
PTA Committee Meeting Minutes 

4th February 2019 

Attendees: Graham Bell, Tina Bell, Susan Blues, Heather Bradbury, Helen Connolly, Janet 
Downham, Loreta Estabridis, Chris Grover, Mike Grover,  Chris Gunton, Robert Kelly, Tanya Roberts, 
Karen Rogers, Beverley Stevens, Anna Stowe, Sarah Thomas, April Truscott, Mark Williams and Cecile 
Woodman 

1. Apologies – Simon Carter, Sarah-Jane Luff and Damon McCarthy 

2. Matters Arising – issues discussed under Future Events. 

3.  Correspondence: The PTA had received thank you letters from the school’s Senior Choir and 
Music Department expressing gratitude for the purchase of music folders for the school choir and 
the Yamaha portable keyboards, using funds raised by the PTA. 

4. School Matters - BS 

 BS updated the committee concerning quotations for the toilets. She had previously been given two 
quotations that were quite high that were effectively giving the toilets a face lift without improving 
ventilation or lighting – not having the desired motion sensor operated lighting. She has since 
reached out to a contractor who currently works with the school, on electrical jobs, who said that he 
could provide a quotation for the toilets. He has supplied Heathrow airports with theirs.  

He looked at the school last Friday and provided details of ‘nice’ specifications and he raised the 
question concerning whether the school really wanted to pay for a face lift and if so, did they need 
to remove the toilets, basins and cubicles or could they concentrate on the rest of the refurbishment 
of the toilets as the prices on offer were not offering toilet bowls and basins of a better standard, so 
would probably need replacing in five years. The other alternative he put forward was to have a 
complete refurbishment of the toilets, using superior products that would be durable, costing more, 
but that would include the desired lighting and improved ventilation and have longevity. He quoted 
£26,000 for one block of toilets. BS expressed concern about the cubicles as the locks are not very 
secure and feels that they definitely need to be replaced. The boys’ toilets are worse than others.  

BS was asked about Friends of Ranelagh funding for the toilets and BS explained that the guidelines 
for capital projects are in line with the school budget for the current capital spend, that we couldn’t 
put it in ‘new spend’ as the money was already committed. MW explained that funds tended to be 
used for a rolling ICT project. 

 It was also noted that due to the recent data protection funding has been reduced as parents 
cannot be contacted so easily concerning giving to Friends of Ranelagh. 

A vote was taken and it was approved that the PTA would fund a complete refurbishment, targeting 
one block of toilets at a time and that the PTA would continue to raise funds for future blocks. 

Action: BS will email more specific information to ND and GB as soon as she knows what the final 
quotation is. 

BS also explained that she had looked into having solar panels at the school but looking at the sums 
of income generated from them and the problems created with restrictions to the school it did not 
seem viable at this stage. The school would not be able to store the energy that would be mainly 



produced over the Summer holidays, therefore it was agreed that it would not be viable to use solar 
energy for the school at this point in time. 

5. Chairman’s report: ND did not have anything to report. 

6. Treasurer’s Report – GB -Approx. £53,000 in the bank. There has not really been any big events 
and money is trickling in from some of the social media fund raising. 

HC explained that she had trialled raising funds through Facebook for the toilets – then had to move 
to BT Donate as there had been length of time restrictions. She said that we would need to find 
another fund raising platform – one that does not end in a time limited way – HC expressed concern 
that it is too unsettling for parents to keep moving between ‘Giving’ platforms. 

Action: HC will investigate this further. 

7. Future Events:  

a. Year 7 Disco As the school needs the hall and drama studio set up for examinations the Year 7 
disco would need to be on a Wednesday.  15th May has been pencilled in. 

Action: ND need to check with Drama studio. 

b. Quiz night 22nd March has been confirmed.  

Action: ND – will put a booking form out and ask Simon and the caretaker if we could increase the 
numbers as it is a very popular evening and we had space at the back last year. 

c. Tribute Band – Confirmed for 10th May ND explained that it is going to be a more a general 80’s 
music night – that he has reduced the price due to losing one of the performers. 

d. Founders Day -  a sub meeting will be arranged nearer the time. 

Discussion ensued about the electronic polls but no definitive decisions were made. It was agreed 
that there needed to be more investigation:  

 Year 8 Disco – MW expressed concern that the students would not be so keen, that only a 
small number had responded to the poll. 

 Open Air Film and Picnic - Discussion ensued about what films, price and set up; concern was 
expressed about whether it would raise sufficient funds and whether it was too risky as it 
would be weather dependent. 

 Ball –If we use the venue suggested there would be a simple mark up on food, that if have 
the ball at East Hampstead Park they would take the bar takings. Concern was expressed 
about whether this would make enough funds. 

Action: ND to speak to Sarah Jane about the Ball and find out about different venues. 

Talks:  Chris said that he has three people who will talk: 

 a past student about engineering. 
 A lady who is happy to talk, but not this Summer as she is getting married, who is also a past 

student who is a designer working on some very exclusive projects. 
 Ex – Concorde pilot to talk about experiences who delivers lectures on QE2.–.  

It was agreed to trial it as there would be no outlay and to charge £5 a ticket. 



Action: CG to arrange a Concorde talk as a trial: Chris to liaise with BS about date. 

8. A.O.B: 

 Supermarket Community Schemes –Nothing back from Waitrose and the Sainsburys one 
was found to be not appropriate. 

 Community Fund – only take applications in September.  

Action: Need to review this and will need a specific project for next September. 

 Sixth Form refurbishment – ND sent off photographs about the room and is waiting to hear 
back. ND – knows a blind company that she uses for work – can give number to BS. 

ST asked whether Art work was still going to companies and if so, should we promote it?  

Refreshments: do we need three people for them and are all parents receiving the emails requesting 
volunteers to help as the school system would only email one parent in the past? 

9. Date and time of next meeting: 13th May 6.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


