
 

 

 

9th February 2018 

 

Dear Parents 

 

It has been encouraging this week to finally sense the onset of spring.  The weather remains cold, 

but the mornings are getting lighter, though this was probably not apparent to staff and students in 

Year 11 who departed from Bracknell at 4am on Thursday for the History residential visit to Berlin! 

 

Whilst the last half term has been full and active for us all, one member of staff who has been 

especially busy since January has been Deputy Headteacher, Mr Williams.  For three days a week 

he has been working with pupils and staff at Jennett’s Park Church of England Primary School as 

Acting Headteacher.  As you are aware, Jennett’s Park is our partner school in the Bonitas Multi-

Academy Trust and, in addition to undertaking his responsibilities as Head, Mr Williams is exploring 

ways in which both schools can work together to further develop our understanding of what 

excellent transition from key stage 2 to key stage 3 looks like.  In the meantime governors and 

trustees are seeking to appoint Jennett’s Park’s new Headteacher for September 2018.   

 

Another area in which there has been considerable activity this term has been the launch of plans 

to develop the school’s grass sports pitch facilities at Larges Lane.  You will have received a letter 

about this in January and if you have yet to do so, I would encourage you to visit our website and 

take a look at the information there.  The plans are genuinely exciting, as they would allow us to 

provide outstanding facilities for our students and for our community.  At a time when public 

sector funding is under so much pressure, we are enormously grateful to Bracknell Town Football 

Club for their vision and commitment to the project.  If you have not already done so, please do 

join those who have already visited the Bracknell-Forest planning site to support the proposal.  

 

https://planapp.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?previousCaseType=Property&previousKeyVal=OIWJ6UBV03N00&acti

veTab=summary&previousCaseUprn=010093381446&previousCaseNumber=OIWJ5QBV03N00&keyVal

=P1M3PABVJ1I00 

 

If you have added your details in support, then thank you.  This is an opportunity we simply do not 

want to miss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DDDDEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWS    

    

MusicMusicMusicMusic    

    

‘Sound Around’ project with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra‘Sound Around’ project with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra‘Sound Around’ project with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra‘Sound Around’ project with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra    

Ranelagh’s Music Department has the great honour this term of working with one of the most 

famous orchestras in the world, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.  The project is entitled ‘Sound 

Around’, and involves 19 of our students producing three concerts at The Hexagon, Reading at 

which the Royal Philharmonic will perform.  Our Young Producers have had to design and produce 

every single element of the show, including presenting on stage (in front of 1200 people), 

controlling the lighting and sound desks, designing the theme of the show and hosting the VIP 

guests.  In addition, our students have chosen every item on the set list, have designed the 

programme and will even get to stage-manage during the concerts. 

 

This project is a phenomenal opportunity for our students as we are the only school in Berkshire 

involved. The students have been working hard during workshops with members of the orchestra 

and the technical team from The Hexagon, in order to make sure that the concerts are a 

resounding success.  

 

Performances are in March and I will keep you updated on their progress. Similarly, you can follow 

the new Music Department Twitter page ‘@RanelaghMusic’ which the Young Producers are 

regularly updating with their progress.  

 

    
 

Musical items in AssemblyMusical items in AssemblyMusical items in AssemblyMusical items in Assembly    

One of the many performing opportunities available to our students is the chance to perform a 

musical item in whole school assembly. Not only does it enable performers a chance to develop 

their performing skills in front of a large, appreciative audience, it also gives students in all year 

groups a chance to witness some of the very best musical talent that Ranelagh has to offer.  So far 

this term, performances have included Bethany Cook (10Y), who performed ‘Danse’ from Sicilienne 

et Danse by Michel Meriot on saxophone, a piano performance by Ella Stephens (13D), who played 

‘Intermezzo in A minor’ by Brahms and Harry Legge (7Z) who performed on piano ‘Indian Pony 

Race’ by David Carr Glover. These students wowed the assembly hall, showing mature 

interpretations and technical skill in three very complicated pieces. Very well done to them all! 



    

DramaDramaDramaDrama    

    

The rehearsals for the school production of Peter Pan & Wendy, 

which takes place on Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd 

February are well underway.  Tickets are now on sale from the 

Studio at break-time.  Ticket prices are £6 for concessions and 

£10 for adults.  On Thursday night’s performance there is a pre-

show themed buffet starting at 6.15pm, the ticket prices are £12 

for concessions and £16 for adults.  They are already selling fast, 

with only 25 tickets left for the Friday evening so ensure you 

don't miss out! 

    

            
    

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

    

Mock Trial research visitMock Trial research visitMock Trial research visitMock Trial research visit    to Reading Magistrates Courtto Reading Magistrates Courtto Reading Magistrates Courtto Reading Magistrates Court 

On the morning of the 24th of January, this year’s Mock Trial Team visited Reading Magistrates 

Court.  The aim was to gain familiarity with a genuine courtroom and practise our performance in 

advance of the schools competition on 17th March.  When we arrived, we learnt about the 

courtroom layout and our witnesses, Tom Monaghan (9X), Eve Lester (8X), Freya Martinez (9W) 

and Sophie Edwards (8U), were able to practice their projection in a much bigger space than usual.  

In addition, the defendant was able to sit in the dock and get a true feel for an actual trial. 

 

In the courtroom, we focused on the cross examination in which everybody did extremely well. The 

lawyers, Caitlin Elliot (9X), Alison Patton (9U), Phoebe Turner (9Y) and Lauren Spooner (8Y), with 

expert help from real lawyers and magistrates, were able to develop their questions and 

performance skills. The ushers and legal advisors, Lydia Burch (8U), James Riley (9V) and Lara Gell 

(8W), also received excellent advice from the experts, with a real usher showing us how to control 

a courtroom! 

After our run through, and a very intense debate, the magistrates, Joseph Fuller (9X), Charlotte 

Menon (8W), and Harriet Taylor (9X), finally decided that the defendant was innocent. 

Written by the Mock Trial Team. 

 

MFLMFLMFLMFL    

    

French Exchange 2018French Exchange 2018French Exchange 2018French Exchange 2018    

In January, a group of students and year 10 and year 12 travelled to France on an exchange trip to 

improve their language abilities and experience the French culture. 

 

We were all excited as we boarded the coach to the airport and travelled by aeroplane to France. 

On our arrival after a great journey later that evening, we met the French student we were 



exchanging with for the first time at the Marseille airport. They were so welcoming, and we all 

looked forward to the week ahead. 

 

As it was a school day on Wednesday, we 

had an early start to travel to our host 

school.  It was so big and different to any 

school that we had seen before.  They did 

not have form rooms, change of lessons 

was signaled by music rather than a bell 

and students wore their own clothes as 

opposed to a uniform.  When everyone had 

arrived at the school, our exchange 

partners went to their normal lessons. 

Whilst they were in their lessons, we  took 

a bus ride to a town called Aix en Provence.  It was so beautiful and we enjoyed great weather.  

Having made our way to the town centre we asked (in French) for a map of the town. We also 

picked up a treasure hunt, which helped guide us around and show us sights including, amazing 

sculptures, statues, patisseries and other French shops (such as the cold meat shop). In France, 

children have a half day off school on Wednesday, so we came home and met our exchange 

partners for lunch.  The food is so delicious! 

 

The next day we again travelled early to school.  Many of us took the bus and it was so much fun to 

meet new people, who were so friendly and talkative.   That day we travelled to the town of 

Marseille and ate our lunch in a Roman colosseum that was ranked the 20th largest in the world! 

We saw a ruined Roman theatre but it was still so beautiful.  Later that night a French bake-off was 

held at the school to celebrate the exchange.  Each pair baked an amazing cake.  They were all 

delicious and the winner was an extraordinary almond-rainbow cake.  

 

On our last trip out as a class on Friday, we went to a soap shop (Savon de Marseille) where we 

learnt about the history of soap making and why it was important in Marseille.  The soap only 

contains three ingredients, sourced locally.  The process of making soap is so interesting; it can take 

over a week just to create one bar.  We all made our own bar to take home to our families and it 

smelled so good that someone bought a 3kg bar! 

 

The weekend was filled with many fun activities that our exchange families had prepared for us 

such as, horse riding, watching a French film, going to the beach, shopping and much more.  We 

were all sad to say goodbye.  In the car on the way to the airport we all realised how much our 

French accent and vocabulary had improved.  

 

It was a trip we will never forget.  Now are all looking forward to hosting the French students and 

showing them around where we live.  

 

By Amy Harris and Daisy Sturdy  

    

RERERERE    

    

Year 7 trip to Reading mosqueYear 7 trip to Reading mosqueYear 7 trip to Reading mosqueYear 7 trip to Reading mosque  

This term the RE department enjoyed another successful series of visits to Abu Bakr Mosque in 

Reading. We experienced various activities, tour of the mosque and a question and answer session.  

We listened as Imam Muhammad, the leader of the Mosque, recited a story from the Quran in 

Arabic. 

 



During the tour, we saw the room where Muslims perform wudu; the washing sequence they have 

to complete prior to praying.  All of us were amazed at how big and beautiful the mosque was and 

we admired the carpet with lines on it that faced Mecca.  This carpet is used for praying, and it is 

where the congregation stand, shoulder to shoulder, during services. 

 

A big thank you to the Abu Bakr mosque for the brilliant experience they provided for us. We have 

learnt a lot about the Islamic religion that will help us in our future of Religious Studies education. 

    

Report by    Sophia Azzopardi and George Thomas (7Z) 

 

MathematicsMathematicsMathematicsMathematics    

 

NSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number Day    

Once again this year, the mathematics department organised 

a number day with activities to raise awareness and money 

for the work of the NSPCC.  

 

Students in years 7 and 8 had the opportunity to collect 

sponsorship for the number of sums they could complete in 

an allocated time slot.  Students also took part in a “loose 

change” challenge building towers and covering an NSPCC 

sign in exchange for House points.   

 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting this cause.  We 

will report in the next newsletter how much money we raised, 

but rest assured, we all had fun with numbers.  

    

Design & Technology (Food)Design & Technology (Food)Design & Technology (Food)Design & Technology (Food)    

    

Year 9 visit to L’Year 9 visit to L’Year 9 visit to L’Year 9 visit to L’OrtolanOrtolanOrtolanOrtolan    

On Wednesday 17th January a group of Year 9 

students visited L’Ortolan – a Michelin star 

restaurant near Reading.  The staff were preparing 

for the evening service and meticulously laying the 

tables.  We were given a tour of the restaurant and 

heard how the staff welcome their guests. This 

includes finding out about any allergies and 

requirements they may have, information which is 

kept so that guests don’t have to repeat 

themselves next time they visit. 

 

The chef team was busy in the kitchen preparing the evening dishes as well as a special dessert dish 

for us, which we were all looking forward to.  In the meantime the manager told us how they 

achieved their Michelin Star.  The assessors come to the restaurant on two separate occasions, 

once as a guest, when they eat in the dining room without telling the restaurant their identity.   

Prior to the second visit, they announce that they are assessing that evening.  At this time, staff do 

not know if inspectors have uncovered anything that is not quite right, so every night has to be 

perfect!   L’Ortolan has held their star for over 10 years, which is quite an achievement. 

 

Once it was ready, Tom Clarke, the head chef, brought the much anticipated dessert to us.  He told 

us all about its origin.  The dish was a millionaires’ shortbread with popcorn-infused ice cream and 

dried banana.  He had been doing some work with Nestle on the toffee crisp and that product 



inspired this dessert.  There wasn’t a crumb left on anyone’s plate, even the chocolate decoration 

disappeared! 

 

This trip gave a fantastic insight into the restaurant industry.  Everyone enjoyed seeing the 

restaurant being set up, looking at the menus and hearing stories of famous people the staff have 

served.   

 

PEPEPEPE    

 

Cross countryCross countryCross countryCross country    

Following the recent county and southern inter-counties cross country events, we are delighted to 

announced that four of our girls, Jasmine Young (9V), Amy Young (10Z), Kitty Mair (8U) and  Elena 

Carey (13D) with Ella Benson (8W) in reserve, have been selected to represent Berkshire at the 

English schools Championship in Leeds on 17th March 2018.  Congratulations on this excellent 

achievement. 

 

    

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIES    

 

A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available during of the spring term: 

 

Department Activity Year 

Group 

Day / Time Location 

Business Young Enterprise Year 12 Monday  

3.35pm-4.35pm  

G3 / G4 

Drama Drama Club Year 8 Monday  

12.45pm-1.25pm 

C56 

Drama Drama Club Year 7 Wednesday  

12.45pm-1.25pm 

Studio 

English Book Club Year 7 Friday (Week 2) 

11.10am – 11.25am  

Library 

Carnegie Book Club 

(Running March-June) 

Year 8 and 

9 

Wednesday (Week 1) 

11.10am-11.45am 

Library 

Creative Writing Club Year 7, 8 

and 9 

Wednesday 

12:50-1:20 

S44 

MFL 

 

Spanish GCSE speaking and 

writing practice 

Year 11 Tuesday (Week 2)  

12.30pm-1.00pm 

Wednesday (Week 1) 

12.30pm-1.00pm 

S36 

Spanish A Level speaking 

practice 

Year 12 & 

13 

Monday  

12.30pm-1.30pm 

S38 

Music Woodwind Ensemble All Monday  

12:45pm – 1:20pm 

M1 

Senior Choir Year  

8 – 13 

Tuesday  

12:45pm – 1:20pm 

M1 

Junior Choir Year 7 Friday  

12:45pm – 1:20pm 

M1 

String Group All Friday 

12:45pm – 1:20pm 

M2 

 

 



 

ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

    

School opening times  

The School Office will be closed over the February half term break.  

 

 

STAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFING    

This term we say goodbye to a number of staff who are retiring/moving on to pastures new. We 

would like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in the classroom and 

beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us: 

 

John Clifford  Teaching Assistant 

Richard Davies  Science Technician 

 

New StaffNew StaffNew StaffNew Staff    

In January, we also welcomed two new teachers to the Science department.  Mrs Sara Naughton is 

teaching Biology and Mrs Heather Nield is teaching Chemistry.  We wish them every success as they 

settle into the Ranelagh family. 

 

Former members of staffFormer members of staffFormer members of staffFormer members of staff    

In January this year, we were delighted to receive the news that former Director of Music at the 

school, Mr David Wilson was recognised in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List.  Mr Wilson, who 

worked at Ranelagh from September 1959 to August 1997, and is conductor of the Slough 

Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus, was recipient of the British Empire Medal for services to music 

and young people.  Former students may remember Mr Wilson for his productions, which included 

West Side Story and Carmen and will, no doubt, be heartened to hear of this latest achievement.  

 

RecruitmentRecruitmentRecruitmentRecruitment----    Exams OfficeExams OfficeExams OfficeExams Office 

The Ranelagh Exams Office is looking to recruit friendly, efficient and flexible invigilators to join our 

team assisting with internal and external school examinations.  No experience is necessary as full 

training is provided and a competitive hourly rate will be offered to the successful candidates.   In 

the first instance please send a brief CV marked for the attention of  Mrs Claire Greeves, Exams 

Manager at Ranelagh, or email to cgreeves@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk.  Interviews will be 

held in February and March and there will be opportunities to work in the summer term.  Please 

note a full DBS check will be required. 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

PTAPTAPTAPTA    ––––    Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1). 

 

Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh ––––    News and updates (Appendix 2). 

 

    

DATES FOR YOUR DATES FOR YOUR DATES FOR YOUR DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDIARYDIARYDIARY    

Mon 12Mon 12Mon 12Mon 12––––    FriFriFriFri    16 16 16 16 February February February February     Half TermHalf TermHalf TermHalf Term    

Fri 16  - Tues 20 February Year 12 and 13 Art visit to Florence 

Mon 19 February Year 8 trip to the Hexagon 

Wed 21 February Holy Communion at Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell 

Thur 22 February School Production “Peter Pan and Wendy” 

Fri 23 February Year 11 History revision - Newbury 



School Production “Peter Pan and Wendy” 

Mon 26 February Fair trade fortnight 

Tue 27 February Year 12 Maths Inspiration, Hexagon, Reading 

Thur 1 March World Book Day 

Thur 8 March Year 7 Parents’ evening & second hand uniform sale, 

5– 8pm 

Mon 12 March  National Science Week 

Tues 13 March Year 12 Geography fieldwork - Studland Heath 

Thur 15 March Year 13 Biologists to Oxford University 

Fri 16 March Year 7 Science Animal Roadshow 

Sat 17 – Tues 20 March Wilderness UK II  

Mon 19 March Eco week 

Thur 22 March Year 12 Geography fieldwork - Reading 

Fri 23 March Year 10 - Globe Players ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 10am Hall 

Year 9 theatre trip London Women in Black – 5.45pm 

returning 11.45pm 

Mon 26 March Holy week 

Tues 27 March Year 8 parents’ evening 5-8pm 

Multi Skills Leaders – all day event 

Wed 28 March Whole school photograph 

Thur 29 MarchThur 29 MarchThur 29 MarchThur 29 March    End of Spring TermEnd of Spring TermEnd of Spring TermEnd of Spring Term    

Fri 30 MarchFri 30 MarchFri 30 MarchFri 30 March    Good Friday (Bank Holiday)Good Friday (Bank Holiday)Good Friday (Bank Holiday)Good Friday (Bank Holiday)    

Sat 31 March – Sun 8 April Year 8 – Ski Trip to Italy  

Mon 2 Mon 2 Mon 2 Mon 2 ––––    Fri 13 AprFri 13 AprFri 13 AprFri 13 Apr    Easter HolidaysEaster HolidaysEaster HolidaysEaster Holidays    

Mon 16 AprMon 16 AprMon 16 AprMon 16 Apr    Professional Training DayProfessional Training DayProfessional Training DayProfessional Training Day    

Tues 17 AprTues 17 AprTues 17 AprTues 17 Apr    Start of Summer TermStart of Summer TermStart of Summer TermStart of Summer Term    

Summer Uniform 

 

 

And finally…And finally…And finally…And finally…    

    

At this time of the school year our particular thoughts are with students in Years 11 and 15, who, 

following this half term’s mock examinations, are settling in earnest to the next phase of their 

revision and exam preparation.  We wish them and their families a calm and productive half term 

break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

   
Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher    



Appendix 1 

Ranelagh PTA 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Thank you to those parents who have already volunteered to help with teas and 

coffees for the information and parents’ evenings, also to those of have offered to 

help at some of our future events 

Easy Fundraising  

The easiest way to help raise funds whilst enjoying a bit of online shopping is to sign 

up to easyfundraising.org.uk.  or download the app.  It is quick and easy and also 

lets you know where you are in the table of highest fundraisers - nothing like a bit of 

healthy competition when it comes to shopping! 

 

Future PTA Events 2018 

PTA Meeting Wednesday 7th March 7pm Beacon Room A – newcomers 

welcome. 

Quiz Night   Friday 23rd March – SOLD OUT 

Year 7 Disco  Thursday 17th May – ticket details will be sent out soon 

Elvis Night  Friday 29th June – Save the date  

Founder’s Day Saturday 7th July – We would love to hear from anyone who 

would like to help support the PTA with the co-ordination of this 

event. We are also looking for a volunteer to arrange our Silent 

Auction for Founders Day.  We have all the templates and 

information, and a PTA member will show you the ropes.  If you 

are able to help with either of these we would love to hear from 

you.  Please get in touch using the contact details below. 

 

Look out for information regarding these events nearer the time and we would love 

to hear of any ideas you have about events that we could host at the school. You 

can always get in touch via the PTA link on the website, Facebook Ranelgh PTA or 

email me at nicolajdaniell@gmail.com 

 

 



Raising money for your children’s benefit 

Through the generous giving of parents and others, the Friends can 
provide the school with much needed financial support for large scale 
projects. Some of the projects supported in the past include: 
 

 the refurbishment of 4 Science laboratories (£292,000) 

 the refurbishment of the school hall (£123,000) 

 the refurbishment of the gymnasium sprung floor (£5,000) 
 IT equipment including white boards, computers, software and  

infrastructure (£118,000) 

 site security and safety improvements (£26,000) 
 

This charity is eligible for Gift Aid. Charity No: 1060543 

Clickable logo 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofranelagh

