
 

 

 

 

21st July 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

When we set out in September, I could not have envisaged that my final year as Headteacher 

would be quite so eventful.  It has been a challenge and a joy.  When I said my farewells to 

colleagues earlier this week, I referred for one last time to the wise words of Tony Little, former 

Headmaster at Eton College.  You may have heard me share them before; I have always been 

struck by the quiet wisdom of his book:  

 

What really matters in a school, when you take away the structures and systems and rules that 

give a necessary shape to communal lives, are the people and the quality of their relationships. 

 

The fact that the structures and systems which shape our communal lives have been so 

spectacularly interrupted in the past 14 weeks has brought the truth of those words  into sharp 

focus.  What I have seen students, staff and parents do under enormously difficult circumstances 

in order to retain the shape of our communal lives has taken my breath away. We have not just 

got by.  We have cared to be creative.  We have cared to be kind.  I am so proud of all that has 

have achieved.   

 

I knew when I joined Ranelagh that it was a very special place.  It’s a place in which I have been 

able to make some enormously special memories.  As I leave, I also take with me your kind words 

and generous gifts.  I have spent much of this week feeling utterly overwhelmed and I am so 

touched and grateful to you for the kindness you have shown.  Thank you. 

 

And as for how I feel about leaving this extraordinary school, as I said earlier today, I do feel 

emotional, but I am not sad about going.  Instead I am joyful about the fact that by the grace of 

God my path brought me to Ranelagh in the first place. It has been an honour and a privilege. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Captains 

Samara Stay (Head Girl)     Daniel Ames (Head Boy) 

Vice Captains 

Jessica Clayton-Rowley (Deputy Head Girl)  George Atkinson (Deputy Head Boy) 

School Council – School Council & Development 

Josephine Westgate     William Doran 

Senior Prefects (and areas of responsibility) 

Louie Regan - Peer Mentoring    Ellen Boylan - Year 7 

Emma Vaughan – Year 8 

 

 

Our thanks and congratulations go to the team of 2019/2020 who did an outstanding job as role 

models and ambassadors.  We wish them every success as they prepare for life and work beyond 

Ranelagh. 

 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

As a consequence of COVID 19, this year’s edition of the School Magazine has not been published 
in print form.  However, the good news in these challenging times is that it is 
being made available for you at no charge, to be downloaded from the school website.  

It is as full and as colourful as ever, with updates from just about every area of the school. There 
is plenty of fantastic artwork, a great sports update and news from the many school visits that 
took place until school visits were no longer possible.  It also includes some wonderfully 
incisive parting words from Mrs Stevens. We hope you enjoy the different format and who 
knows, a more environmentally-friendly digital only version may herald a new dawn for our 
student-centred publication. 

 

 



 

HOUSE NEWS   

We are delighted to announce this year’s overall winners of the Barnett House Cup competition.  

The ribbon on the trophy for the next twelve months will be red! The points accrued by each of 

the four Houses were as follows: 

Braybrook Cleave Waterson Winrow 

 
3754 

 
3563 

 
3203 

 
3473 

 

Congratulations to all of those in Braybrook House and best foot forward to those in Cleave, 

Waterson and Winrow; there is everything to play for in the new academic year. 

 

School attendance 

 

This year the following students achieved were awarded framed certificates in recognition of the 

fact that they achieved 100% attendance through their school career: Ciel Nsiah 11U and Morgan 

Pearcey 12W.  

 

This is a phenomenal achievement, worthy of celebration. 

 

The following students achieved between 99.5-99.9%: 

Ella Azzopardi 11X, Lily Clark 11V, Thomas Foster 11W, Joseph Fuller 11X, Oliver Griffiths 11Y, 

Isabelle Hawley 11U, Rebecca Jacques 11V 

Molly Macdonald 11W, Thomas Monaghan 11X, Hazel Owen 11X, Alison Patton 11U, Elizabeth 

Sadiku 11Z, Finley Saunders 11X, Chelsea Wood 11V, Eleanor Woolston 11W, Matthew Wright 

11W, Jasmin Young.  They, too, deserve congratulations. 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

Drama 

What a strange yet incredible term this has been for Drama.  Whilst lockdown tried to 

stifle creativity, the students at Ranelagh were having none of it.  Year 7s have been astounding 

us with their modern interpretations of Animal Farm, creating costumes for their human 

interpretation of the well-known characters, as well as devising atmospheric soundscapes of the 

original settings for their play.  Year 8 have been writing their own musicals this term, and we 

have been enjoying a sing-along to their amazing work.  They have created their own storylines, 

PlayBill covers, and even written their own songs and dialogue.  Year 9s have been finishing a 

devising project that they have been working on since lockdown began.  They have taken a 

stimulus and brought to life a whole play concept from its themes, characters, costumes, set 

designs and script.  KS3 students really have been flexing their creativity and done themselves 

and the department proud with the standard of work they have been consistently creating. 

Year 10 and 12 have also been hard at work, finding innovative ways to engage with the practical 

and written components of the courses, including producing exceptional revision notes, designs 

and even videos which they have shared on YouTube! 



Finally, and some would say most excitingly, we have at last announced the Ranelagh Musical for 

2021. After a number of joyous videos of staff lip-syncing, putting their time and talents to good 

use, students and staff voted for their favourite from the choice of  Sister Act and High School 

Musical.  The votes were... not close at all, and with a whopping 80% of the vote, the Ranelagh 

School Musical will be...HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL! 

The musical theatre production team are eager to get back into school to start planning this 

exciting next project, and we hope the many videos of your teachers will inspire you to get 

involved.  We will keep you updated with auditions and more exciting announcements in the new 

school year. 

If you would like to see any of the above mentioned work, lots of it is shared on the Ranelagh 

Drama department Twitter page @RanelaghDrama, where we celebrate students’ work and 

successes. 

 

English 

 

Book Character Quiz 

Students in KS3 were challenged to identify well known book characters from pictures – the 

twist? Miss Oblien, Miss Cumiskey and Mrs Saunders were dressed as these characters! They 

made imaginative use of hand-made props, Zoom backgrounds and whatever they had lying 

around the house to create these iconic characters – who do you think had more fun, the 

students or the staff? Not only was this a test of students’ knowledge but also their spelling skills 

– Rapunzel tripped nearly everyone up! Of the students who took part, the highest score 

achieved by Alex Gulliver in year 9 was a whopping 29/31.  Well done! Here are some highlights – 

can you figure out who they are? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blackout Poetry 

In Year 8 library lessons, students were challenged to create their own blackout poetry. Blackout 

poetry involves taking a piece of existing text, selecting words from the text to create a poem and 

blacking out the rest of the text. This can be simply done by using a marker pen or highlighter tool 

on the computer, but some students got very creative, choosing images to enhance their poem as 

well as block out the remaining text. Here are some spectacular examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Technology 

Since March, a virtual cooking competition has been taking place across school. The Cooking 

Showdown has appealed to students from various year groups with a theme being set each week, 

and students sending in pictures of their work.  

The weekly winners and themes were: 

Week 1- Pizza- Abigail Price. 

Week 2 –12 Identical Biscuits – Emma Vaughan – Shortbread Jam Tarts with homemade cherry 

jam. 

Week 3 – Rice Based Dish – Olivia Sibley – Sushi. 

Week 4 – Pastry – Charlie Cuthbert – Selection of French breakfast pastries. 

Week 5 – “Fakeaway” Dish – Sophie Waight – Indian fakeaway with chicken curry, naans and 

onion bhakti. 

Week 6 – Rainbow  - Harriet Barker – Rainbow picture focaccia. 

Week  7 – Best of British – Ruby Cuthbert- Afternoon tea with scones, Victoria sandwich, tartlets 

and sandwiches. 

Week 8 – Vegetarian – Erin Gosling – Roasted vegetable lasagne with homemade pasta. 

Week 9 – Bread – Amy Adams – Nutella stuffed bread.  

 Week 10 – One Pot Meal – Ruby Patterson  - Chicken and Prawn Paella. 

Week  11 – Dessert in a Glass – Emma Sutton – Salted caramel and chocolate dessert. 

Week 12 – Doughnuts – Charlie Cuthbert – Sprinkle Ring Doughnuts served with a shake. 

Week 13 – Breakfast Offerings – Alice Barnard – Croissants with homemade jam. 

Week 14 – Showstopper Challenge – Kyron Murray – Watermelon cake. 

Ada Thorne, Y8 Anastasia Vil, Y8 



 

The overall winner was Sophie Waight who accumulated the highest number of points 

throughout the challenge.  

 

Below are just some of the pictures of the food prepared by students.  To see all the pictures and 

runners-up of each weekly challenge, please visit our Instagram account @ranelaghfood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Virtual fixture v Edgbarrow  

On the week commencing the 8th June, Ranelagh took part in a virtual fixture on Instagram 

against our local rivals, Edgbarrow. The fixture consisted of different challenges being released at 

8.00am in the morning and students sending in photos or videos of them completing these 

challenges by 6.00pm the same day.  It was a fantastic week , students had to send in evidence of 

their participation in a range of activities from completing 10 press ups to distance challenges 

involving walking, running or cycling.  The engagement from students was incredible with over 

200 participating, along with some of their parents, which was great to see.  On the last day, after 

a nail biting finale, Ranelagh managed to win by just 1.5km.  It really showed their spirit of 

Ranelagh with parents, students and siblings all getting involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Arrangements for the collection of examination results 

Detailed information about the collection of examination results has been sent to the parents of 

the relevant students in Years 11, 12 and 13.   

A Level results (13th August) 

A Level results will be e-mailed to students’ school e-mail accounts from 8am; students who wish 

to can collect their results in person and / or access support with university applications at school 

from 9am. 

Results will be e-mailed to Year 12 students with external outcomes from 10am. 

 

GCSE results (20th August) 

GCSE results will be e-mailed to students’ school e-mail accounts from 9am.  Support will be 

available by appointment for any students with concerns regarding progression to their chosen 

school / sixth form.   

Any queries about results should be e-mailed to exams@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk.  The exams 

office will be closed from midday on 21st August until the start of term.  

 

STAFFING  

Farewells 

This term we say goodbye to a number of staff who are moving on to pastures new. We would 

like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in the classroom and 

beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us: Beverley Stevens, Headteacher, Luke Tattersall, 

Teacher of Science,  Joanna Drummond, SEN, Alison Scott, SENDCo, Marion Williams, Teacher of 

Product Design, Julia Tidmarsh, SENDCo, Jody Cooze, Teacher of English, Geoff Tenant, Teacher of 

Maths, Helen Dickie, Exams Invigilator, Nick Hill, Cover Supervisor, Naomi Aitken, Subject Leader 

Food, James Martyn and Hannah Elliot, LSAs. 

 

GOVERNORS 

Please see attached letter from our Chair of Governors, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 1) 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

PTA – Please find the PTA News and updates (Appendix 2) 

mailto:exams@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk


Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 3) 

DONATION TO THE SCHOOL - HAND SANITISER STATION 

Ranelagh was graciously donated a ‘pedal’ operated sanitising 

unit from one of our parents, Mr Jesse Palle, who is the CEO of 

Chemtra in Bracknell.  Pictured right are Mr and Mrs Palle who  

delivered the unit to school on Wednesday 8th July.  The very 

smart unit is  now installed for use in the reception area.  

Thank you for such a thoughtful and kind donation. 

 

Laptops from Business2Scchools 
 
During the school closure, we were delighted to receive a donation 
of refurbished laptops from Business2Schools, for use by students at home 
and to be used in school on our return in the future.   
 
These were provided by The National Grid and have been incredibly useful 
for those students struggling to get access to remote learning.   
 
Business2Schools are continuing to appeal for devices for school use during 
this time, through the BBC "Make a Difference" campaign - full details can 
be found 

here https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5SqHJMTKZx5sYhlltXJvB1Q/the-digital-divide,  
 
Ranelagh has been designated a "hub" for this campaign; we are able to accept donations of 
tablets and laptops in suitable condition at this time, should you be in a position to offer them. 
Pictured is a delighted Mrs Stevens receiving the laptops.   
 
Huge thanks to Business2Schools for all of their support of the school this year, and we look 
forward to working with them further next year. 
 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

Holiday Cover 

The School Office is closed from Friday 17th July until Thursday 3rd September 2020. 

Contact details 

In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, may we remind you to please ensure that 

the school is informed of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

Equipment for lessons 

In preparation for the new school year, please take time to ensure that your child is fully 

equipped for all lessons.  Students learn best when they are ready to learn and benefit 

enormously from taking responsibility for preparing themselves well for school.  

Please ensure that, if your child is having a science lesson, they come prepared with a lab coat for 

practical activities; students will also need to bring their own pair of headphones for Music 

lessons.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5SqHJMTKZx5sYhlltXJvB1Q/the-digital-divide


General reminders 

The summer holiday is a great time to check your child’s PE kit and get organised for the new 

term.  A reminder that for the winter season, students will need the items listed below.  If you are 

updating kit, please purchase the “new” style kit available from Stevensons in Reading. 

 

Boys’ kit Girls’ kit 

Ranelagh PE polo shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts  
Navy rugby shorts  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
School rugby/hockey socks  
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for football/hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks 
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Ranelagh PE Polo Shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts or Ranelagh PE 
Navy Skirt  
School rugby/hockey socks  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks  
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Please ensure that all kit is named so that it can be returned if lost.  All kit should also have 

embroidered initials on the right hand side (navy lettering on white shirts, white or gold lettering 

on navy kit). 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

To be confirmed. 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2020-2021 

 

Autumn Term 2020 

Professional Training Days Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

Start of Term   Thursday 3rd September 2020 

Professional Training Day Friday 23rd October 2020 

Half Term   Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 

End of Term   Friday 18th December 2020 

 

Spring Term 2021 

Start of Term   Monday 4th January 2021 

Half Term   Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021 

End of Term   Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

Summer Term 2021  

Professional Training Day Monday 19th April 2021 

Start of Term   Tuesday 20th April 2021 

Half Term   Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021 

End of Term   Tuesday 20th July 2021 

Professional Training Day Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

And Finally… 



As I said in my assembly this afternoon, thank you to the Ranelagh family for an incredibly happy 

five and a half years.  For the majority of you, retirement will be a very distant prospect, but if you 

are half as fortunate as I have been in the final years of your career as I have been in mine, then 

you will be truly blessed. 

Thank you and God bless, 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

17th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We are once again approaching the end of another school year. It is sad that we cannot look back 

on our usual events of the summer term. Nevertheless, thanks to the dedication of our staff and 

the hard work of our students, the term has still been full of enrichment and learning.  Those of 

you on Twitter will have seen some of the fantastic, creative work that has been done by 

students during lockdown.  

 

I am very grateful to our senior leadership team who have worked extremely hard to plan and 

manage the education, safety and well-being of students, both in and out of school, in 

particularly challenging and ever-changing circumstances.  I want to thank our amazing teaching 

staff for inspiring our students through online learning whilst having to learn new ways of 

working themselves.  I would like to thank all our parents for working in partnership with us to 

ensure our students have continued to achieve their best despite the current challenges.  A big 

thank you must also go to all our non-teaching staff who have worked tirelessly behind the 

scenes to ensure everything has continued to run smoothly and to manage the technical side of 

online learning. 

 

Some of our students are moving on to the next stage of their lives and we wish them well, even 

though we haven’t been able to say a proper goodbye.  Some will have been saddened that they 

were unable to take their exams after all their hard work, but I hope they remember that exams 

are not the only measure of success nor of all they have achieved during their time at Ranelagh. 

In the school magazine in 1978, a departing student thanked Ranelagh for all it had given them – 

“knowledge, comradeship, understanding, pride in what is good, above all a framework in which 

to grow and from which to grow out of”.  Today we are proud that our students leave us as 

mature, well-rounded, caring and understanding members of the community, people who we 

know will make a difference to the world around them.  

 

Another goodbye we have to say is to Mrs Stevens, our fantastic headteacher.  It has been my 

privilege as Chair of Governors to work closely with her.  Her dedication to the school has been 

phenomenal and she has inspired us all.  I know she will be greatly missed by staff, students and 

governors and I hope that some of us may be able to bid her farewell in person at a later date. 

For now we can be thankful that, despite her retirement as headteacher, she will retain an 

interest in Ranelagh through her role as CEO of Bonitas. 

 

Cont. 

 

 

Appendix 1 



Change is an inevitable part of life and in its more-than-300-year history, Ranelagh has 

experienced many changes.  When students return in September they will see changes, not all of 

which are known yet.  We do however know that we will be welcoming our new headteacher, Mr 

Griffith, and a new cohort of Year 7s, the old tennis courts will have become an exciting new 

MUGA and everyone will have moved on to a new year group.  One thing I am certain will remain 

unchanged, which I spoke of in my Easter letter, is that indefinable something that makes 

Ranelagh so special – the Ranelagh factor! 

 

I wish you all an enjoyable summer and hope that it leaves you rested and refreshed. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 
 

Louise Hodkinson  

Chair of Governors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
   

 

Appendix 2 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As another year of social and fundraising 
activities draws to a close, we look back at 
what seems a stark contrast to last year’s 
‘best ever’ fundraising year.  
 
It has been difficult for us all having to adapt 
to new routines and PTA activities have 
been no exception. One pleasing exception 
has been the Second Hand Uniform sales 
which took place last week, yielding a 

whopping £3,104 for the school, with the 

possibility of more by way of match funding 
on top! Thank you to everyone who helped 
to make that such a success. 
 

Postponed Events 
 
Bryony Gordon Speaker Series and Quiz Night – Monies have been returned to those who 
specifically requested it, following our last newsletter update. We have securely destroyed 
any cheques people sent in for this planned event as they were no longer valid after 6 
months.  
 

Online Fundraising  
 
Although we break now for the summer, there are still a number of ways for people to give 
to Ranelagh PTA online. Here’s a reminder of how. 

 
Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme 
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a weekly lottery that raises money for local good causes. 
 
Each ticket for the lottery costs £1 per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your 
chosen good cause, and you have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the 
numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than the 
National Lottery or the Health Lottery!  
 



  
   

 

Appendix 2 

We are already set to raise over £1,300 per year for our school from only 42 tickets bought in 
support of Ranelagh PTA so far - imagine the real difference we could make if even half of our 
parent community signed up! 
 
If you’re able, please do consider supporting this new school fundraising initiative whilst also 
being in with a good chance to win a prize! You can find full details and sign up here: 

www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta 

 
KindLink 
KindLink is our online fundraising platform for supporters to make one-off or on-going 
donations online to the PTA activities. Kindlink has replaced previously used platforms, BT 
My Donate and Facebook, and was specially set up to help charities like us to raise even 
more money for good causes and not lose out to high online processing fees. This means 
that when you donate online more of this will go towards funding resources and projects in 
school. Giving is easy at: kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile  

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile 

Please don’t forget to sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link and register 

stating that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any 

commission donated by the stores you shop from.  

If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will 

make a donation every time you shop.  

It costs you nothing to shop in this way and as you shop, each store donates money to the 

school as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful donation 

reminder to your browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So far 

this has raised more than £3,000 for the school. 

Keep in Touch 

We’ll be back in touch as the new term starts either via school emails or our Facebook page 
at ranelaghschoolpta where we will post notices and reminders throughout next term and 
we add updates to the school website PTA pages too throughout the year. Alternatively, you 
can email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk if you’d like to get in touch. 

Have a great summer and hope to catch up in September. 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk


 
 
 
 

 

 

Friends of Ranelagh  

 

We are going through challenging times: not only is the school community facing the difficulty of 

planning for the return of pupils in September, in order to comply with Government guidelines, but 

we are also seeing the retirement of Mrs Stevens and welcoming Mr Griffith to his new role.  All this in 

the face of Covid-19.  An important lesson in resilience for pupils, staff, parents and the Friends! 

We have conducted our regular trustees' meetings and the Friends' Annual General Meeting by Zoom 

and were able to say thank you and goodbye to Mrs Stevens.  We shall miss her from our deliberations 

– the work of the Friends will go on – but it is only with the continuing support of parents that we will 

be able to make a difference to the life of our school.     

To achieve this, we not only need you to continue with your contributions (or begin making them, if 

you do not already do so!), we also need to appoint new trustees to support the work we are doing. 

If you would be interested in knowing more about what is involved, please do contact me at 

robbiemcl@hotmail.com.  I believe that the Friends is an important part of what makes Ranelagh so 

special. 

When we re-convene in the Autumn Term, none of us can be sure exactly what life will be like but that 

is why it is so important for bodies such as the Friends to continue, to continue to help improve the 

lives of everyone who is part of the community that is Ranelagh School.    

With all good wishes for a healthy and restorative summer. 

    

Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 


