
 

 

 

 

 

21st July 2017  

 

Dear Parents 

 

On Saturday 7th July the school celebrated yet another very successful Founder’s Day Festival.  Only 

the day before, in that quiet part of the afternoon when students have left for the day, I visited the 

Main Hall to check on the preparations for the following day’s events.  The hall was empty and as I 

watched the sun streaming through the coloured glass cross in the sanctuary, I took the 

opportunity for a moment of quiet reflection.  

 

This has undoubtedly been a very challenging year in education.  The financial landscape has been 

undeniably bleak; new qualifications have brought considerable pressures to bear on both students 

and staff and, in our acts of collective worship, we have often spent time reflecting upon one after 

another tragic event in wider society.  However, in my moment of contemplation, I found myself 

giving thanks. Ranelagh remains a very special place and there is much for which we can and 

should be grateful. 

 

Founder’s Day Festival is a case in point.  It began with a thoroughly uplifting Holy Communion 

service led by Revd Les Jesudason.  We were delighted to see the hall so full of parents and friends 

of the school and they, in turn, were delighted to enjoy excellent music from the school choir 

which was, this year, accompanied by former Director of Music, Mr Stephen Scotchmer and his 

wife, Sarah.  Preaching during the service was Rev’s Sir Philip Watts, interim Vicar of Warfield 

Church and member of the Board of Trustees of our newly formed Bonitas Muli-Academy Trust. 

  

If the service represents all that is special in terms of the spiritual life of the school, the wide range 

of activities which followed, said much about the commitment of our staff, our students and our 

fantastic PTA.  Events and exhibitions in classrooms, laboratories and the sports hall showcased 

some of the best of the year’s work, whilst our traditional tea room and market place 

demonstrated the energy, enthusiasm and dedication of our parent volunteers.  The funds raised 

are important, but so too is this annual opportunity to come together as a community, and I am 

grateful to all of those who worked to ensure that this year’s Festival was such a success.  

 

One of the other benefits of our annual Founder’s Day is the chance it often provides to spend time 

reminiscing with former Ranelagh students and staff.  Amongst their number this year was the 

school’s fourth Headteacher here at Ranelagh, Mr Richard Allen.  I know that he had lots of happy 

conversations with those who remembered his time at the school.  Whenever I hear these 

exchanges I think that it is time we did more as a school to nurture and develop a network for our 

alumni.  To that end I would like to ask whether any parent or carer is aware of a former student 

who may be interested in the possibility of undertaking an internship at the school with this project 

in mind.  We have a rich history and a flourishing archive – it would be lovely to make more of the 

opportunity to establish contact with former students who maintain an affection for and genuine 

interest in their old school.  If you know anyone who might be prepared to undertake this piece of 

work, then please ask them to contact me via the school office.  

 

 



In terms of the things for which we can be thankful, I have merely scratched the surface.  In the 

100th edition of the Ranelagh School Chronicle which went to final print this week (further copies 

available for purchase from the school), there is so much more to see.  My final word of thanks is to 

you, for the support you have provided throughout another busy year.  We could not do what we 

do without you.         

 

 

HOUSE NEWS HOUSE NEWS HOUSE NEWS HOUSE NEWS     

We are delighted to announce the overall winners of this year’s House competition.  The ribbon on 

the trophy for the next twelve months will be GREEN.  The points accrued by each of the five 

Houses were as follows: 

 

BarnettBarnettBarnettBarnett    BraybrookBraybrookBraybrookBraybrook    CleaveCleaveCleaveCleave    WatersonWatersonWatersonWaterson    WinrowWinrowWinrowWinrow    

7376 6882 8207 7412 6722 

 

Congratulations to all those who have earned points on behalf of their house over the course of 

the last twelve months.  The pinnacle of the year’s competition was our Sport’s Day on 7th July.  In 

very warm conditions students competed with great determination, cheered on enthusiastically by 

their peers in the stands. 

 

 

DDDDEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWS 

    

Design & TechnologyDesign & TechnologyDesign & TechnologyDesign & Technology    

    

Chef’s visit to Ranelagh 

On Wed 12th July, Chef Spencer visited Ranelagh School to work with group 8E. Chef Spencer is a 

lecturer at Westminter Kingsway College in London, where famous graduates 

include Jamie Oliver, Ainsley Harriot, and Antony Worrel Thompson. 

 

We were extremely fortunate that the visit to Ranelagh was funded through 

the chef’s “Adopt a School” scheme which meant that all the ingredients were 

provided free of charge for our students. 

 

The session started with Chef Spencer demonstrating how to make a dessert- 

banana and caramel chocolate torte with beignets. This involved using 

ingredients with which many students were unfamiliar, including gelatine and 

choux pastry. Everyone made a huge effort in working with their ingredients 

and at the end of the day each member of the group took home a beautifully presented dessert. 

 

The next dish students had the opportunity to produce was a salmon nicoise 

quails eggs and caviar! This really did test their willingness to try new foods, but 

safe to say, the dish was a success and all the flavours complemented each other 

perfectly.  

 

Chef Spencer spent a good deal of time showing everybody how to plate their 

dishes and present them well. He had numerous accompaniments and 

decorative delights to ensure that all the dishes were presented to Michelin star 

standard. The overall favourite were the “chef’s kisses”- mini meringues! 

We were very grateful that Chef Spencer was able to give up his time to come 

into school and hopefully we look forward to working with him again in the future! 

 



Cooking Club – Club Buffet 

The club has had another successful year, running after school on Thursdays. 

This term, we have been practising recipes to serve to parents at the end of 

year buffet for parents. 

  

On the menu were dough balls with garlic and herb butter, sausage rolls, 

scotch eggs, mini pizzas, bruschetta, dips and crudités, chicken filo parcels, 

mini quiches, and sweet chili chicken kebabs. In addition, we prepared an 

array of desserts, including profiteroles and warm chocolate sauce, mini 

cookies, mini lemon meringue pies, and a jam and cream swiss roll. 

 

Everything for the buffet was made from scratch, and carefully 

costed to ensure we had enough money to buy the ingredients. We 

managed to remain in budget, with a small amount left over, which 

was used to buy some drinks for the buffet. 

 

We spent 2 hours after school cooking all these recipes, and had to 

time everything so that it would be ready for parents when they 

arrived at 5:30pm. The kitchen remained “mostly” calm, and we 

didn’t have any major disasters!  

 

Once all the cooking had finished, we were able to enjoy the buffet with our guests. All of the 

feedback was really positive and everybody enjoyed our food, so we look forward to putting it on 

again next year! 

 

Year 8 Food Trip to France 

On Saturday 15th July, 43 members of year 8 hauled themselves 

out of bed at 4am in order to get to school for 4:45am!  

Everyone was very excited as the long awaited Food Tech tip to 

France had arrived! 

 

We left school at 5am and arrived at Dover on time. Soon, we 

were on a ferry crossing the channel. For some students, it was 

their first time out of the UK so there was great excitement all 

round. 

 

Once we arrived in France, we had our first visit to the Buc A Sec sweet factory where we saw a live 

demonstration of the manufacture of hard boiled sweets and learnt how soft chewy sweets are 

made. Once a fresh batch of strawberry sweets had been made, we were the prime candidates for 

some quality control testing! 

 

After the visit to Bec A Sec, it was straight onto the chocolate factory, Chocolats de Beussants. This 

was an amazing factory making chocolate from scratch for the luxury market.  We learnt all about 

the chocolate making process and saw how the different filled chocolates were made. The melted 

chocolate turning in front of our very eyes was mouthwatering, and we saw the head chocolatier 

make a chocolate rabbit for sale in the shop. 



 

From chocolate to snails - it’s pretty safe to say that most 

people arrived at the snail farm with a sense of trepidation and 

intrigue. We met the snails first; everybody held a snail and 

gave them a name! We saw the clever systems in place to 

prevent the snails escaping and also to protect them from 

predators. 

 

Next the farmer took us inside the farm where we met the 

“cuisinier” who had spent a great deal of time cooking snails in various ways to prepare for our 

visit. We were all feeling a bit nervous about trying the snails but most of the group were brave 

enough to give them a go! We tried snail pate and garlic snails. The farmers were very kind and 

encouraging and many of the group even enjoyed the snails and went back for more. There was 

none left over. 

 

 

After having dinner in a traditional French Brasserie, we were 

lucky enough to see some of the Bastille Day celebrations close 

to where we were staying.  

 

The next day it was another early start, this time to visit Le 

Touquet. This is a beautiful market town which has a plethora 

of independent traders lining the small pedestrianised streets. 

We saw a huge variety of French food and drink, all displayed 

beautifully.  It was fantastic to be able to buy handmade 

French foods, although some of us were displeased that others 

chose to visit the “fromagerie” and buy French cheese! 

 

We had a picnic lunch and some games on the beach; luckily we didn’t leave anybody buried there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our last visit before returning home was to a large bakery. As the boulounger’s taught us how to 

make croissants speaking only in French, we had no choice but to listen and learn! 

 

We shaped the croissants into the required shape, until the boulounger was happy that they were 

the perfect; he did not like imperfect croissants! We also watched how wonderful daily fresh 

baguettes were made, and learnt how long they take to produce. We were surprised to hear that 

the bakers work through the night, so that the locals can have their fresh bread from 7am every 

morning. 

 

It was then back onto the coach to come home. It was a pretty long journey but we managed to 

entertain the coach driver with our tuneful singing of ‘Mamma Mia’.   I’m sure he appreciated it! 



DramaDramaDramaDrama    

    

The Summer term has flown by this year with students focusing on creating their own work 

inspired by specific theatre practitioners and performance styles.  Year 10 and 12 students have 

completed their devised coursework with great success.  Pieces dealt with sensitive and mature 

issues such as feminism, mental health and evacuees, showing the breadth of creativity our 

students have.  

 

On Thursday 13th July the Drama department proudly presented a student-led evening which 

included musicians, singers, actors and dancers performing a range of pieces all influenced by the 

theme ‘Entertainment Through the Ages’. 

  

Students performed songs, monologues and scenes from a variety of theatre periods, ranging from 

Greek and Commedia Del’Arte to Elizabethan and musical theatre.  Work included key stage 3 class 

assessments, work from Drama clubs and devised and scripted scenes from well-loved and known 

productions. The audience were delighted with the range of performances which combined to 

create an eclectic evening of entertainment.  

 

A performer’s perspective – Year 7 

In one of the performances students from years 7 and 8 performed Revolting Children from 

Matilda the musical.  They worked hard to practise every Monday lunchtime, meeting in the Drama 

Studio to rehearse the choreography and sing the song.  Later in the rehearsal process the 

individual singing parts were decided.  We all enjoyed rehearsals and the whole process; it made us 

all more confident and resilient and we felt very lucky to be a part of drama.  Also, I was luckily 

given the opportunity to perform as Henry Higgins in a scene from My Fair Lady.  I felt truly lucky to 

perform a classic role in a piece which closed the show. 

Charlie Herd – Year 7 

 

A performer’s perspective – Year 8 

The Performing Arts Evening was a greatly enjoyable experience, both for the performers, and for 

those watching.  Full of songs, dances, and plenty of laughs, it was a really fun night.  All of the 

performers were very talented and everyone did something different. There were tap-dancers, 

guitarists, a rapper, drama sketches, and several songs from musicals. 

 

As a performer, I felt that the audience was definitely warm, supportive and generous with its 

applause.  It was very reassuring to know that we were performing for such a welcoming audience. 

Everyone had a wonderful time, and I look forward to next year’s! 

Jacob Merchant - Year 8 

 

The Drama department is immensely proud of the creativity, confidence and flair students 

exhibited over the course of the evening and would like to say a huge thank you to the amazing 

tech crew for all their support during the performances and throughout the lead up to the event. 

After seeing such talent on stage this late in the year, excitement is mounting as preparations begin 

for the next school production, Peter Pan. 

 

 

ICT and ComputingICT and ComputingICT and ComputingICT and Computing    

    

PC on A Wall Club 

The PC is finally finished! Several students have drilled, screwed and bolted parts of a computer to 

a board. Although it might seem a simple task, it does involve a degree of finesse, which has been 

applied over the course of several months.  What was originally a desktop PC has been taken apart 



and bolted onto a faux carbon 3D covered frame, with extension power and data wires being 

soldered together and routed unobtrusively at the back of the board.  

 

Well done to Jacob Adams for his 2D laser cut designs and for the acrylic main PC board cover.  

Congratulations, too, on a fine effort from Will (Howell), the woodwork guru, Max Booth, who has 

shown perseverance and independence in a number of disciplines, and Harry 'Analytical' Ayre.  We 

wish you well in your GCSEs.  

 

The final product will undergo electrical testing and should be coming to a wall near you soon!  

 

    

PEPEPEPE    

    

Athletics 

In the past we have only ever occasionally had a single athlete qualify for the English Schools 

Athletics Championships at the end of the schools’ athletics season. Qualification is very 

challenging, as not only do athletes have to come first or second in the District and then the County 

schools’ competitions, but they also have to achieve at least the English Schools qualifying time this 

season in a recognised competition, and be one of the top 70 athletes in the county over all of the 

events.  

 

Astonishingly, four Ranelagh students managed to achieve this feat this year! For three of them this 

was their first time at the championships. Congratulations to all four of them for this fantastic 

achievement. 

 

In the Junior girls 200m Emma Morris finished 6th in her heat, with a personal best time of 

26.07seconds, which ranked her 15th overall in the competition.  She has improved her personal 

best by nearly 1.5 seconds this season, and is also ranked 8th in her age group in the 300m. Emma 

was also a member of the Berkshire 4x100m relay squad which finished 3rd in their heat and then 

6th in the final. 

 

Amy Young finished 9th in her heat in the Junior girls 1500m and has improved her personal best 

this season by nearly 5 seconds. This performance ranked her 22nd in this competition. 

 

Moses Tonade finished 6th in his heat in the Inter boys 100m, ranking him 21st overall. He has 

improved his personal best by 0.3 seconds this season, which is great considering he has been 

focusing on revising for his GCSEs for much of the time. 

 

Elena Carey was once again our 'stand out' performer who competed in the final of the 1500m 

steeple chase. She finished 6th in a personal best time of 5:04.75 and is currently ranked 10th in 

her age group in the country in this event.   

 

This sort of level of performance is achieved through regular commitment to training and great 

mental resilience. Congratulations to all four athletes - we look forward to following your progress 

on the track in the future. 

 

In other athletics events, Kitty Mair won the Year 7 County 600m, and the Year 7 girls finished as 

runners up in the District team event.  Four members of this team then competed for the Bracknell 

team which went on to win the County event. 

 

 

 



Rounders 

After some disappointing results at the start of the season, several teams have made 

improvements to their decision-making and fielding skills and we have seen some convincing 

victories towards the end of the season.  In their most recent games, Year 9 won convincingly 

against Sandhurst and Easthampstead Park, and Year 7 beat Brackenhale. 

 

The Year 10 team had a good level of success at their Ascot invitational tournament at Heathfield 

School.  They batted convincingly and were able to secure wins against Marist, Heathfield and St 

George’s schools, enabling them to reach the semi-finals, where they lost narrowly to Gordon’s 

School. 

 

Cricket 

This year has seen a real uptake in cricket across year 7 & 8 with both boys and girls attending 

practices in order to develop their practical skills. This meant a large pool of talent was available for 

the house cricket competition, as well as for three fixtures against local schools. With high quality 

bowling and batting on display, the closely contested house competition resulted in a draw, with 

Winrow and Cleave sharing the spoils. 

 

In our school fixtures so far, students in Year 7 and 8 have combined to play against Year 8 teams 

from Edgbarrow and Brakenhale, with Ranelagh coming out on top on both occasions. A 

combination of effective bowling and collaborative fielding saw Ranelagh keep both opponents to 

low scores before going on record excellent individual scores with the bat.  

 

General reminders 

 

The summer holiday is a great time to check your child’s PE kit and get organised for the new term.  

A lot of pupils have been borrowing kit recently, so please take some time to check that all kit is 

complete.  A reminder that for the winter season, pupils will need the items listed below.  If you are 

updating kit, please purchase the “new” style kit available from Stevensons in Reading. 

 

Boys’ kit Girls’ kit 

Ranelagh PE polo shirt  

Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts  

Navy rugby shorts  

Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 

3G surface, no metallic studs) 

School rugby/hockey socks  

Mouth guard 

Shin pads for football/hockey 

Towel 

White trainers and white socks 

Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 

jogging bottoms 

 

Ranelagh PE Polo Shirt  

Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts or Ranelagh PE 

Navy Skirt  

School rugby/hockey socks  

Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 

3G surface, no metallic studs) 

Mouth guard 

Shin pads for hockey 

Towel 

White trainers and white socks  

Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 

jogging bottoms 

Please ensure that all kit is named so that it can be returned if lost.  All kit should also have 

embroidered initials on the right hand side (navy lettering on white shirts, white or gold lettering 

on navy kit). 

All kit should be placed into a suitable, named PE bag, and stored in the pupil’s own locker. 

 



STUDENT SUCCESSES OSTUDENT SUCCESSES OSTUDENT SUCCESSES OSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLUT OF SCHOOLUT OF SCHOOLUT OF SCHOOL    

    

Elliot Kemp 12E is one of the top 10 scullers in Great Britain.  Following the GB selection camp, 

Elliot will be part of the British squad at the European Championships.  Congratulations to him on 

this fantastic achievement. We wish him every success at the championships. 

 

 

Rugby festival in Lyon 

Scott Hopley (7Y) took part in a rugby festival in Lyon over May bank holiday 

as part of the London Irish U12 community team. Together with 24 other 

boys selected from over 250 rugby players, Scott got a chance to play 

against teams like Toulon, Clermont and Montpellier. The youngsters from 

London Irish were the festival’s top try-scorers and won four out of six of 

their matches.  Clearly Scott is a rising star and we hope that he continues to 

enjoy his rugby in the new season. 

 

    

    

    

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIES    

 

A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available from the start of the Autumn term (a 

more detailed programme will follow in the first Newsletter of the new year): 

 

Department Activity Year Group Day/Time Location 

English Creative Writing 

Club 

7,8,9 Wednesday Lunch 

12.45-1.20pm 

S44 

Maths STEM – Micro 

Bit 

Year 8 and 

9 

Tuesday Lunch 12.45-

1.15pm 

Lab O9 

PE Cross Country 

running 

All Monday 3.40-4.45pm Sports Hall 

Library Year 7 Book 

Club 

Year 7 Wednesday-First Break LRC 

    

    

ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

    

Keeping Safe Keeping Safe Keeping Safe Keeping Safe over the Holiday periodover the Holiday periodover the Holiday periodover the Holiday period    

Please see attached letter from Miss Starr (Appendix 1 ) 

    

Holiday CoverHoliday CoverHoliday CoverHoliday Cover    

The School Office is open for week commencing Monday, 7th August through to 25th August 2017. 

 

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details    

In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure that the school is informed of 

any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

 

Equipment for lessonsEquipment for lessonsEquipment for lessonsEquipment for lessons    

In preparation for the new school year, please take time to ensure that your child is fully equipped 

for all lessons.  Students learn best when they are ready to learn and benefit enormously from 

taking responsibility for preparing themselves well for school.   



Please ensure that, if your child is having a science lesson, they come prepared with a lab coat for 

practical activities. 

 

 

STAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFING    

This term we say goodbye to a number of staff who are moving on to pastures new. We would like 

to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in the classroom and beyond.  

We wish them well as they leave us: 

 

Debbie Baker  Teacher of PE 

Russell Cameron Subject Leader Physics 

Rebecca Cooke  Teacher of Mathematics 

Philip Goldring  Teacher of Chemistry 

Stephen Ling-Winston Teacher of Computing 

David Morris  Teacher of PE 

Linda Parker  Learning Support Assistant 

Christina Peyton Learning Support Assistant 

Scott Poulton  Teacher of PE 

Yvonne Scott  Teacher of Mathematics 

Karen Wright  Curriculum Leader History 

 

New StaffNew StaffNew StaffNew Staff    

We also look forward to welcoming the following new colleagues to Ranelagh in September. 

 

Dave Everitt  Teacher of Physics 

Vicky Gardner  Curriculum Leader History 

Samantha Harris Teacher of English 

Annabelle Hawkes Teacher of English 

Charlotte Jutsum Cover Supervisor 

Phoebe Lucas  Teacher of Biology 

Nicola Liddell  Teacher of ICT/Computing 

Shaun Netherway Teacher of PE 

Alice Pearson  Teacher of PE 

Geoffrey Tennant Teacher of Maths 

Sarah Youd  Teacher of Product Design 

Lottfi Zauouini  Curriculum Leader ICT & Computing 

 

    

GOVERNORSGOVERNORSGOVERNORSGOVERNORS    

Please see attached letter from our Chair of Governors, Mrs A McLean (Appendix 2) 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 3) 

    

PTA    ––––    Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 4) along with information on 

our Second hand uniform sales (SHU) (Appendix 4a) 

 

            

 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARY        

    

Monday 4 SeptemberMonday 4 SeptemberMonday 4 SeptemberMonday 4 September    Professional Professional Professional Professional Training DayTraining DayTraining DayTraining Day    

Tuesday 5 SeptemberTuesday 5 SeptemberTuesday 5 SeptemberTuesday 5 September    Start of Term Year 7 Induction and Year 12 enrolment onlyStart of Term Year 7 Induction and Year 12 enrolment onlyStart of Term Year 7 Induction and Year 12 enrolment onlyStart of Term Year 7 Induction and Year 12 enrolment only    

Wednesday 6 September Start of Student Term (all years) 

Tuesday 12 September Photographs for Year 7, 10, 12 and staff – Period 1 and 2 

Thursday 14 September Year 11 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Tuesday 19 September 6th Form Art visit to London 

Year 12 Young Enterprise launch Honda – after school  

Year 10 parents’ information evening & second-hand uniform sale 6.30pm 

Thursday 21 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Monday 25 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Thursday 28 September Year 12 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Friday 29 September Year 10-13 Drama (79 students) to Oxford 

Monday 2 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Tuesday 3 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Year 8 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Wednesday 4 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Thursday 5 October Year 7 Puzzle evening 6.30-8.00pm 

Friday 6 October Year 7 Holy Communion – 2.15pm 

Year 11 Food to Jimmy’s Farm (all day) 

Saturday 7 / Saturday 7 / Saturday 7 / Saturday 7 /     

Sunday 8 OctoberSunday 8 OctoberSunday 8 OctoberSunday 8 October    

UKI Wilderness weekendUKI Wilderness weekendUKI Wilderness weekendUKI Wilderness weekend    

Berkshire County Schools Netball TournamentBerkshire County Schools Netball TournamentBerkshire County Schools Netball TournamentBerkshire County Schools Netball Tournament    

Monday 9 October County ESAA Regional Cross Country  

Tuesday 10 October Year 9 Geography – Kew Gardens 

Thursday 12 October Year 9 Geography – Kew Gardens 

Sports Awards evening 

Friday 13 October Year 8 Food visit to Coppid Beach Hotel 

Wednesday 18 October P4/5 Year 10-13 Drama -  ‘Metamorphosis’ 

Thursday 19 October Year 7 parents’ information evening / Autumn Buffett 6.30pm 

Friday 20 October  Professional Training Day  

Year 12 Revue Rehearsal 

Monday 23 to Friday 27 Monday 23 to Friday 27 Monday 23 to Friday 27 Monday 23 to Friday 27 

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    

Half TermHalf TermHalf TermHalf Term    

 



TERM DATES FOR 2017TERM DATES FOR 2017TERM DATES FOR 2017TERM DATES FOR 2017----18181818    

Autumn term 2017 

Tuesday 5 September to Tuesday 19 December 2017 (INSET 4 September) 

October holiday: (INSET Friday 20 October) Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017 

Christmas holiday: Wednesday 20 December 2017 - Tuesday 2 January 2018 

 

Spring term 2018 

Wednesday 3 January 2018 to Friday 29 March 2018 

February holiday: Monday 12 February 2018 to Friday 16 February 2018 

Spring holiday: Friday 30 March 2018 to Friday 13 April 2018 (INSET Monday 16 April) (Good Friday 

- 30 March 2018, Easter Monday 2 April 2018) 

 

Summer term 2018 

Monday 16 April 2018 to Tuesday 24 July 2018 

May/June holiday to Monday 28 May 2018 - Friday 1 June 2018 (INSET Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 

July 2018) 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2018TERM DATES FOR 2018TERM DATES FOR 2018TERM DATES FOR 2018----19191919    

Autumn term 2018 

Tuesday 4 September 2018 (INSET Monday 3 September 2018) to Friday 21 December 2018 

October holiday: (INSET Friday 19 October 2018) Monday 22 October to Friday 26 October 2018 

Christmas holiday: (INSET Friday 21 December 2018) Monday 24 December to Friday 4 January 

2019 

 

Spring term 2019 

Monday 7 January 2019 to Friday 5 April 2019 

February holiday: Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February 2019 

Spring holiday: Monday 8 April to Monday 22 April 2019  (INSET Tuesday 23 April 2019) 

(Good Friday 19 April 2019, Easter Monday 22 April 2019) 

 

Summer term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 to Tuesday 23 July 2019 

(May Day 6 May 2019) 

May/June holiday: Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2019 (INSET Monday 8 July 2019) 

    

And FinallyAnd FinallyAnd FinallyAnd Finally…………    

    

Whether you are taking some time to go away, or just enjoying the inevitable change in routine 

over the course of the six week school holiday, we wish you a happy and peaceful break.  We look 

forward to welcoming you back to Ranelagh, refreshed and rested, in the new school year. 

 

    

Yours sincerely 

 

   
Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher    



 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 
21st July 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As we are approaching the holidays I wanted to take this opportunity to send you a reminder about where 

to find information about keeping your children safe and well online. 

 

It is both sad and concerning that the age that children first become aware of sexual content online is 

between 9 – 11 and statistics from the NSPCC state that 60% of 13 – 18 year olds have been asked to share 

a sexual image of themselves online. 

 

The majority of our students have access to a mobile phone or internet enabled device.  Whilst the use of 

these for most students is a pleasurable one, they are often at risk of accessing content which is unsuitable 

or dangerous.   

 

If you are unsure or unfamiliar with the various social media apps that young people are using, you can find 

out all you need to know from the NSPCC net aware resource online at https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  

Enabling advert blockers on your children’s devices is one way in which you can control some of the content 

that they are accessing.  An easy and free way of doing this is by downloading the advert blockers from the 

website, https://family-safety.metacert.com/  Pornographic and other unsuitable content and adverts are 

blocked from appearing on your children’s devices.  There are also a number of other chargeable apps 

available from the app store.   

 

Our school website also has links to a number of safe and secure pages for students, parents and carers 

providing further information on online safety, as well as other issues such as maintaining positive mental 

health http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/safeguardingkeeping-safe/.   

 

I hope you all have a relaxing and safe summer.  We look forward to seeing you for the parents’ information 

evenings in the autumn term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Miss H StarrMiss H StarrMiss H StarrMiss H Starr    

AHT Student Support and GuidanceAHT Student Support and GuidanceAHT Student Support and GuidanceAHT Student Support and Guidance    

 

• http://www.manchesterfire.gov.uk/safe4summer/Personal-Safety.html  is also a useful site for 

general information and tips on general safety over the holidays. 

It is a concerning statistic from the NSPCC that 60% of 13-18 year olds have been asked to share a 

sexual image or video of themselves online.   A safeguarding focus for us next term will be on building 

digital resilience amongst our students.   

 



 

 

 

Appendix 2 

21st July 2017 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Once again, we are at the end of another school year and, as Chair of the Governing Body, I wanted to 

highlight a few things that have happened during the year and say some thank yous. 

 

We have enjoyed a wonderfully busy, and frequently celebratory, end the to year.  Over the last couple of 

months, many students have sat exams for which they have prepared long and hard.  Some have reached 

the end of their Ranelagh journey and others will be returning in September.  Meanwhile, others have 

enjoyed trips, activities and days designed to acclimatise them to the next stage of their education.   

 

As you will be aware from updates that have been sent out during the year, Ranelagh is now part of 

Bonitas Multi-Academy Trust. This change has been driven and embraced by Ranelagh governors and 

senior staff as we believe it offers us the best opportunity to support our continued drive for excellence 

whilst upholding the Christian ethos and values that make Ranelagh so special.  

 

I highlighted last year the increasing pressures on our budget.  There is no change this year and we remain 

incredibly grateful to the practical and financial supported given to the school by the PTA and the Friends 

of Ranelagh. Unfortunately, our reliance on them is still increasing and I would encourage you, if you can, 

to continuing supporting us through them.  The School Office can put you in touch with the right person if 

you want to get involved or even set up a regular gift to the Friends.   

 

At the last set of Parents’ Evenings the governors conducted a parents’ survey.  Thank you to everyone 

who took the time to complete these; the feedback indicated what a supportive body of parents we have.  

Your responses also highlighted some specific issues which we have subsequently addressed in school.  

New year we will continue to monitor and progress matters. 

 

The end of term sees us bid goodbye (for now at least) to some members of staff.  On behalf of the 

Governing Board, I thank them all for their contribution to Ranelagh.  

 

Finally, the governors want to place on record our thanks to ALL the staff at Ranelagh for their 

commitment, dedication and professionalism.  They work incredibly hard for our students and we want to 

acknowledge that and express our appreciation.    

 

I wish you and your young people a happy and relaxing summer and, for those moving on to pastures 

new, I hope you will carry a bit of Ranelagh with you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Amanda McLean 

Chair of the Governing Board 
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Chair’s report 2017 

Parents and other supporters continue to give generously to the Friends in support of Ranelagh as they have 

been doing for the past 70 years. This year donations have totalled £65,000 with a further £15,000 being 

reclaimed via Gift Aid. As funding continues to be an issue for all schools Ranelagh is very glad to have the 

support of the Friends and the money donated is incredibly important. This year the Friends have been able to 

support the school by providing £79,000  funding for IT including the urgent replacement of the network 

switches which are critical to the IT infrastructure used by staff, students, parents and governors as well as site 

safety and security.  Sadly the urgency of the issue with the network switches meant that the plan to fund the 

tennis court refurbishment had to be abandoned for the time being. 

I would like to thank all our amazing donors who have made these projects possible. I would also like to thank 

my fellow trustees, Mrs Stevens, Mr Williams and members of the school finance and admin team as well as our 

own administrator Dawn Pritchard for their continuing support and hard work. Without the time they give to the 

Friends we would not be able to support the school in the way we do. 

Whilst rejoicing in the generosity of our donors and the support we have been able to provide to the school, it is 

sad to see our annual donations fall by  £10,000 in the last year. Whilst the Friends appreciate that not everyone 

is in a position to contribute and that economic times are increasingly hard for everyone I hope that this year 

people will really consider if they can make a small contribution to the Friends or increase the amount they 

already contribute. To make this even easier for everyone we will be introducing online donation via BT 

mydonate. In the coming year we will be celebrating 70 years since the Friends was set up to support Ranelagh. 

Let’s make it a really good year by boosting our income so that we can support even more vital projects. 

 

NEW – Online donation 

The Friends have decided to move to an online donation system for all future donations, both one-off and 

regular. This will be via BT mydonate which is a free to use service for charities. Although there is a small 

deduction for credit and debit card transactions, ultimately this will cost less than processing transactions via our 

current system. We hope that as well as reducing costs and making administration easier for the Friends – 

particularly as trustees change – that donors will also find the new system easier. We will be asking all new 

donors to use BT mydonate. Anyone wishing to amend their existing donation or make a new one-off donation 

will be asked to do so via the online system. You will still be able to make your donations under Gift Aid if 

applicable. If you would like to move over to online donation in any case, you are very welcome to do so but it 

would be helpful if could let us know of your intention to do this. We apologise for any issues you may 

experience as we transfer to this new system. 

You can donate via the link below or by searching for the Friends of Ranelagh via the ‘donate to a charity’ search 

on BT mydonate.  

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofranelagh 
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Annual letters 

This year to save costs we will be sending a global annual letter via the school’s parent mail system rather than an 

individualised one via post. Please don’t think that this means we are any less grateful for your donations. If you 

require an individual statement for tax purposes we will be happy to supply one. 

Contact details 

The Friends of Ranelagh obtain contact details from donors when they initially make a donation. After that we 

have no way to update our records unless donors inform us of any changes. This is why we ask the school to send 

most communications globally on our behalf via their parent mail system. We do not have access to the school’s 

database because of data protection laws. Please accept our apologies if we contact you individually using the 

incorrect details.  

Flexibility in funding 

Many people think that as a church school and as an academy Ranelagh is better funded that other schools, but 

in reality this is not the case. In addition, much of the funding that the school secures is in ‘pots’ that have 

specific, designated uses. The money that the Friends is able to provide gives a degree of flexibility, enabling 

funding of projects not provided for in other ways.  

Getting in touch with the Friends of Ranelagh? 

If you would like to get in touch with the trustees, then please contact us via the school office or by emailing 

fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. You can also contact us through the Friends of Ranelagh section 

on the school website where you will find an online enquiry form. You can find out more about the Friends by 

looking on the Charity Commission website www.charity-commission.gov.uk; our registered charity number is 

1060543. 

Can you help make up our shortfall? 

Each year we hope to be able to provide around £90,000 of funding for the benefit of Ranelagh’s students. This is 

made possible by the generosity of our donors. Sadly as contributions have fallen by 13% in the past year this is 

no longer achievable and we have a shortfall of around £10,000. Whilst appreciating that economic times are 

hard and not everyone is in a position to donate, we would ask you to consider carefully your contribution to the 

Friends. If an extra £1/month per child was donated then Ranelagh would benefit from around an additional 

£12,000 of funding. 

Would you like to become a trustee? 

As several trustees’ children are nearing the end of their time at Ranelagh we would be interested in hearing from 

anyone who might be interested in becoming a trustee. Do you perhaps have a few hours a term to spare and 

would like to consider joining us? If so, please get in touch. 
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Ranelagh PTA 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As the school year draws to a close, we would like to express our thanks to 

you all for supporting the PTA’s events through out the year.  We would 

love to hear from you if you have any ideas for next year! ☺ We would also 

like to wish everyone who is leaving Ranelagh School the very best, and 

thank you for your support over the years, it has made a huge difference. 

 

Two weeks ago ‘Elvis Shmelvis’ came to visit, and wow what a night, great 

fun was had by all, with everyone one up on the floor, and on top of that we 

made over £1400. I think Elvis will make a return visit!! ☺ ☺  

 

Founders Day Festival was our last event of the year, and the sun came out. 

We had a super day, seeing old friends, and many new students who will be 

starting Ranelagh in September. We would especially like to thank 

Microsoft for match funding our raffle this year, along with the Quiz night 

and second hand uniform. Our committee, parents, teachers and governors 

did a fantastic job, and the new activities laid on through out the day were 

welcomed, we hope to have made about £4,000 once everything is 

accounted for. It was indeed a Festival of Ranelagh School, and we thank 

you all for supporting us!! ☺ 

 

It is RARE to have a PTA in secondary schools these days; where as Primary 

it is generally the norm. A little help goes a long way at Ranelagh. 

Funding and Fun are all part of the PTA’s role in the school. We hope that 

you have enjoyed all of the events, and our children will benefit from the 

funds raised. Budget cuts always seem to be on the horizon, which makes 

what we do even more important. Please do get in touch if you can match 

fund or help or support in anyway. 

 

One easy way to fundraise is to sign up to www.easyfundraising.org.uk then 

go to SUPPORT YOUR GOOD COURSE, and then type in Ranelagh School 

PTA Berkshire. Every time you spend on line it will automatically donate 

to our School ☺☺☺☺ We have approximately 750 families, if we all spend 

£1000 on line, the return could be as much as £15, 000 per year, so please 

sign up. – It’s so easy. 

 

The PTA are now on Facebook too – Ranelagh School PTA Bracknell. Please 

like our page. 



Appendix 4 

 

Our first PTA event next term will be the Autumn Buffet in 

September/October, a lovely way to start the social year. An opportunity 

to relax, meet and mingle with friends, parents and teachers, with lovely 

food and wine. Details will follow when we return to school. 

 

Our AGM will follow soon after, if you would like to join our committee you 

would be most welcome. We meet once or twice a term, and our meetings 

usually last about 45 minutes. We will be looking for new members, as some 

of us will be stepping down as our children leave Ranelagh. 

  

We hope that you all have a wonderful summer, and look forward to 

welcoming you back in the Autumn Term and seeing you at our next events! 

 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

pta@ranelagh.bracnell-forest.sch.uk 
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PTA SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES 2017-18 
     
 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

Tue 19th September 
( Yr10 Info Eve.) 

Tue 9th January 
(Yr12 Parents' Eve.) 

Tue 12th June  
(New Year 7 Parents' Evening) 

Sat. 25th November 
(Christmas Fair) 

Thu 8th March 
(Yr7 Parents' Eve.) 

Sat. 7th July  
(Founder's Day) 

 
 
 
 
 

Has your child out grown or worn out their uniform? 
 

Shocked at the price of new uniform? 
 

Do you have good quality uniform which you would like to sell? 
 

We run very successful SHU Sales throughout the year and would 
be glad of both your custom and your no-longer-used uniform.   

 
 
If you have any good quality uniform which you would like to sell please send it into the 
school office prior to a sale with the following details written on an envelope and safety-
pinned to each item. If you are unsure how to price your items leave the price blank and 
we will do this for you. 

 
 
 Date:      Childs’ name: 

Childs’ form:     Price: 
 
 
The monies for all items sold *within one year*, less the 40% school commission will be 
returned to you via the envelope and your child.  
 
For clarification: the Uniform Sale policy is that for those items sold after one year, all monies 
go to the PTA. 
 
If you are interested in helping out with sales or have any other queries please contact: 
 

Samba Virgo on 07756 294524 or email: sambavirgo@gmail.com 


