
 

 

15th February 2019 

Dear Parents 
 
What we do at Ranelagh continues to be a team effort and as I write today, I want to take a 
moment to reflect upon how many corners of the school this touches.  At risk of leaving 
something out, I have highlighted below those activities taking place this term which have 
continued to flourish with the generous support that you provide: 
 

 fundraising for the toilet refurbishment project; 
 coaching of members of this year’s Mock Trial team; 
 provision of technical expertise and equipment for our forthcoming musical production; 
 coordination and additional fundraising for our ‘Save our Steinway’ campaign;  
 support in inspiring and leading the prayer life of our school; 
 undertaking the development of our soon-to-be launched Alumni Association; 
 hosting students on the Spanish and French exchange visits; 
 providing the mapping software and support for our A level Geography students. 
 ongoing coaching and support for our cross country teams; 

 
That is an impressive, though not exhaustive, list.  Without doubt, the value of the time and effort 
given so freely, is enormous.  We may be short of funds as a school, but thanks to you, we are not 
short of goodwill.  Thank you – you know who you are. 
 
DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Art 

Holocaust butterfly installation – based on the poem ‘The Butterfly’ 

A stirring installation of floating butterflies has been created in the atrium of the Centenary 
building.  The inspiration for our installation was ‘The Butterfly’, a poem written by Pavel 
Friedmann, during the holocaust whilst he was in a Nazi concentration camp. 

After hearing the poem read aloud, every student cut out a butterfly and many were decorated 
with creative and diverse designs.   Students and staff throughout the school had the opportunity 
to contribution to the installation, many creating more than one design during their lunchtime.  
Each butterfly hanging in the installation symbolises a child that lost their life in the Holocaust. 
The varying sizes are designed to create the effect of the butterflies being ‘carried lightly ’way up 
high’. 

We are really delighted with the response from students and staff members who have 
contributed their beautiful designs; what is more, it is wonderful to see the curiosity and 
admiration from members of the school community as they walk underneath this stunning and 
moving tribute to those whose lives were cut short by the Holocaust. 



 

The Butterfly 
The last, the very last, 
So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow. 
Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing 
against a white stone… 
 
Such, such a yellow 
Is carried lightly ‘way up high. 
It went away I’m sure because it wished to  
Kiss the world goodbye. 
 
For seven weeks I’ve lived in here, 
Penned up inside this guetto 
But I have found my people here. 
The dandelions call to me 
And the white chestnut candles in the court. 
Only I never saw another butterfly. 
 
That butterfly was the last one. 
Butterflies don’t live in here, 
In the guetto. 
 
Pavel Friedmann 4.6.1942 

 



Drama and Music 

Rehearsals for the next school production of 
Footloose are well underway with students 
working hard in the 
disciplines of dance, 
music and drama to 
ensure an entertaining 
and enjoyable evening 
for all.  We had a taste of 
what is to come in this 

morning’s assembly.  The Footloose Cast performed ‘Holding Out for a 
Hero’, written by Jim Steinman and Dean Pitchford (originally performed 
by Bonnie Tyler).   It was superb! 

The performances will take place on Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th and 
Friday 8th March.  There is the choice of a pre-show buffet on the Thursday evening. Tickets are 
now on sale every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday lunchtime from the Studio, priced at £8 for 
adults and £5 for concessions with the pre-show meal prices at £16/£13.  Don’t delay as tickets 
for the Friday evening have almost sold out.  

Geography 

Year 8 have been learning about weather and climate and the issue of global warming.  This is 
something that they all felt quite passionate about. In response to this, we decided to take part in 
the COP24 #takeyourseat promoted by Sir David Attenborough and tweet the conference.  Below 
are tweets from three of our students, on why they felt they had to tweet their views: 

“Before Christmas in Australia there were 27 protests, against Global Warming. This is going to 
affect our generation and we are the ones who need to stop it. If we act now we can prevent it 
from damaging our earth much faster”. –Nimah Plunket (8W) 

“Tweeting about my view was important because it is something that world leaders cannot 
ignore.  There were many other inspirational tweets as well.  We played our part persuading the 
leaders to do something about Global Warming and Climate Change in our Geography lesson 
because we took our seat”. – Alex Gulliver (8W) 

“8W and Ms Lewendon posted our tweet on twitter at #takeyourseat, a huge event that gives 
people the opportunity to express their views on global warming. Our tweet consisted of reasons 
why we should act now! - Caitlyn Street (8W) 

PE 
 
Netball  
 
Year 9 
At the Ascot school’s netball tournament in January, the Ranelagh team played in the cup 
competition and competed admirably against the best teams in the area, beating Heathfield, LVS 



and St George’s, but losing to St Mary’s and The Marist.  They defended particularly well and 
worked really well as a team. 
   
Year 10 – Ascot school’s netball tournament 
It was good to see some players back playing competitively for the first time in a while and 
despite this, they played very well.  Evie Barrows (10U) made some outstanding interceptions. 
There was great attacking play from Bethyn Roberts (10V) and Emily Woodards (10W), with 
excellent shooting from Madison Aumonier (10U), all of which enabled the team to beat LVS, St 
Georges B, St Marys B and Heathfield to win the plate competition.  
 
Year 11 
The worked hard in their first match back after mock exams, but lost 3-6 to Edgbarrow in a 
closely contested game.  
  
U18 A Netball team  
The squad had an excellent start to their Super 9 netball league season, with wins over Reading 
Blue Coats A & B, Shiplake and Claire’s Court School.  However, the highlight of their season so far 
was on Saturday 26th January.  The U19 squad made Ranelagh history once again on the netball 
court.  This season the squad includes pupils from year 10 through to year 13.   Two years ago 
some members of this squad qualified for the regional finals of the English Schools’ competition, 
but were disappointed to only win two games and struggled to compete under the constant 
pressure.   It was with some trepidation that the girls travelled to Wavell school in Farnborough 
for their second attempt at competing at this level.  Our target was to beat our record from last 
time and to ‘enjoy the moment’ - well they certainly achieved that, beating Wycombe High, 
Aylesbury High, Peter Symons, Cowes and Barton Peveril to reach the final and qualify for the 
NATIONAL FINALS!  
 
This made history as it is the first ever time that Ranelagh has reached this stage of the 
competition.  We lost out at the final to Worthing college 7-12. The girls really did hold their 
nerve under huge pressure throughout the whole day, and were a credit to the school in the 
most exciting extra-curricular achievement that I have ever witnessed at Ranelagh. Well done 
girls and we all wish you good luck at Nationals in March.    
 
Mrs Nicolls 
 
U18 B netball team 
The first match saw them compete against Reading Blue Coat’s D-team with a tight first quarter. 
The group took some minutes to work out their dynamics, but, by the second quarter, Ranelagh 
found their feet and were scoring significantly higher than RBC.  The final score was 31-13, with 
Ellie Anderson (13D) being rightly selected as player of the match, due to some very impressive 
shooting.  The following week they also beat Reading Blue Coats C team 41-18, all girls played 
incredibly, with a special mention to Abi McDonnel  (12B) who was awarded player of the match 
due to her continuous determination to be available for the ball at any given moment.  The next 
week saw an unfortunate defeat to Shiplake 9-11.  This was a closely fought game with Colleen 
Harcourt (12B) and Edith Acquah (13A) impressing with their versatility and tenacity in defence. 
Most recently, the team were back to winning ways against Claire’s court with a 35-14 victory 
when Michelle Conning (12D) was awarded player of the match. 
  
 



Cross Country 
On Saturday 19th January, sixteen students competed in the Berkshire County School’s Cross 
Country Championships.  There were some excellent performances from the Ranelagh students 
on a dreary day in Newbury.  Most age group races had around 100 entrants, and places were on 
offer for the regional competition on 2nd February, as well as, trophies for team competitions, 
which are based on the scores of four runners.  Twelve of our students finished in the top 30 of 
their age group and Amy Young (11Z) finished first in her individual event and Jasmine Young 
(10V) finished second; Together with  Ella Benson (9W) and George Thomas (8Z), they were all 
invited to represent Berkshire in the southern inter-counties event.  Amy, Jasmine, Caitlin 
Battersby (11X) and Susie Mair (11Y), made up our impressive U17 girls team, who finished first in 
the team event.  
 
Year 7,  8  and Senior, Ascot Schools Swimming Gala 
This was the second time that we have attended this event and it is great to see that we have so 
many talented swimmers at Ranelagh, most of whom are training hard at clubs outside of school. 
There were some very impressive performances, particularly from Rhianna Battersby (8X), Bella 
McBride (8V), Freya Martin (8V) and Maxine Morris (8V).  All the year 8 team came away 
victorious overall in the their age group, alongside our year 10 and 11 swimmers who also won 
their team competition.  The year 7 team achieved some individual successes, but finished 5th out 
of 8 teams overall. 
 
Dance Show 

‘A festival of dance’ was the theme for 
this  year’s dance show which took 
place on the 23rd January.  This year 
girls and boys, from all seven year 
groups took part in a celebration of the 
different styles of dance. The show 
featured modern, contemporary, tap, 
jazz, ballet, latin and ballroom, 
commercial, theatrical, Bollywood, 
tribal and many other styles of dance 
demonstrating our dancers’ versatility 
and creativity.  We opened with a 

spectacular performance of The Greatest Show performed by 
sixth form and year 9 students and the rest of the show truly 
lived up to this title.   Congratulations to all the students involved for the dynamic and highly 
entertaining evening. It was a festival to remember.  

 



Yr 7 and 8 Indoor Athletics 
There was a lot of interest in competing In the Bracknell Forest Indoor Athletics competition this 
year resulting in trials being held to decide on the teams. The boys’ team finished second behind 
Garthill and the girls’ team finished first.  Both teams have qualified for the Berkshire School 
Games in March with Ranelagh winning the overall combined championship. 
 
Football 
The 1st XI made a great start to the season with a 10-2 victory over Reddam House.  It was a 
dominant performance from the team, in particular from Craig Barter (12E) and Nick Crowe (12E) 
on the left edge.  Unfortunately, this performance wasn't carried into the next two games and 
they have since suffered two defeats.  Time to re-group before an away trip to LVS followed by 
Claremont at home.  
 
Year 11 boys football 
The team had a tough start to the season with a defeat to Sandhurst.  The boys pulled themselves 
back together for a visit by Garth.  The game finished as a 2-2 draw, with goals from Daniel Smith 
(11Y) and Stanley Bell (11V).  Man of the match was goalkeeper Daniel Ames (11V) who pulled 
out more than a handful of world class saves to keep us in the game.  
 
Year 10 football 
With only one game played, the team fought hard for a 3-3 draw against Luckley house.  They will 
be looking to get their first win of the season against Embrook after half term. 
 
Year 9 football 
The season started with an away trip to Furze Platt, who have had a strong team in the past.  We 
played well for the majority of the match, but let our concentration slip which allowed Furze Platt 
to score two long-range shots.  We clawed one goal back before conceding again and the game 
finishing with a 3-1 loss.   The team bounced back against Waingels the week after with a 
restructure in the formation, which worked well.  Our players showed resilience to come back 
from a one-goal deficit and ran out eventual winners 3-1.  
 
Year 8 football 
The team have played two games so far against Charters and Sandhurst.  Charters was the first 
game for the players as a team at Ranelagh and we were finding our best formation.  We went 
behind from a quick start from Charters, but found our feet quickly to score three goals to win 
the match 3-1.  We then welcomed Sandhurst to Ranelagh in what was a physical and tough 
game. Both teams exchanged goals, but Sandhurst then went on to score an impressive winning 
goal five minutes before the whistle, winning 3-2. 
 
Year 7 football 
The year 7 team have currently only played one game this year, but this was a strong display 
against Kings Academy.  They played with a different team in each half, which showed their 
strength and depth.  The game started with a quick succession of goals from the Ranelagh team.  
Defensively we were also very strong, finishing the game 4-1 winners.  
 
 
 
 
 



RE 
 
RE Ambassadors 
This year’s RE Ambassadors have recently embarked on their first trip to Jennett’s Park primary 
school to present to students a philosophical/religious topic of their choice.  After positive feedback 
from both the staff and students at the schoolwe are delighted that they have all passed the 
scheme.  Congratulations to the following students: Phoebe Turner (10Y), Douglas Greenan (10W), 
Freya Martinez (10W), Ruth Virgo (10U), Harriet Taylor (10X), Georgia Bell (12B), Rebekah 
Patterson (12B) and Hannah Vonka (12C). 
 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 
 
Sam Cooper (10W) recently took part in the local heat of the Rotary Young Chef competition.  He 
had a carefully considered menu, consisting of Crab Ravioli and a Creme Brulee.  The heat was 
definitely on in the kitchen, with other contestants from local schools including LVS, Luckley 
House, and Easthampstead Park.  
 
Sam had 1.5 hours to cook two servings of his dish and present them to the judging panel, which 
consisted of professional chefs from local restaurants. 
 
Sam was placed third in the competition, with one of judges being particularly impressed and 
inviting Sam to undertake some work experience at Bluebells Restaurant in Ascot. Well done 
Sam! 
 
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available during of the spring term: 
 

Department Activity Year 
Group 

Day / Time Location 

English Creative Writing Club Year 7, 8 
& 9 

Wednesday’s 
Break time  
11.10 – 11.30am 

Library 

ICT and 
Computing 

Computing and Cyber 
Security Club 

Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 12 

Wednesdays Week 1 
12.35-13:25pm 

C67 

MFL Spanish GCSE clinic Year 11 Wednesday Week 2 
12.30 – 1.00pm 

S36 

French GCSE clinic Year 11 Wednesday week 2 
12.30 – 1.00pm 

S39 

Spanish GCSE clinic Year 11 Friday week 2 
12.30 – 1.00pm 

S38 

Prayer Group Easter Prayer Space All  Monday 1st April until 
Friday 5th April 2019 

Beacon B 

 

 

 



ROUTINE INFORMATION 
 
School opening times  
The School Office will be closed over the February half term break.  
 
New Staff 
 
In January, we welcomed Mr Ruben Sacrissan who is our new Curriculum Leader for Computing 
and ICT.  We wish him every success as he settles into the Ranelagh family. 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
 
PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1). 
 
Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 2). 
 
Prayer Group – dates for the next meetings to be held in the Library are: 
Monday 4th March – 7.30pm 
Monday 29th April – 7.30pm 
Monday 10th June – 7.30pm 
Students, staff and parents are welcome to attend. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 18 – Friday 22 February Half Term 
Monday 25 February Fairtrade fortnight 
Tuesday 26 February Royal Albert Hall choir rehearsal 

6.15-8.15pm at Luckley House 
Wednesday 27 February Year 12/13 Maths Inspiration at the Hexagon 

Year 7 parents’ information evening (SHU) 5.00 – 8.00pm 
Thursday 28 February Year 11 History – play at Henley-on-Thames 

Friday 1 March Year 8 and 9 UKMT Team Challenge 
Saturday 2 March Duke of Edinburgh training 
Monday 4 March Prayer Group – Beacon B – 7.30pm 

Students/Staff/Parents welcome 
Wednesday 6 March Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion 

School Production 7.00pm 
Thursday 7 March World Book Day 

School Production 7.00pm 
Friday 8 March Year 13 A Level History conference 

School Production 7.00pm 
Saturday 9 March Mock Trial local heat (tbc) 

Royal Albert Hall choir rehearsal at Loddon Valley Leisure 
Centre, Lower Early, Reading 



Monday 10 March Senior and Junior Choirs to Royal Albert Hall 
Year 13 A Level Economics revision conference at 
Edgbarrow this week 

Wednesday 13 March Year 12 Geography fieldwork 
Year 9/10 Multi Skills Leaders Event 
Year 10 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Thursday 14 March Chris Bradford – Author visit  
 

Friday 15 March Year 7 Animal Roadshow 
Saturday 16 March Mock Trial local heat (tbc) 
Sunday 17 March Duke of Edinburgh – practice expedition depart 
Monday 18 March Lent Projects (9U, 9V and 9W) 

Duke of Edinburgh – practice expedition return 
Year 12 Exams week 1 

Wednesday 20 March Lent Project (8U, 8V and 8W) 
Thursday 21 March Year 7/8 Boys’ Teens evening 7.00 – 8.00pm 
Friday 22 March P1/P2 Year 10 ‘Romeo & Juliet’ Globe Players 

PTA Quiz night 
Monday 25 March Lent projects this week  

Year 12 Exams week 2 
Tuesday 26 March Year 8 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 
Friday 22 March Lent Projects (7U, 7V and 7W) 
Monday 25 March Lent Projects (9X, 9Y and 9Z) 
Wednesday 27 March  Lent Projects (8X, 8Y and 8Z) 
Friday 29 March Lent Projects (7X, 7Y and 7Z) 

Year 10 French exchange departs 
Year 10/12 Spanish exchange departs 

Tuesday 2 April Year 12 Geography fieldwork 
Wednesday 3 April Year 10 French exchange return 
Thursday 4 April Year 10/12 Spanish exchange return 
Friday 5 April Year 8 Ski Trip to Austria departs 

[End of Term] 
Monday 8 – Monday 22 April Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 23 April Professional Training Day 

STEM 3M Challenge 
Wednesday 24 April Start of Summer Term 

Summer Uniform 
Year 13 Business Conference (tbc) 

 

And finally… 

As we draw to the end of Mental Health Week, and with the exam season only just around the 
corner for all of our students, we would like to encourage you to visit the Keeping Well Staying 
Safe area of our website.  There is genuine value in making yourself familiar with the content you 



find here; even if you are not experiencing difficulities, you may know someone who is. And if you 
think there is anything missing, please let us know by emailing study@ranelagh.bracknell-
forest.sch.uk 

  

Yours sincerely 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher 



Ranelagh P.T.A. 
 

pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ranelagh.pta 
 

Appendix 1 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Fundraising Update 

Toilet Refurbishment Project 

The first of the toilet refurbishments is still going ahead during the Easter holidays. An additional £70 
has been donated online via the BT My Donate fundraising page since Christmas so thank you if you 
have donated! 

You can donate online at https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/ranelaghschoolpta or send in cheques 
made payable to Ranelagh PTA via the school office marked 'Toilet Refurbishment Appeal'. 

Easyfundraising Update 

Well done to those who remembered to buy their 
Christmas shopping through easyfundraising - the new 

total raised is a whopping £2110.25, with £124.36 
raised this month and an additional 3 supporters! We 
now have 134 supporters, which is fantastic, but there 
are many more who could sign up! 

Remember this costs you nothing to use. The stores 
you buy from donate to the school to say thank you to 
you for shopping with them. You can shop at M&S, Amazon, Ebay and John Lewis to name but a few. 
If you are planning a holiday, you can shop at major online travel companies e.g Expedia, 
Lastminute.com or Thomas cook.  Thank you to all of you who have already signed up to support our 
cause. 

Not got an account?  It's simple to sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk - follow the link and 
register stating that Ranelagh School PTA-Berkshire. Please keep it coming! 

Sign up to help serve refreshments at Parent Teacher Consultation Evenings 

Are any parents willing to help to serve refreshments at any of the forthcoming parent teacher 
consultations from 5pm-8pm please? 

 13 March - Year 10 
 26 March - Year 8 

It is best if you don't volunteer if you are planning to see 
your child's teachers on those dates. 

To sign up to help please go to: 
http://signup.com/go/LHDMceZ  



Ranelagh P.T.A. 
 

pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ranelagh.pta 
 

Appendix 1 

 

Parent Polls 

Many thanks to everyone who gave their votes in the 
recent online Parent Polls to gauge levels of interest in 
possible new event ideas. 

The results were: 

1) Year 8 Disco:  

a) Facebook: Yes 86% (25) No 14% (4) 

b) Google Forms: Yes 46% (47) No 30% (30) Maybe 
23% (23)  

2) Open Air Film Night & Picnic:  

a) Facebook: Yes 86% (124) No 14% (14) 

b) Google Forms: Yes 46% (60) No 16% (21) Maybe 37% (49)  

3) Ranelagh Parent Ball  

a) Facebook: Yes 52% (73) No 48% (67) 

b) Google Forms: Yes 29% (38) 45% (60) No 25% (32) Maybe 

At the recent PTA meeting it was agreed that we would investigate each event opportunity in 
further detail before committing to them. We'll keep you posted of any decisions made. 

 

Can your Company Help? 

Don't forget we have produced a letter template which 
you can adapt and send to your employer asking for 
financial help for the school. Or if you're a business 
owner perhaps you might consider agreeing to get 
involved yourself.  

Download the template from the PTA home page on the 
school website or contact pta@ranelagh.bracknell-
forest.sch.uk 

 

 



Ranelagh P.T.A. 
 

pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
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Dates for your Diary in 2019  

Friday 22 March 2019  Quiz Night – booking form attached 

Wed 15 May 2019 Year 7 Disco  

Friday 10 May 2019  80’s Tribute Night 

Saturday  6 July 2019 Founders Day  

 

 

Remember to let us know if you have any fundraising ideas by contacting the PTA via Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/ or email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 

Appendix 2  

 
 
Dear Parents, 

The Friends of Ranelagh has been active for very many years, helping pupils to thrive 
through the generosity of parents. 

Our key task is to convey to parents, particularly those parents who have children who are 
new to the school, the importance of the work we do but this work can only be achieved 
from donations we receive. 

Every year, as new parents learn about the school, within all the leaflets and forms they 
receive, details of the Friends of Ranelagh is just one part. The Friends will be looking at 
ways to increase the prominence of our work as we are very keen to make sure all parents 
are clear about the choice to donate or not.  

Over the last few years, the Friends have seen the number of parents responding to our 
request to donate (either positively or not) decline; we want to encourage all parents to let 
us know their preference, one way or another, so that we can plan accordingly. All this is 
complicated by data protection regulations. 

That said, we continue to be most grateful to those parents who do contribute – the 
trustees always consider very carefully how these donations are spent and to those parents 
who do not yet make a donation, I would encourage you to do so; a monthly commitment 
of £10 (or more!) during your child's time at Ranelagh will make a significant difference to 
what the Friends can do for them and our school. 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Friends or to make a donation, please 
do contact me: robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 

 Thank you 

Robert McLean 
Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

 


