
20th December 2018 

Dear Parents 

Welcome to our final newsletter of 2018.  You will find the pages that follow reflect what a busy 
time of year it has been for the whole school community.  There have been many highlights, but 
a particular one for me at this time was our annual Christmas service in Holy Trinity Church last 
Thursday.  As well as the warm welcome we received from Rev Les Jesudason, who led the 
service, students, staff, governors, parents and families shared in a beautiful programme of 
carols, music and readings which reminded us all of the real meaning of Christmas.   

One other highlight which I would like to share with you came in the form of an email I received 
quite out of the blue one afternoon in November.  For me it sums up all that is best about the 
young people in our school and I would like to share it with you: 

I just wanted to drop you a note whilst it’s on my mind. 

I took my young son to Nando’s after school today, a group of seven young 
boys from Ranelagh came in and sat down, I would say they were around 14 
years old. 

It was an absolute delight to see how well mannered they all were. Their 
uniforms smart even at the end of their school day. They behaved impeccably 
and set a wonderful example to my young son. 

I feel we are too keen to complain and criticise young people’s behaviour in 
today’s society, I felt these young boys deserved praise. 

It put a smile on my face. 

As you might imagine, this message also put a smile on my face.  I often say, the measure of how 
well we are doing as teachers and parents is what young people do when no one is looking.  I 
think this email says it all. 



YEAR 11 WORK EXPERIENCE 

For a week in November students had the opportunity to enter the wider world of the workplace. 

Placements included those in primary schools, nurseries, florists, theatre companies, British 
Airways, Microsoft, hair salons, hospitals, Cisco, Dell and Gillette.  Some students even took the 
opportunity to work abroad, going as far afield as Gibraltar and Sweden!  This was an excellent 
opportunity for students to consider, at an important phase of their school career, just what life 
can hold. 

We are extremely pleased to say that there has been a surfeit of positive feedback, from 
students, teachers and employers alike, with some going so far as to say that Ranelagh students 
have been the best work experience students they have ever hosted; others have even offered 
part-time jobs.  Our year 11 have certainly made Ranelagh proud and we are grateful to Miss 
Oblein who coordinated the programme.  

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Business & Economics 

You’re the Business 

This term, three teams of year 12 students 
have been planning, building and creating 
three different businesses to participate in 
a competition called ‘You’re the business’.  
These businesses consist of Lilac Moon, an 
upcycling clothing company, Muggy Treats, 
who are selling personalised mugs with 
treats, and finally TakeNote, who are 
making personalised stationery. 

On the 18th October, the teams competed in a Dragons Den style competition, bidding for the 
chance to win up to £100 from a team of four industry experts in finance and marketing.  Lilac 
Moon presented first, showcasing their stock of upcycled clothes.  This was followed by 
TakeNote, who presented their ideas for their business including their design for their 
personalised stationery and finally, Muggy Treats, showed their products and how they would 
like to take their business further. 

 After all the groups had presented, the 
dragons deliberated on how they were 
going to divide the £100.  Lilac Moon came 
out on top receiving £50, with TakeNote. 
securing a £30 investment and Muggy 
Treats receiving £20.  The dragons also 
gave each team some constructive advice 
on how to maximise their potential sales 
over the next few months. 



Special thanks to all of the dragons: Mr Peter Smith, Mr Paul Symons, Mrs Moir and Mrs Jo 
Langdon and to Business department for their planning and organisation of the event. 

We look forward to seeing how the groups grow over the next few months. 

Abi Dyer Year 12 

Visitor from the Bank of England to Ranelagh 

This term, Sixth Form Economics students had 
the pleasure of receiving a talk from an 
Economist from the Bank of England, Mr Zahid 
Amadxarif.  He delivered an hour-long seminar 
on the role of the Bank of England and his 
personal journey into his profession as an 
Economic Researcher.  

The Bank of England is an integral part of our economy and can be seen as the backbone of our 
financial infrastructure.  In addition to its primary function, the bank also undertakes extensive 
research.  Studying the role of the Bank of England is a specific part of the A Level Economics 
specification, so to hear Mr Amadxarif’s detailed presentation on regulatory functions, was 
extremely useful to our budding economists. 

Mr Amadxarif, began his own journey into economics by studying Pure economics at Brunel 
University in 2012-16.  Despite not studying economics at A Level, his Politics A Level enabled him 
to delve into elements of the subject and it was this that triggered his desire to study Economics 
at degree level.  In his third year at University, Mr Amadxarif applied for a placement year at the 
Bank of England.  Since completing his MSc, he has returned to work for the Bank as an 
economist in Competition and Impact Assessment. 

After the presentation, Mr Amadxarif took 
questions from the students.  Honest and un-biased 
in his explanations, he highlighted the effect the 
global financial crisis has had on our economy and 
how his research now must reflect on the mistakes 
made leading up to the 2009 crash. 

The talk was useful and insightful for the sixth form 
economists and teachers.  It provided additional 

depth which students will be able to utilise in essays and enabled them to further cement the 
knowledge gained in class. We would like to thank Mr Amadxarif, for his time and kind offer to 
feature in our photographs at the end of the talk! 



Design & Technology 

Year 8 and 9 Cooking Club trip to the Coppid Beech 

Earlier this term members of the cooking club were all very excited to be invited to the Coppid 
Beech Hotel in Bracknell for afternoon tea.  Students arrived after school, in hungry anticipation 
of all the delights they were going to have served to them.  Once seated, they were hugely 
impressed by the sandwiches, cakes and pastries served on enormous cake stands.  

Having enjoyed eating everything on offer, students were lucky enough to be given a tour of the 
Coppid Beech kitchens… the parts the guests don’t see!  It was interesting to hear and see how 
the staff prepare various different meals and how different parts of the hotel have their own 
menus all of which are cooked in the one place. They also learnt that the hotel will be serving 
7,000 Christmas dinners during December! 

After the tour of the kitchen, the Head Chef gave students a talk about the highs and lows of the 
life of a chef. 

During the course of their visit, the hotel 
staff also ran a competition for which 
students had to design our their themed 
afternoon tea.  They had to think about 
the food and drink they would serve to 
complement the theme and plan the 
dishes. The Head Chef was very 
impressed by the entries, and 
announced the winner: Emma Sutton 
(8Y).  As a result of winning, Emma will 
be going with her family to the Coppid 
Beech Hotel where she will enjoy the 

afternoon tea that she designed! 

It was a fantastic visit and students and staff are very grateful to the Coppid Beech for their 
hospitality.  

The Big Bang Competition 

This competition, recognises and rewards young people's achievements in all areas of science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM), whilst providing them with the opportunity to build 
their skills and confidence in project-based work. 

Students Joshua Monkhouse (13D) and Vincent Custance (13E) entered their design for a 
portable indoor/outdoor work table. In preparing their design they carried out research, which 
identified stress and various health problems as factors arising when using a desk for long 
periods.  Their portable desk clips onto a variety of surfaces giving users a tabletop on which to 
put a laptop or on which to simply rest in order to write. 

Congratulations to Vincent and Joshua, who with their teacher Mrs S Youd, have been awarded a 
place at the  finals of The Big Bang Competition to be held at the NEC, Birmingham in March 
2019. 



Drama 

Frantic Assembly Workshop 

On the 29 October 2018, A level drama students and year 10 
GCSE drama students took part in a Frantic Assembly 
workshop led by two of their practitioners. The workshop 
demonstrated valuable techniques and devices used by 
Frantic in their devising process, enabling the students to have 
a better understanding of how to devise for their GCSE and A 
level work.  The students learnt about the four key 
components of devising: movement, music, emotion, and 
design and, throughout the workshop, they experimented 
with the different techniques.  

Students were asked to demonstrate what they had worked on 
in the afternoon using connect-effect-disconnect, whilst Gavin, 
one of the practitioners, introduced elements of design relating 
to props and lighting. This enabled students to see how 
important the design element is to a performance and how 
much it can contribute to the meaning of a piece.  

Students all found the workshop very useful and would like to 
thank Frantic Assembly for coming in to share their expertise.  

Sam Harcourt 12C 

English 

The autumn term has been a busy one for pupils in English in both KS3 and KS4 classes. 

Year 7 

Pupils in Year 7 have settled in well, having completed their first unit of work entitled ‘This is Me’ 
as an introduction to Ranelagh life.  They are now working hard on the novel Animal Farm. 

During the week beginning Monday 19th November students took part in the popular sponsored 
annual Read For Good event.  They were given the chance to read for pleasure during all English 
lessons, in order to raise money for children in hospital.   Ranelagh has been raising money for 
this worthwhile charity for many years and year 7 pupils have raised over £25,000 so far.  The 
deadline for the return of outstanding sponsorship money and cards is the end of this term. 

 A Christmas Carol 

This year, the annual Globe Players’ performance of A Christmas Carol took place on Friday 14th 
December.  Since the introduction of 19th century literature as part of the new English literature 
examination specifications authors such as Dickens have become a popular part of the syllabus in 



both key stage 3 and 4.  The performance was a chance for students in year 7 to watch a theatre 
company act out this well-known classic in the run-up to Christmas! 

Creative Writing Club 

Creative writing club is open to students in years 7, 8 and 9, as well as hosting some year 11 
veterans. So far this year we have focused on poetry, in particular ‘Found Poetry’. This has 
involved students piecing together words cut out of newspapers and magazines to create a short 
poem. It has been a chance to explore the use of language, to express an intense idea or 
emotion,  and to us words students may never have thought of using or combining. Each creation 
has been truly unique. 

BBC Young Reporter – Year 8 

On 6th March 2019, year 8 students will have the opportunity to take part in the BBC Young 
Reporter event, learning first-hand what it is like to be real-life journalists, reporting on stories 
and working to deadlines.  Students will be introduced to this exciting opportunity before the end 
of term and extra-curricular media sessions will be run during lunch times in the spring term to 
prepare budding journalists to share their stories and get their voices heard. 

"BBC Young Reporter is about tapping into what really matters to young people, and giving them 
an opportunity and a platform to tell their stories." -Tony Hall, BBC Director-General 

Library Gothic Literature Writing Competition 

At the end of October, the library hosted a Gothic Literature writing competition. Students were 
asked to ‘create a suspenseful atmosphere’ and, after receiving 23 impressive entries from across 
the year groups, staff selected three winners. Congratulations go to Patti Mandache (7W), 
Georgina Osborne (8V) and Finley Bright (9V). Their creativity, style and use of language to create 
tension were very impressive. 



History 

In November, year 7 students visted Windsor Castle.  
During their visit, they learned lots of interesting facts and 
history about the castle. 

Firstly, outside  
the castle walls 
they learned 
about the castle 

keep. They discovered why it was built on a hill (to make 
it easier to defend), why it was located near a forest (to 
gather resources) and why it was located by a lake (to act 
as a getaway). They then visited St. George’s Chapel, 
where more recently, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
were married.  Here they looked at tombs of the previous 
kings. 

Finally, students learned about the feudal system which 
dates back to the reign of William the Conqueror.  All involved enjoyed their visit and thought it 
was a really interesting and fun day.   

William Westlake Kruczek (7W) 

World War One Centenary Memorial Project - Ranelagh students’ exhibition of work 

at Holy Trinity Church, November 2018 

Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell, hosted a World War One commemorative exhibition in the week 
preceding Remembrance Sunday. On display was artwork depicting the horror of the trenches of 
World War One, in which students drew on themes such as the destructive capacity of the 
weapons of war, animals in war, and the futility of war.  The images harnessed emotive scenes 
and the quality of work was outstanding in its depiction of trench life.  

Complementing the artwork, was First World War Poetry displayed by the English department. 
This  brought to life the horrors of war; the poems evoked the sense of desperation that the 
soldiers felt in the trenches with the constant fight against the foe and the everyday battles 
against trench foot and lice.  

The History Department also displayed research projects conducted by year 8 students who 
investigated the lives of local soldiers, whose names are engraved on the war memorials across 
the county of Berkshire.  These projects enabled the students to see the soldiers as individuals 
with their own story to tell – as opposed to collective numbers of war dead.  

The Exhibition was a poignant backdrop to the centenary commemorations in Bracknell and we 
would like to thank Ms A Edmunds and Mrs E Noonan, Curriculum Leaders’ of Art and English 
respectively, for their help in supporting the Memorial project.  



In recognition of the quality of the work produced as part of this project, on 20th November 2018, 
the Mayor of Bracknell, Cllr Sandra Ingram, along with Cllr Gill Birch, visited the school to present 
certificates to those students who submitted items to the World War 1 Art and Poetry 
competition.   

Pictured left are just some of students who 
received their certificate from the Mayor. 

(From left to right: Carmen Nualart (12C), 
Izzy Davis (12C), Cllr Gill Birch, Mayor Cllr 
Sandra Ingram, Florence Brockman (12B) 
and Alice Remmington (13C).  
Congratulations to all who took part. 

Poppy Appeal 

This year the school raised £330.21 for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

On behalf of the Bracknell Royal British Legion Branch, we thank all those who made a 
contribution. 

Music 

As the end of term approaches, it is always nice to reflect on arguably, the busiest term in the 
Music Department’s calendar and to thank all the students, staff and parents for their dedication 
and commitment. Highlights this term have included performances at Prize Giving, the Christmas 
Fair, the Carol Service at Reading Crown Court, our very own Christmas Concert, and of course 
the Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church.  Each performance showcased our students performing 
to the very highest of standards and the praise they received was well deserved!  

Prize Giving 

A highlight of the Autumn Calendar is Prize Giving.  Not only do we we have the opportunity to 
share the many successes of the students in our school, but we also debut some of the work that 
the Senior Choir has been doing in rehearsals in the build-up to Christmas.  This year, the Senior 
Choir performed ‘Mack the Knife’ to a packed hall and fantastic response.  Little did we know that 
this would not be the last Senior Choir performance in front of Judge Angela Morris this year!  

Alongside the choir, Prize Giving always features a soloist performance. This year, Caroline Ayres 
in Year 11 performed magnificently on the harp, much to the joy and surprise of the audience;  
this is not an instrument you see every day, let alone in a school! 

Christmas Fair 

The Senior Choir performed for the first time at the Christmas Fair this term, opening the 
proceedings with a medley of well-known Christmas carols.  Whilst the event required an early 
start for rehearsals on a Saturday, it was a brilliant way to launch our Christmas performing 
schedule and put everybody in a festive mood.  Thank you to the PTA for inviting us – we’ll see 
you again next year! 



Carols at Reading Crown Court 

Thanks to Ranelagh’s outstanding win in the Mock Trial Court competition this year, we have 
developed excellent relationships with various people involved in the competition.  The High 
Sheriff of the Royal County of Berkshire, Graham Barker was invited in to give an assembly to 
lower school and during our conversations afterwards we discovered that he is a big fan of music. 
Not only has he donated to our ‘Save our Steinway’ fundraiser, but he invited us to perform at 
the inaugural ‘Carols at the Court’, hosted by none other than Judge Angela Morris who had 
previously witnessed the choir performing at Prize Giving.  This was a huge honour for the Music 
Department and gave us a chance to showcase our skills to the wider public.  Twenty three 
members of the choir travelled to the Crown Court in Reading and performed outstandingly, 
helped of course by the amazing acoustics in the Crown Court foyer.  The soprano descants 
soared across the audience from our elevated position on the grand balcony and our soloists, 
Nicholas Godfrey (11Y) and Hannah Bennett (10Y), performed with aplomb.  This was truly a 
highlight of the calendar for us.  We would like to thank the High Sheriff and Judge Morris for 
their invitation.  This concert was also the debut of our brand new Ranelagh embossed choir 
folders – thank you to the PTA for their kind donation! 

Christmas Concert 

Audiences were treated to a 
dazzling array of 
performances at our annual 
Christmas Concert this year. 
There was a mixture of solo 
items and small ensembles; 
Senior Choir and Junior Choir; 

Soul Band, the Woodwind Ensemble and not forgetting the Staff Choir. Performances included a 
virtuosic marimba solo, a flute trio, a majestic performance of Lord of the Dance by the Senior 
Orchestra and the upbeat Angels Tell the Christmas Story by the Senior Choir.  The level of ability 
on show by our students was simply sensational and they did both themselves and the 
department proud.  



Carol Service 

The final public performance for the Senior Choir for 2018, took place on 
Thursday 13th December, in our Carol Service at a very full Holy Trinity 
Church.  The Carol Service is always a highlight in the Music Department’s 
calendar and this year was no different, with beautiful performances of  

well-known carols and readings.  The Chamber Choir performed Bob 
Chilcott’s The Shepherds Sing, beautifully accompanied on harp by Caroline 
Ayres, with a haunting trumpet accompaniment by Nicholas Godfrey (11Y) 
and a soaring soprano solo by Ellen Boylan (11W).  Nobody would have 
known the organ was only fixed 30 minutes before the service started! 

‘Save our Steinway’ fundraiser 

Our ‘Save our Steinway’ fundraiser is going incredibly well, with some very 
generous donations made by parents and friends of the school. At the last 
count, we had raised approximately £3500! If you would like to donate to our 
fundraiser, you can do this via sQuid or by sending in a cheque to school. If 
you know of anybody who would also like to donate to our fundraiser, please 
ask them to get in touch with Mr Luke Coventry. 

Musical items in Assembly  
On Friday mornings, in addition to our reflections upon our chosen theme, of ‘Sometimes we 
have more questions than answers’, our school assemblies this term have featured musical items 
from students.  Our thanks go to Louis Hayes (Y11) who on 16th November, sang A Gaelic Blessing 
by John Rutter, and on 14th December 2018, Nick Godfrey (11Y) performing Yellow after the Rain 
on the Marimba. 

PE 

Sports Report December 2018 

The term we have been really impressed by the number of pupils that have been participating in 
extra-curricular sporting activities and the commitment shown to these activities.  Whilst it is not 
possible to give details of everything that has been going on, we have shared some of the 
highlights below. Please do encourage your son/daughter to get involved next term if they have 
not done so already.  

Cross Country 
On Friday 16th November, Ranelagh students again 
broke records at the Bracknell Schools Cross-
Country event at South Hill Park.  Four full teams 
from Ranelagh entered the competition (a girl and 
boy from years 7,8 and 9).  The teams did 
incredibly well, each member running some very 
fast legs to bring the cup back to school.  
Ranelagh teams finished 1st, 4th, 5th and 9th.  Kitty 
Mair ran the fastest lap of the day, followed by 
George Thomas and Oliver Gofford. 

Pictured: Ella Davey 7Y, Denise Spencer 7U, 

Oliver Gofford (8Z), George Thomas (8Z), 



Every member of the team ran with spirit and determination, Denise Spencer (7U), Shannon 
Morgan (7Y), Oliver Gofford (8Z), Tom Littleboy (8U), Charlotte Lancaster-Cox (8X) and Jared 
Burch (8Y) all look on the additional challenge of running against those in the year above. 

The PE department would 
like to acknowledge the 
fantastic support given Mrs 
Fiona Mair and our own Mr 
Cunningham, both of whom 
invest their time in training 
the students every week. 

Our congratulations go to all 
of those involved. 

The County cross-country event takes place in Newbury on Saturday 19th January.  If your child 
would like to participate and you have not already received the information, please contact Mrs 
Nicholls by email urgently.  

Football 

The U12 girls football team played in the second round of the Playstation 9, a side schools cup 
competition against Salesian College. It was the second game of the season for the girls after 
winning a local tournament, so we were quietly confident. The game started off quite tentatively 
with very few shots on goal and a lot of possession in midfield. However, once the first goal went 
in, the game became more free flowing with Salesian College's goal keeper making lots of 
outstanding saves keeping Ranelagh at bay. The full time whistle went with the score being 4 - 4. 
This meant 10 minutes of extra time and Salesian managed to find the gaps and ran out eventual 
winners 6 - 4 after extra time. Great play by all and we look forward to the season ahead. 

Netball 

In the County Netball Tournament, 
the U18 team had a fantastic day. 
They reached the final having had 
good wins against Charters, Downe 
House, Holyport and Leighton Park 
in the group stage.  They won 
against The Abbey in the semi-final.  
In the final they were up against 
Wellington College, but 
unfortunately, Wellington got off to 

a strong start, and despite a tremendous effort by the team, they could not quite claw back the 
deficit eventually losing by 2 goals.  This was, however, enough to qualify for the regional round 
of this national schools competition, so we wish the squad luck in January. 



The U14 team were also in 
action in the County Netball 
Tournament in November 
which brings together all of the 
strongest teams in Berkshire. 
The girls started with a draw 
against Queen Anne’s, then 
went on to beat St Mary’s 13 – 
7, before facing an extremely 
experienced Wellington side. 
At half time we were drawing, 
a credit to the girls’ efforts, but 
unfortunately in the second 
half they extended their lead 
to beat us 12 – 7. Throughout the morning, we had other matches against Newlands, Downe 
House and Holyport.  We ended the day 5th in the pool.  The girls’ resilience, teamwork and 
perseverance were outstanding and we have high hopes for this squad for the future. 

The year 8 B team, were very successful at the South East Berks tournament last month.  Having 
won 2 matches and drawn one in their pool, the team then went into the quarter final against 
LVS, winning 2-1 in an exciting match.  They beat Charters in the semi-final winning 2-1 with a last 
minute goal on the whistle to take them into the final against tournament favourites, St Crispin’s.  
Sadly, the team lost in the final against very well drilled and strong opposition.  They should be 
extremely proud of their individual and team performances.  Special mention goes to Daisy 
McMahon (8Y) who was superb in defence, Charlotte Lancaster-Cox (8X) who was very dominant 
in the centre court and goal shooter, Stacey Chapman (8V), who stayed calm under pressure.   

Recently the U12 team played Garth Hill College.  Despite some outstanding individuals in the 
Garth squad, our team managed to come out the overall winners by a considerable margin. Well 
done to Sofia Aumonier (7Z), who was awarded player of the match by Garth Hill.  Miss Pearson 
would like to congratulate the girls on their positive attitude, their ability to work as a team and 
the versatility the squad presented.  Long may it continue! 

Rugby 

The U14s had two games left after the half term break against Bohunt and Reading Boys’ School. 
The Bohunt game was a tight affair, with the winning try being scored in the final second after a 
full pitch run by Jonty Curtis (9V). We then welcomed Reading Boys for a tough but exciting 
game. They used their 6ft centres to great effect, running out winners by a try. Again a great year 
so far and we will be looking to build a bigger squad for next year’s fixtures. 

The U13 team have also been in action starting the second half term against local rivals and 
toughest opponent yet, Bohunt. This was a high quality game of Rugby with outstanding 
performances across the field but unfortunately they inflicted our only loss of the season by one 
try. We then picked ourselves up to have two high scoring wins against Oratory Prep School and 



Reading Boys’ School respectively. It has been a great season for the U13 team so far and they 
are certainly a team to watch out for in the future. 

The U12 rugby team have continued to grow as a squad this year. New players have come in to 
the fold and their overall understanding of the game has improved week on week. Having 
narrowly lost two fixtures recently, the players pulled together for the annual Reading Blue Coats 
tournament. This was an all-day event, which allowed Ranelagh to play against new teams from 
across the whole of Berkshire. Toby Connolly (7Z) showed great confidence and scored his first 
try for the school. Tom Hamble (7U) continued to impress with a dozen tries over the course of 
the day and Dylan Butcher (7Z) showed great leadership in each game. Man of the match was 
Ewan Mckinnon (7Z) with strong running in attack and tough tackling in defence. 

Reminder from the PE department 

As we continue to have many fixtures across a wide range of sports for each year group, we 
encourage pupils and parents to take a look at the fixtures calendar, which is available to view on 
the Ranelagh website under ‘sports clubs and fixtures’. Here you are able to see when and where 
your upcoming fixtures and practices will be held with start and finishing times stated which 
should help with organising logistics for you and your family. A simplified version of the regular 
practices will be available in tutor groups bases in the first week of term.   

Mrs Nicholls would like to remind parents and pupils, that all PE kit should be clearly named 
inside and initials should be sewn on to tops and shorts/skirts, so that they can easily be 
identified and we are more likely to be able to return them if they are lost.  If it has not been 
possible to get initials sewn on before now, then the Christmas break would be an ideal time to 
do this.  

In addition, many lessons are likely to be outside in January, due to exams taking place in the 
gym. Pupils are advised to have the appropriate mid-layer and navy jogging bottoms in order to 
keep warm and ‘base layers’ may be worn underneath Ranelagh PE kit if it is cold.  



SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 

Charity fundraiser – Cancer Research Kids and Teens 

On the 6th November, Evie Shallom (8W), along with some of 
her friends, held a charity bake sale for Cancer Research Kids 
and Teens.  It was extremely successful! They raised an 
incredible £311, thanks to the students who helped, the 
people who donated cakes and those people who purchased 
them!  

Evie chose Cancer Research Kids and Teens because only 4% 
of the money donated to Cancer Research goes to support children and teenagers.  Without the 
commitment and organisation of Evie and her friends, it would not have been possible to raise 
this sum of money in just half-an-hour, in a school lunch-time. What a fantastic achievement and 
wonderful to see young people supporting others through Cancer Research Kids and Teens. 

Lauren Retter (8W). 

One Million punches’ – In aid of Youthline 

At the end of November, two of our students, Luke Whyman (7Y) and Dylan Borham (7X), who 
are members of Silwood Park Karate club, collectively performed one million punches in aid of 
Youthline.  Youthline is a Bracknell based charity, which provides free counselling to children and 
young adults.  This mega event took 6 hours to complete with a final total of 1,050,000 punches.  
The youngest members who are just 4 years old performed at least 5000 punches in an hour and 
many of our students attended more than one lesson over the two nights, with some students 
and adults performing 25,000 punches! 

The students showed absolute determination; not a single member gave up despite the obvious 
intensity and demands of the event.  The students have raised over £3500, which is the largest 
donation Youthline has ever received.  

Christmas Parcels 

A week before the end of term, a group of sixth form students accompanied Miss Evans to help 
deliver our beautifully decorated Christmas parcels to the residents of Jubilee Court and Orchard 
Court.  Every tutor group in the school worked hard to collect delicious food items and treats for 
the parcels and it was a joy to meet the residents on the delivery run.  In addition to spreading 
Christmas cheer, this annual appeal helps students to consider those who may be less fortunate 
than themselves.  The parcels have been wonderfully well received and we are grateful to all 
parents and families who contributed to this lovely project. 



NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

This term we were delighted to learn of the on-going success of former student, Pippa Murray, 
the founder of natural nut butter start-up, Pip & Nut. 

Pippa launched the business just four years ago with no prior experience in the industry, and it is 
now stocked by the UK’s four largest supermarkets and around the world. Her inspiration came 
from her own marathon training and her love of peanut butter.  Concerned with the high levels of 
refined sugars, palm oil and saturated fats in commercial products, Pippa set about developing a 
heathier version. 

Francesca James, co-founder of the NatWest Great British Entrepreneur Awards, said: “Pippa has 
a tremendous entrepreneurial story, and one that the judges and the team fell in love with. She 
saw a problem with something in her everyday life, and like a true entrepreneur, decided to do 
something about it. Pippa is relatively early in her entrepreneurial journey, and we can’t wait to 
see where Pip & Nut goes next.” 

Congratulations to Pippa on a fantastic achievement. 

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 

A list of enrichment activities available to students can be found using the following link: 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/  

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

Student Absence 

If your child will not be attending school, please telephone the school on 01344 421233 and leave 
a message on the answer machine before 9.00am. When your child returns to school, a 
‘notification of absence’ form [on parent portal or available from the school office], giving a 
specific reason for the absence, must be completed and given to the Attendance Officer. 

Inclement Weather / Breakfast 

As January approaches, we would like to remind you of the school policy on inclement weather as 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

School Closures 

In the event of any school closure due to bad weather or emergency, a message will be emailed 
to parents, and information will be broadcast on the school website www.ranelagh.bracknell-
forest.sch.uk, the dedicated schools’ closure page at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure 
and the following radio stations: 

BBC Radio Berkshire 

Heart FM Berkshire – 102.9FM and 97.0FM 



You should always assume that the school is open unless you hear to the contrary through the 
radio/school website. 

School opening times - Christmas holidays 

The school is closed over the Christmas holiday period from Thursday 20th December 2018.  The 
school will re-open on Monday 7th January 2019. 

Governors 

Please see the attached letter from the Chair, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 2). 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 3). 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 4) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 7 January 2019 Start of Spring Term 

Year 11 Mock Exams week 1 

Tuesday 8 January Year 12 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Monday 14 January Year 11 Mock Exams week 2 

Year 9 parents’ pre GCSE information evening 6.30pm 

Saturday 19 January School Cross Country Event 

Monday 21 January Year 13 Mock Exams week 1 

Prayer Group 7.30pm 

Wednesday 23 January Dance Evening 7.00pm 

Friday 25 January Year 8 Indoor Athletics 

Saturday 26 – Sunday 27 January DofE Training 

Monday 28 January Year 7 Mosque visits this week. 

Year 13 Mock Exams week 2 

Tuesday 29 January Royal Albert Hall choir rehearsal 

6.15 - 8.15pm at Ranelagh 

Friday 1 February P1/P2 Year 8 ‘Macbeth’ Globe Players (School Hall) 



Thursday 7 February Year 7/’8 Girls’ Teen evening 7.00-8.00pm 

Friday 8 February Year 9 visit to Pizza Express (Food hygiene practices) 

Year 12/13 visit to Krakow depart 

Monday 11 February Year 12/13 Krakow return 

Tuesday 12 February Year 9 parents’ evening 5.00-8.00pm 

Wednesday 13 February Year 12 visit to Brasenose College, Oxford 

Monday 18 – Friday 22 February Half Term 

Monday 25 February Fairtrade fortnight 

Tuesday 26 February Royal Albert Hall choir rehearsal 

6.15-8.15pm at Luckley House 

Wednesday 27 February Year 12/13 Maths Inspiration at the Hexagon
Year 7 parents’ information evening (SHU) 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Thursday 28 February Year 11 History – play at Henley-on-Thames 

 Friday 1 March Year 8 and 9 UKMT Team Challenge 

Saturday 2 March Duke of Edinburgh training 

Wednesday 6 March Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion 

School Production 7.00pm 

Thursday 7 March World Book Day 

School Production 7.00pm 

Friday 8 March Year 13 A Level History conference 

School Production 7.00pm 

Saturday 9 March Mock Trial local heat (tbc) 

Royal Albert Hall choir rehearsal at Loddon Valley Leisure 
Centre, Lower Early, Reading 

Monday 10 March Lent project this week (tbc) 

Senior and Junior Choirs to Royal Albert Hall 

Year 13 A Level Economics revision conference at 
Edgbarrow this week 

Wednesday 13 March Year 12 Geography fieldwork 
Year 9/10 Multi Skills Leaders Event
Year 10 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 



Thursday 14 March Chris Bradford – Author visit   

Friday 15 March Year 7 Animal Roadshow 

Saturday 16 March Mock Trial local heat (tbc) 

Sunday 17 March Duke of Edinburgh – practice expedition depart 

Monday 18 March Lent Projects (tbc) 

Duke of Edinburgh – practice expedition return 

Year 12 Exams week 1 

Thursday 21 March Year 7/8 Boys’ Teens evening 7.00 – 8.00pm 

Friday 22 March P1/P2 Year 10 ‘Romeo & Juliet’ Globe Players 

PTA Quiz night 

Monday 25 March Lent projects this week (tbc) 

Year 12 Exams week 2 

Tuesday 26 March Year 8 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Friday 29 March Year 10 French exchange departs 

Year 10/12 Spanish exchange departs 

Tuesday 2 April Year 12 Geography fieldwork 

Wednesday 3 April Year 10 French exchange return 

Thursday 4 April Year 10/12 Spanish exchange return 

Friday 5 April Year 8 Ski Trip to Austria departs 

[End of Term] 

Monday 8 – Monday 22 April Easter Holidays 

Tuesday 23 April Professional Training Day 

STEM 3M Challenge 

Wednesday 24 April Start of Summer Term 

Summer Uniform 

Year 13 Business Conference (tbc) 



And finally… 

Given that Christmas is a time of year when we urge one another to remember those less 
fortunate than ourselves, it is gratifying to note that the retiring collection at our Christmas 
Service raised £463.05 for the Pilgrim Hearts Night Shelter for the homeless of Bracknell.  Thank 
you to all of those who gave so generously and those who continue to support the school in so 
many other ways throughout the year.  We could not do what we do, if you did not do what you 
do. 

Wishing you every blessing for this Christmas and the New Year.   

Yours sincerely 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ranelagh School is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales, registration number 769806. Ranelagh School is an exempt charity.

Appendix 1 

 
December 2018 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

Here is a reminder of the protocol followed during adverse weather conditions. 
 
The school will stay open whenever possible. 
 
1. Students - there must be no snowballing/sliding on site – these activities are dangerous on 

a confined site like our school. 
 
2. Make sure students have warm, waterproof clothing.  If they wear boots to school, they 

must have shoes to change into – at school.  Outdoor clothing can be worn in the 
playground but not inside the buildings. 

 
3. Parents and Sixth Form, please do not drive onto site unless you have a permit.  

Compacted snow is a hazard. 
 
In the event of severe conditions and closure: 
 
1. A notice will be posted on the school website as soon as possible/ and an email will be 

posted to parents. 
 
2. Local radio (BBC Radio Berkshire/Heart FM Berkshire) will be informed by 7.00am. 
 
3. Please use this information and avoid telephone contact with school unless there is an 

emergency. 
 
4. The school office will be manned, where possible, by senior staff/office staff. 
 
5. If school is closed, staff will place work for students on shared documents.   

 
 
 

Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher  
 



 

 
Dear parents and carers 
 
I am pleased to be writing to you for the first time as Chair of Governors, a role I began on 1st 
September.  I would like to thank my predecessor, Amanda McLean, for the excellent work she has 
done during her time as Chair.  She continues her commitment to the school as Chair of the Bonitas 
Multi-Academy Trust. 
 
I have been a governor at Ranelagh for the past 10 years, first as an elected parent governor and then 
as a Diocesan appointed foundation governor.  During this time I have served on the achievement and 
standards, finance and resources and admissions committees.  I became a governor as I wanted to 
make a difference to Ranelagh’s community of staff, students and parents.  As Chair, I will work with 
Mrs Stevens and the senior leadership team to pursue excellence for all, uphold Ranelagh’s  caring 
Christian ethos and to ensure the school provides the best possible education for all students.  This 
could not be achieved without the commitment and support of my fellow governors. 
 
As a governor, it is my privilege to attend many of the events in the school’s busy calendar.  I recently 
attended the annual Prize Giving, where I had the pleasure of hearing about the many activities our 
students take part in both in and out of school.  Our guest speaker, Her Honour Judge Angela Morris, 
encouraged students to pursue their ambitions, seize opportunities and never to be left looking back 
thinking ‘if only’.  As we looked back at the past year, it was clear that Ranelagh’s students have many 
opportunities to explore their talents and are eager to take advantage of them.  It is important for us to 
recognise how fortunate we are that our students attend a school where numerous extra-curricular 
activities are available to them.  In so many schools creative activities have almost ceased to exist, but 
anyone who attended the marvellous Christmas Concert will know how far from that is our experience 
at Ranelagh.  
 
As I am sure you can imagine, such wonderful events do not take place without an enormous amount of 
hard work from both staff and students.  I would therefore like to congratulate our students for their 
enthusiasm and thank our staff for their outstanding dedication to Ranelagh’s students, which is 
something quite extraordinary and special.  
 
I would also like to thank you, our parents, who not only support your children with their activities, but 
also support the school both practically and financially through the PTA and Friends of Ranelagh.  I hope 
many of you were fortunate enough to attend the wonderful Christmas Fayre, hosted by the PTA. 
 
After such a busy term, I am sure both staff and students will be ready for a break and the opportunity 
to recharge their batteries before coming back ready for a fresh start in the New Year.  
 
With best wishes for a joyful Christmas and a happy new year 

 
Louise Hodkinson 
Chair of Governors  
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Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 

 

 

Friends of Ranelagh – December report 

 

Following my appointment as Chairman of the Friends in September, I have begun to look at 
possible new ways for the Friends to continue our work, supporting the pupils and the School.  
These will be considered by the Friends over the coming months. 

In the meantime, we are liaising closely with Mrs Stevens and members of the School’s senior 
management to identify projects that the Friends, with parents’ generous support, can help fund. 

The Friends has a long and proud record of contributing to the School, for the benefit of our 
children and we are keen to be able to do so now and in the future. 

So a sincere thanks to those parents who do give to the Friends and a request to those who do 
not yet do so: please do consider making a contribution because your support, of how ever 
much, will help our children to flourish.  It is as simple as completing a form so let me know if you 
wish to do this.  Simply send me an e-mail at robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank Dawn Pritchard for all the work she has done 
supporting the Friends as Donations Secretary.  Over the last six years or so, Dawn has worked 
behind the scenes to ensure our administration of your donations has operated smoothly and we 
will miss her.  We look forward to working with her replacement, Philippa Whiteside. 

Finally, may I wish you and your family a very merry Christmas and a happy 2019. 

 
 
Robert McLean 
Chairman 
Friends of Ranelagh School 
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Fundraising Update 
 
A big thank you to you all for your generous donations and support this term. We'd like to 
share with you how your generosity will be helping our children within school. 
 
New Keyboards 
The music department recently submitted a bid to the 
PTA to pay for 30 new Yamaha PSR-E363 Digital 
Keyboards.  
 
Many of the existing keyboards are nearing the end of 
their life and they get a lot of use by the whole school 
and so after securing a very favourable discount we 
were pleased to donate the sum of £4,470 to pay for 
them.  
 
New Choir Folders 
Many of you will have enjoyed listening to the school choir at the Christmas fair and recent 
Christmas events and will know that they perform at a wide range of events within and outside of 
school. 
 
Mrs Stevens submitted a bid to the PTA to pay for some smart new music folders to contain music 
and singing sheets and we agreed to pay the sum of £412 for them. 
 
Toilet Refurbishment Project 
Our fundraising focus will continue to be the toilet refurbishment project for the rest of this year. 
We're delighted to be able to tell you that thanks to lots of generous donations by parents and 
carers we've raised an amazing £1,000 towards specially for the Toilet Refurbishment Project so 
far! 
 
The committee met in early December and agreed to contribute the sum of £40,000 to pay for the 
first tranche of refurbishments, these are scheduled to take place during the Easter holidays.  With 
your help we would like to raise more funds to pay for the next tranche of refurbishments. Can you 
help to make this happen? 
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You can donate online at https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/ranelaghschoolpta or send in cheques 
made payable to Ranelagh PTA via the school office marked 'Toilet Refurbishment Appeal'. 
 
Easyfundraising Update 
Well done to those who remembered to buy their Christmas shopping through easyfundraising - the 
new total raised is a whopping £1,949.28! 
Remember this costs you nothing to use. The stores you buy donate to the school to say thank you 
to you for shopping with them. Not got an account? It's simple to sign up at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Please keep it coming! 
 
Sign up to help serve refreshments at Parent Teacher Consultation Evenings 
Are any parents willing to help to serve refreshments at the Year 12 parents evening on Tuesday 
12th January from 5-8pm please? 
A number of PTA committee parents have children taking exams this week and would be grateful if 
parents who have children in other year groups could help instead. 
Just sign up online at: http://signup.com/go/LHDMceZ 
 
Parent Polls 
Many thanks to everyone who gave their votes in the recent online Parent Polls to gauge levels of 
interest in possible new event ideas. We'll share the outcomes of those polls with you in the New 
Year. 
 
Can your Company Help? 
Thankfully many companies have programmes to support charitable causes like ours and we're on 
the hunt to find some more! 
 
These companies might match fund monies raised at organised events or offer employees to 
volunteer to help with charities activities. If you think your company might be willing to offer either 
funding or volunteers to help support the PTA fundraising activities then we'd love to hear from you. 
To help you, we've produced a letter template which you can adapt and send to your employer 
asking for their help. Or if you're a business owner perhaps you might consider agreeing to get 
involved yourself.  
Download the template from the PTA home page on the school website or contact 
pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
 
Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 
 
Your Ranelagh PTA 
 


