
 

 

 

14th February 2019 

Dear Parents 

 

This has definitely been a term for building resilience.  We began with our year 11 mock exams, 

next came the A level mock exams for students in year 13; for those preparing for public 

examinations which begin in mid-May, this has been a very important term.  They have been 

learning about the stamina required for the weeks ahead and the importance of organising revision 

in order to establish a sense of calm control.  We wish them well. 

 

In the penultimate week of January we enjoyed performances of this year’s school production, 

Alice@Wonderland.  These were made all the more enjoyable by a very witty and thought-

provoking script written by Miss Hulse and former Ranelagh student, Alex Huddleston.  It was a 

pleasure to see so many young people involved both on and off stage – a great way for them to 

establish new friendships and push themselves outside their comfort zone. 

 

In terms of testing your grit one of the other activities which is enormously beneficial has been this 

term’s modern foreign languages exchange programme.  Over the course of the last week students 

in year 10 and year 12 have visited Valencia in Spain and Marseille in France.  In Spain three year 12 

students volunteered in school as FLAs (Foreign Language Assistants), whilst students in year 10 

experienced a range of cultural activities and emersed themselves in another language as they 

stayed in the homes of their exchange partners.  This is a challenge to young people on a variety of 

fronts and I am delighted that those who took part have returned enthusiastic about their 

experience.   

 

Before leaving you to read about some of the other events which have been taking place in school 

since January, I would like to make you aware of a recent and exciting addition to our website.  

Under the ‘Associations’ tab on the main menu you can now find a link to the Ranelagh Alumni 

Association page.  I would urge you to take a look at the information; if appropriate please do 

register and if you know other Ranelagh Alumni who would like to be part of the Association, send 

them this link:  https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ranelagh-alumni. Help us to spread 

the word! 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

English 

Year 7 Read For Good – Raising Money For Charity 

In November 2019 all Year 7 students spent a whole week’s worth of English lessons and 

homework reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts to raise money for the charity Read For 

Good.  This charity was one of the named charities appearing on BBC’s Children In Need fund-raiser 

last year. 

 

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ranelagh-alumni


The charity has now confirmed that Year 7 Ranelagh students have raised an 

amazing £1,941.30 this academic year.  The money will be used to 

purchase reading books and activities in hospitals in the UK. 

 

The winner of this year’s Read For Good book voucher for the most money 

raised was Jemima Spring-Rice (7W).  Well done Jemima! 

 

Thanks to Year 7, Ranelagh School has now been recognised as an ‘Outstanding’ school for its 

contributions to this worthwhile charity. 

 

December Writing Competition 

Students were asked to write about a book that has had an impact on them. It could be a book 

from their childhood or a recent discovery, a story that made them laugh, cry or even realise 

something about themselves. Well done and thank you to all students who took part, it was a very 

difficult decision. After a lengthy deliberation, five winners were chosen. 

  

Our congratulations go to: 

Ruby Patterson 8W, Dalia Fraga 9U, Freya Martin 9V, Caitlyn Street 9W and Harriet Barker 9Z.  

Each deserving student was awarded a £5 book voucher to use at the Scholastic book fair. 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

In December 2019 Ranelagh hosted another successful Scholastic book fair. There was an 

overwhelming amount of support from students who enthusiastically helped with the running of it 

as well as the buying of books and stationery. Everything was half price so there were some 

excellent deals to be had on fiction and non-fiction alike. 

 

A whopping £336.48 was raised which means Ranelagh earned £33.65 in rewards to spend on 

Scholastic books. £33.65 might not sound like much, however, as everything was half price we 

managed to purchase 11 new books, including titles such as Allies by Alan Gratz, Rainbow 

Revolution by Jamie Lawson & Eve Lloyd Knight and Stories for Kids Who Dare to be Different by 

Ben Brooks. 

 

A hearty thank you and well done to all involved, students and staff, who participated to make this 

event run smoothly and successfully.  

 

Chinese New Year Competition 

Chinese New Year was on Saturday 25th January, celebrating the Year of the Rat. Students were 

asked to design a party outfit for a rat because the rats wanted to party in style! They had to 

include annotations giving reasons behind their choices e.g. fabric, colour and symbols. There were 

snippets of information dotted around the library from which they were able to draw information. 

 

There were a lot of thoughtful, creative ideas and it was very hard to choose a winner.  The 

following designs were chosen. 



 

 

 

Alex Gulliver 9W             Abbie Bawden 7W                 Lienkie Du Plessi 7u & Nicole Brown Calvet 7W 

 

Well done to everyone who entered. 

Music 
 
Musical items in Assembly  
On Friday mornings, in addition to our reflections upon our chosen theme, of ‘Spirituality Matters’, 

our school assembly on Friday 7th February featured a musical item.  Our thanks go to Isabella 

Myers (11Y) who sand ‘Think of Me’ by Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

 

PE 

 

On Tuesday of this week, the PE department took two teams to the Society of Heads girls’ football 

tournament at LVS.  Students in both the U13 and U15 teams played brilliantly and as a result won 

their competition.    

Playing for the U13s  

Gabriella Balkissoon 7U, Alice Barnes 7Z, Ella Davey 8Y, Clementine Day 8V, Isabelle Ferguson 8X, 

Seren Smith 8V, Sydney Smith 8X, Chloe Walsh 8U (Captain), Rachel Westgate 8V. 

 

Playing for the under 15s 

Sophia Cooper-Gigg 10V, Dalia Fraga 9U, Rachel Goode 10Z, Lucie Harvey 10W (Captain), Charlotte 

Lancaster-Cox 9X, Megan Maberley 10W, Kitty Mair 10U, Sofia Vitale 9U. 

 

RE 

 

Last week, on Tuesday 11th February, sixteen year 10 and 12 students visited Jennett’s Park Primary 
School to give presentations on a philosophical topic of their choice as part of the Oxford Diocese 
RE Ambassador Scheme.  They visited classes in years 3, 4 and 5, facilitating engaging discussions 
and activities.  After positive feedback from staff and students at Jennett’s Park, all students were 
successful in passing the scheme. 
 



Congratulations to the following students:  Anna Cleverly 12A, Lydia Burch 10U, Cait Cromartie 12E, 
Katie Cleverly 10U, Charlie Herd 10Y, Alice Hopkins 12A, Finley Bright 10V, Joel Williams 10Y, 
Connor Wignall 10Y, Anna McAllen 12A, Maia Larks 12B, Robin Malan 10X, Eve Lester 10X, Florence 
Luff 10X, Lauren Spooner 10Y and Joel Burton 10V. 
 
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A list of enrichment opportunities available to students can be found using the following link: 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/  
Please encourage your child to take part in some of the activities on offer.  They provide a great 
opportunity to make new friends and develop different skills. 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

 

School opening times  

The School Office will be closed over the February half term break.  

 

Student Absence 

If your child will not be attending school, please telephone the school on 01344 421233 and leave a 

message on the answer machine before 9.00am. When your child returns to school, a ‘notification 

of absence’ form [on parent portal or available from the school office], giving a specific reason for 

the absence, must be completed and given to the Attendance Officer. 

 

Harrison Catering Services Limited 

Please see below information from our school caterers about the company’s environmental policy 

and practice: 

 

Harrison takes its environmental and social responsibility seriously; from the sourcing of ingredients 

to waste reduction.  We would like to share with you some of the initiatives. 

 

 British produce is used wherever possible and Harrison works in harmony with the seasons. 

 Our chefs produce the right quantities of food for the customer base, reducing food waste 
and minimising the use of packaging.   

 Our menus are varied and include meat free options. 

 British meat is used wherever possible, in fact all fresh chicken, beef and pork is from the 
UK and is fully traceable. 

 Since 2010 Harrison has only used UK free-range eggs helping to reduce food miles.   

 Harrison’s main grocery supplier’s fleet have Euro V1 engines, which are the best 
performance diesel engines in terms of air quality and emissions.   

 Waste cooking oil is collected by Olleco and converted to biodiesel.   

 With vehicles using biodiesel from the waste cooking oil that Harrison contributes, we 
saved approximately 79 tonnes of CO2 emissions per year between January 2018 and 
December 2018.   

 Harrisons branded packaging is made from renewable, sustainably-sourced, natural 
materials (trees, corn and sugar cane) and recycled materials and emits significantly less 
CO2 during manufacture than conventional packaging.  It is certified completely 
compostable in under 12 weeks.   

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/


 By switching to plant-based packaging between January and December 2018 Harrison 
saved 7.6 tonnes of fossil-based packaging and 3.3. tonnes of virgin materials. 
 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1).  

 

Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 2).  

 

Prayer Group – dates for the next meetings to be held in the Library are: 

Monday 2nd March – 7.30pm 

Monday 27th April – 7.30pm 

Monday 8th June – 7.30pm 

Students, staff and parents are welcome to attend. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February Half Term 

Saturday 22 February Year 10 & 11 History visit to Berlin 

Monday 24 February Fairtrade Fortnight 

Tuesday 25 February Year 10 & 11 History visit return 

Wednesday 26 February Ash Wednesday/Holy Communion 
–  Holy Trinity Church 8.45am 
Maths Feast Competition  
–  Competitors will be notified in due course 

Thursday 27 February Dance Show 7pm in Main Hall 

Friday 28 February Art visit to Florence depart 

Monday 2 March Year 11 History – play at the Corn Exchange, Newbury 
Prayer Group – 7.30pm 

Tuesday 3 March Art visit return 

Wednesday 4 March Kick start festival  
– 4 dancers will be selected from the dance show 

Thursday 5 March World Book Day  

Monday 9 March French Exchange visit to school  

Tuesday 10 March Year 12 Maths Inspiration at the Hexagon 

Thursday 12 March Year 7 & 8 Boys’ Teens evening 7.00 – 8.00pm 

Friday 13 March Annual Prayer Space week – Beacon Room B  
Year 7 Animal Roadshow in school  

Monday 16 March Lent Projects this week 
 

Thursday 19 March Year 10 Globe Players ‘Romeo & Juliet’ 

Friday 20 – Saturday 21 March Year 10 Bronze D of E expedition 

Monday 23 March Lent projects this week 
Year 10 exams 

Tuesday 24 March Year 7 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Wednesday 25 March Berkshire School Games – Years 7-10 



Students to be Informed if participating 

Thursday 26 March Year 10 Taking Maths Further, Wellington College  
Wilderness Expertise UK2 training in the  
 Brecon Beacons – departure time tbc 

Sunday 29 March Wilderness Expertise UK2 training 
return-time tbc 

Wednesday 1 April Multi skills festival – year 9 or 10 
Music pre-tour concert 

Thursday 2 April  [End of Term] 

Friday 3 April Professional Training Day  

Monday 6 – Friday 17 April Easter Holidays 

Monday 20 April  Start of Summer Term 
Summer Uniform 
 

 

And finally… 

If the first six weeks of term have evaporated, then my guess is that the half term break will also 

disappear at speed.  We wish the staff and students departing for Berlin next weekend a rich and 

interesting experiences and, in the mean time, I hope that whilst the week will pass quickly, it 

provides all members of our school community with the change of pace for which we are all so very 

ready. 

Yours sincerely 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 
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Dear Parent and Carers 

Another half term has passed and thank you to those parents who have helped and 

supported our Parent/Teacher Consultation evenings serving tea and coffee, helping selling 

second hand uniform and more recently thank you to the parent/students who donated 

their revision guides and recently raised £142.00 at one parents’ evening!  

Donating revision books is a new PTA initiative where we sell your old text books and give 

you a percentage of the sale so please keep those books or your old school uniform coming 

in with your contact details and we’ll do the rest. Extra pairs of hands are always needed at 

our second hand sales so if you are able to help out please let us know – we would love to 

hear from you. 

Upcoming Events 

Friday 20th March 2020 – PTA Quiz night – see attached flyer 

Wednesday 6th May 2020 - Year 7 Spring Disco – details will be sent nearer the time 

Friday 6th June 2020 – We would like to welcome Dads R Loud who will be playing a mix of 

pop and rock covers from the 60’s right up to today – and most of the band are parents of 

Ranelagh students – so please save the date for a great party – details will be sent at a later 

date. 

Saturday 4th July - Founders Day 

Bryony Gordon Speaker Series Evening – Date still TBA. If you sent in a booking form and 

payment please don’t worry these are safe. We will contact you as soon as a new date has 

been confirmed. 

Mother’s Day Gifts 

This year Mother’s Day falls on Sunday 22 March and as a new fundraiser we’re going to be 

selling a range of pocket-sized gifts suitable for students to buy for mums, grandmothers, 

aunts or other significant mother figures in their lives. More details will be sent out after 

half term. 
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Check out all the ways you can help to fundraise with us. 

***NEW *** Tuvello.com  ***NEW ***  
Tuvello.com is an online business directory. The unique difference is that 75% of its 
advertising revenue is directed straight back to affiliated schools. 
 
Most business owners are parents who advertise products and services through traditional 
online platforms. Tuvello.com is an innovative way to support local businesses generate new 
business but also helps supplement school income at the same time. All parents have to do 
advertise their businesses with Tuvello.com and select the school they want to fund - if 100 
businesses sign up to Tuvello.com a school receives £22,500 per annum.  
 
Our school is partnering with Tuvello.com so check them out and sign up and create your 
own business profile in a few easy steps.  
 

Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme  

Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme is a new fundraising initiative for us. It’s a weekly lottery 

that raises money for good causes in Bracknell Forest. All good causes supported by the 

lottery will benefit Bracknell Forest and its residents. Tickets for the lottery cost just £1 per 

week, with 60p of every pound going to wards your chosen good cause. Each ticket has a 1 

in 50 chance to win a prize each week, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s a better chance of 

winning than the National Lottery or the Health Lottery! In fact, two Ranelagh parents have 

already been lottery winners since we signed up! Each ticket consists of 6 numbers and each 

number will be between 0 and 9. There’s a draw every Saturday night when a 6-digit 

winning combination will be picked. Prizes will be given to players with tickets that match 

the first or last 2-6 numbers from the winning combination. Match all 6 and you win the 

JACKPOT! So far, with just 39 Ranelagh supporters, our cause will raise just over £1,000 a 

year, and you may be one of the lucky draw winners which is brilliant news all round! To be 

in with a chance of winning sign up at: 

https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelaghschool-pta 

KindLink 

KindLink is our online fundraising platform for supporters to make one-off or on-going 

donations online to the PTA activities. Kindlink has replaced previously used platforms, BT 

My Donate and Facebook, and was specially set up to help charities like us to raise even 

more money for good causes and not lose out to high online processing fees. This means 

that when you donate online more of this will go towards funding resources and projects in 

school! Giving is easy at: kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile  

 

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile  

Please don’t forget to sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link and register 

stating that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any 

commission donated by the stores you shop from. If shopping with Amazon simply sign up 

for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will make a donation every time you shop. It 

costs you nothing to shop in this way and as you shop, each store donates money to the 

https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelaghschool-pta
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school as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful donation 

reminder to your browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So far 

this has raised more than £2,859 for the school.  

 

Keep in Touch  

You can keep in touch with us via our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta where we will 

post notices and reminders throughout the term and we add updates to the school website 

PTA pages too throughout the year. Alternatively, you can email 

pta@ranelagh.bracknellforest.sch.uk  

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

Your Ranelagh PTA 
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Next dates are Saturday 15th February and Saturday 29th March. When booking Queen Anne 

Enclosure tickets at the advanced price of £26, enter code RANSCHOOL, click ‘apply’, and £6 

will go directly to your school. Children under 18 go free. Book at ascot.co.uk or call  

0344 346 3000.  
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Dear fellow parent 
 

Is it really that half-term is upon us? Does Christmas seem that long ago? 

 
As I am writing this letter to you, I am preparing to chair a meeting of the Friends this evening; our first 

of the new decade. 

 
Demands on the funds we raise through the donations we receive from parents' remains the same, 

however, and tonight we will be considering which projects we can and should support and those we 

cannot. 

 
Another recurring topic is how we can persuade those parents who can, but do not yet, donate to the 

Friends to do so – there are a significant number of non-responders and we continue to look at ways 

to better communicate with this 'hard to reach' group. 

 
We are also in touch with the school's PTA as we need to ensure better communications between our 

two bodies, not least to make sure we do not cut across our efforts to raise money to support the 

school and its pupils. 

 
We will be advertising the date of our Annual General Meeting, in due course, and you would be most 

welcome to attend but, in the meantime, if you would like to know more about the work of the Friends 

or wish to get involved with what we are doing, you can find more information on the dedicated page 

of the School's website: 

 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/. 

 

Alternatively please do contact me at: robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 
 

With all good wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. 

 
 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/
mailto:robbiemcl@hotmail.com

