
 

 

 

27nd May 2020 

 

Dear Parents  

Whilst we have missed our usual deadline for this half term’s Newsletter, the additional two or 

three days do mean that we now have greater clarity about the government plans for secondary 

schools for the remainder of the academic year. 

On Sunday, the Prime Minister’s daily briefing referred to the wider opening of schools and 
reiterated the point that secondary schools are being asked to provide face-to-face contact for 
students in year 10 and year 12.  We were advised that this will not now be until 15 June, at which 
point provision should be made on the basis of a quarter of students being in school in at any one 
time. 
 

On Monday, the government published guidance for secondary schools on wider opening, which 

elaborated upon the Prime Minister’s announcement of the previous day.  

   

Key points from the guidance are as follows:  

 Secondary schools should plan on the basis that from the week commencing 15 June, they 
can invite Year 10 and 12 students (years 10 and 11 for alternative provision schools) back 
into school for some face-to-face support with their teachers, subject to the government’s 
5 tests being met.  

 Secondary schools should offer this face-to-face support to supplement the remote 
education of Year 10 and Year 12 students, which should remain the predominant mode of 
education during this term for students in these year groups.  

 Schools are able to have a quarter of the Year 10 and Year 12 cohort in school at any one 
time.  

 Vulnerable children and children of critical workers in other year groups should be 
accommodated as currently. 

 Secondary schools should aim to practise social distancing in line with the measures the 
government is asking everyone to adopt in public and in workplaces, including keeping 
students 2 metres apart from each other where possible.  

 Ensuring sufficient distance between students is likely to mean classes are no more than 
half their usual size.  

 Mixing between different groups of students should be kept to a minimum.  
 Within the guidance above, schools have the flexibility to implement face-to-face support 

for Year 10 and Year 12 students in the way that best suits their circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=108e3659de&e=7c6b76598e


Yesterday members of the Senior Leadership Team met in school to review progress with our very 
comprehensive risk assessment and to work on plans for how we can safely meet the requirements 
of the new guidance.  Our starting point has always been to assess what we are able to do safely 
and what we are able to do meaningfully in school to support the learning and progress of our 
students in these very different circumstances.  

We are aware, as a result of the survey of parents with children in year 10 and year 12, of the 
questions that are uppermost in your mind and would like to reassure you that the detailed plans 
we are in the process of preparing will address these.  The plans will be shared with you in due 
course so that you are then able to make informed decisions about your child’s attendance.   

Whilst there will be the opportunity for some students in year 10 and year 12 to attend school in 
the coming weeks, for the rest of the school population learning will remain at home, via Microsoft 
Office Teams. We want to encourage all students to continue to actively engage with their on-line 
lessons. Teachers have been genuinely delighted with the way in which they have responded to 
this way of working.  It has not been without its challenges, but for many it has provided an 
opportunity for creativity and innovation and we are looking forward to the chance to showcase 
what has been achieved across the curriculum when we resume face-to-face learning for all 
students in school.  

Please take the time to read the pages that follow – you will find a glimpse of the “old” and the 
“new” in terms of our experience of school this year, together with some insight into the way in 
which members of the Ranelagh community have been responding to the calls for help that have 
been a feature of life in recent weeks. 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Art 

Royal Ascot Art Competition  

 

Ranelagh’s KS3 artists were presented with the opportunity to participate in the Royal Ascot Art 

Competition for the second year running.  The competition is a great experience and is also a 

fantastic chance for those in the lower school to showcase some of the creative talent that so 

many of our students have here at Ranelagh. 

A number of students from year 7 to 9 entered the competition.  We would like to thank those who 

took the time to contribute their creative ideas and congratulate them all for their fantastic effort 

and hard work.   In total, 728 entries were received from 12 schools; these were then shortlisted 

for the final stage of online voting.  

Entries: 

Age 13-14 

    



       

 

Age 12-13 

   

 

Age 11-12 

   

Voting by the public then took place and in all, over 2,500 votes were cast.  With such a high 

standard of submissions, we were delighted to receive the news that Sophia Azzopardi (Year 9) won 

first place and Amber Moores (Year 8) was runner up, both in the age 13-14 category.  

Congratulations to Sophia and Amber for their prize-winning work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophia Azzopardi 9Z – First place                          Amber Moores 8Y – Runner up 

Although it was not possible for presentations to our prize winners to take place in the usual way, 

in recognition of their success, the winners in each category were invited to take part in a Zoom 

video call with Oli Bell, ITV4 Racing presenter, and Ryan Moore, leading flat jockey and Ascot 

Racecourse Supports’ Racing Ambassador. 

 



 

 

Sophia and Amber’s artwork will be enlarged and displayed in the Ascot Heath Tunnel very shortly 

to complement those from last year. 

Well done to all who took part.  We will be looking forward to another opportunity next year and 

hope to see many more wonderful creations! 

Drama  

Movement during the ‘lockdown’ may have been limited, but creativity has not been in short 

supply and Ranelagh’s drama students have continued to create, produce and perform excellent 

work. Year 7 students have been busy working on designing and creating puppets and have shown 

just how imaginative and resourceful they are in the ways they have designed and created 

marionette, brown paper, shadow and hand puppets.  

 

Year 8 have been completing their Shakespeare topic in which students have been writing original 

scripts using Shakespearean characters, modernising Shakespeare plays and performing 

monologues. The creativity and hard work that went into many of these assessments has 

impressed and moved staff and to illustrate this, we are sharing below the poem written and 

submitted by Sam.  

Year 9 have been working on a devising project, using a variety of stimuli to inspire settings, 

characters and plot and we look forward to seeing how these plays develop over the coming 

weeks.   

GCSE and A Level Drama continue to be busy, with students completing coursework and choosing 

playscripts for their practical examinations next academic year.  

In this unsettling time, our students have continued to impress and inspire us with their curiosity, 

creativity, independence and resilience, reminding us why Ranelagh is such a special place. 

To keep up to date with all of our news and activities, including information about our next whole 

school musical, follow the @DramaRanelagh Twitter account. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“Is this a dagger which I see before me,”  

Inspired by Macbeth’s soliloquy, Sam in 8U has reinterpreted Shakespeare’s message, transforming 

it from a speech filled with negativity and guilt, to one of optimism and hope for life beyond COVID-

19.   

 

Macbeth: 

Is this a rainbow that I see before me? 

The bright colours, far in the distance before my eyes. 

Hopeful, let me enjoy its rays surrounding me 

And capture the message that lies within its multicoloured arc. 

A message of hope for our future and for future generations 

We will never forget the unprecedented days of the Coronavirus, 

but not for the hardship, suffering and the pain alone, 

although this must never be forgotten. 

But out of all that worry and sadness, 

Small seeds of hope begin to grow in our minds 

that in time begin to grow and grow 

beyond any of our expectations. 

Yes …. 

The world reacted: wisely, considerately and things started to change… 

Emerging from a dark, bleak period 

The worst our generations had ever known. 

Real hope for our young and future generations. 

Time stopped, people stopped, caring took over 

We are becoming a much more caring society. 

The focus has changed. 

The world is slowing down and changing its values. 

Time with family is more precious, the daily routine has CHANGED 

People are finding a new happiness, contentment and calm self-awareness 

We are thinking much more of others and our environment 

Out of that tiny seed, grows a whole new future 

Like the lighting of a room from the darkness 

The warmth and kindness of our whole country 

We remember those who are really there for us 

All NHS workers - consultants, nurses, carers, emergency services-police, fire and ambulance 

Supermarket workers, delivery drivers, bus drivers, teachers, 

They are the backbone of our country 

Together we become united in our new world of hope, care, kindness and generosity. 

We clap, thank, and reflect 

THANK YOU! 

From the bottom of our hearts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MFL 

French Exchange – a look back 

On the 6th February, fourteen year 10 and 12 students set off to Marseilles to finally meet our 

exchange partners. We arrived at Marseilles Airport late at night and were greeted by our host 

families.  

 

The following day, we set off with our partners to Collège Marie Mauron to begin our first day trip 

to Marseilles. As the year 10s set off on a coach to explore Marseilles, the year 12s started their 

work experience. We began with a steep climb up to Notre Dame de la Garde, where we were met 

with the most amazing views of the city. We then had a long walk back down the hill to a soap 

factory, where the famous “savon de Marseilles” is made. We were lucky enough to have the 

opportunity to make and stamp our own Marseilles soap. After a quick stop for lunch, we spent the 

afternoon at MUCEM (the Museum of European and Mediterranean Civilisations), where we had 

many photo opportunities. 

We all spent the weekend with our host family, with everyone taking part in different activities, like 

horse riding, cycle rides and, of course, shopping (in Aix en Provence). On the Saturday, many of 

the French and English students met for a much-anticipated game of Laser Quest, where the 

French beat us hands down. This was followed by a group trip to McDonalds for dinner, which was 

surprisingly different to McDonalds in England. Many of us spent Sunday at various beaches and 

“calanques”, where the weather was glorious.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On Monday 10th, the year 10s (and Luca) set off to the historic town of Arles, where we conducted 

a research project and made short presentations about the crypts, the theatre and the 

amphitheatre. We then visited a 

“creperie” in the town centre, where 

we had to order our own crepes and 

sundaes in French. On the journey 

back to Cabriès, we stopped at a 

French hypermarket to buy food for 

the next day and the flight home. 

Later in the evening, it was time for 

the cake competition. Over the 

weekend, all of the English students 

had baked a cake with their partners, 

ready to compete to see who the best 

was.  There were many amazing 

cakes, but well done to Pippa and Sefana who came out as the overall winners. Many of us were 

too full of cake to eat much dinner.  

Tuesday was our final full day in France and we spent the 

morning in Aix en Provence. The year 10s split into two 

groups to compete in the “market challenge”. Each group 

was given twenty euros to buy three different types of fruit 

or vegetables and two different savoury items. One group 

took a more radical approach to the challenge, spending 

half their budget on a whole rotisserie chicken (named 

Oliver!).  

We spent the afternoon in different classes at the French 

school, taking part in a variety of lessons, like music, maths, 

English and Spanish. Some of us had the opportunity to 

complete the escape room in the school library – as you can 

tell, we successfully solved the challenge and made good 

our escape.  

The next morning, it was time to say goodbye to our French 

companions. After an emotional farewell, it was time to leave for the airport. We are all devastated 

that our partners were unable to come back in March, but we are all hoping to see them soon. 

We would all like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Monaghan, Miss Sweeney and everyone 

involved for making the French Exchange such an incredible experience, and one that we will never 

forget.  

By Emelia Binding 10V and Lauren Spooner 10Y 

 

 

 

 

 



PE  

The PE team have been sending out weekly challenges via Teams and Twitter, challenging students 
on a wide range of activities such as; netball tensies, toilet roll kick-ups and holding a plank for the 
longest time possible. These challenges can be seen on the PE Twitter and Instagram 
(@ranelaghpe).  

 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

STAFFING 

New Staff 

Over the course of this half term we have welcomed Joanne Hargreaves, who joins the school as 

Curriculum Support Assistant in PE and Elaine Newell, who is our Interventions Manager.  In spite 

of the unusual circumstances, both colleagues have already been busy in their new roles and we 

are delighted to welcome them to the team. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1).  

FOR – Please find the FOR Newsletter (Appendix 2).  

 

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMUNITY 

PPE manufacture 

The messages shown in the picture below came from one local forum made up of those who have 

been in receipt of face shields supplied by schools who have been part of a programme 

coordinated by Leighton Park School.  At Ranelagh, Mrs Farrance used the laser printer in the 

Design Technology department to produce hundreds of the adjustable headbands onto which the 

shields were mounted.   

In one day alone, over 2500 face shields were produced, assembled and delivered all across the 

region.  The final delivery of the project was a consignment of 200 shields to Broadmoor Hospital 

bringing the total produced to just over 8000 shields. 

Do take some time to read the messages, this could not have been done without the combined 

effort of all who took part. 

 

 

 

 



 

In a different venture, similarly well received by health and care professionals in our local 

community, Mrs Youd, Mrs Azzopardi and Sophia Azzopardi were particularly busy in the Easter 

holiday manufacturing components for face visors in their own homes.  Initially the finished visors 

were provided to the NHS with over 100 being delivered to RBH, a local GP surgery and other 

community groups but as the project progressed, supplies were also made available to care homes 



in our local area.  The idea was not to replace commercially produced PPE, but the masks were a 

very welcome stop-gap at a time at which demand was far outstripping supply. 

For those with skills on the sewing machine, this has also been a busy time.  Staff, parents and 

students have been part of a team making scrubs for the local NHS trust, coordinated by the parent 

of one of our former students.  Fabric has been in short supply so those taking part have had to be 

very resourceful, but the colourful scrubs that have been sewn seem rather apt as the rainbow has 

become the emblem of the moment.  

I know that for those involved in any of these projects this has been an important way of joining 

the collective effort to “do their bit”; we are proud of the contributions each one of you has made. 

 

And finally… 

As well as contributing support, the school has been in receipt of support.  Close to home, the PTA 

has continued to provide funding for the on-going refurbishment of some of our very tired toilets.  

Work is almost complete on the final phase of this project and we are hugely grateful to the 

committee and to all of you who have supported the events in school which have made this 

possible. Smart, clean facilities have never been more welcome.  

Last but by no means least I would like to thank you for your moral support.  Your warm words of 

thanks and encouragement, together with the time and energy you have spent in supporting the 

delivery of home learning have been phenomenal.  The words I use when parents of new students 

join our community have never rung truer: we can’t do what we do, without you doing what you 

do.  Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 

 



 Appendix 1 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, we do hope you and your families are well and are managing to cope with all the 
challenges this period is presenting us all. 
 
Whilst PTA activities won’t be at the forefront of any of our minds currently, we 
nevertheless felt it would be sensible to give you a quick update, given the disruption to our 
usual activities and programme of events, and to give those who wish to support us in other 
ways. 
 

Postponed Events 
 
Bryony Gordon Speaker Series – we are waiting to reschedule this greatly anticipated 
speaker event and will let you know as soon as we are able to go ahead with that. In the 
meantime, we’d like to offer 3 possible options to those who sent in payment to attend this 
event: 

1. Donate your ticket fee to Ranelagh PTA as a good will gesture in lieu of the event 
taking place this academic year. If you can so this, thank you very much! 

2. Request your ticket fee to be returned when school reopens fully. This is our 
preferred return option as it will be easier to administer when all students and staff 
are back in school and will bear no postage costs to the PTA. 

3. Request an immediate ticket fee return if you sent in cash and we will arrange to 
reimburse this to you by post. 

 
Please email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk with the subject line Bryony Gordon 
Speaker Series and indicate your wishes in the email. Please note that cheques expire after 
a period of 6 months and so there is no value in returning cheques that have expired and we 
will dispose of them securely. 
 
Quiz Night – As the Quiz Night date has past, we would like to give those who booked the 
option to either donate their ticket fee to the PTA, or to request a refund. As above, we 
would prefer to return cash when school fully reopens, but we can return this to you sooner 
by post if you request this. Please email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk with the 
subject line Quiz Night and indicate your wishes in the email. 
 
Year 7 Disco – This is a highlight for our Year 7s and because this was postponed, we hope 
to arrange an alternative disco night in the autumn term, if circumstances allow. We will 

mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
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also plan to hold a disco night for the new intake of Year 7s in the Spring Term, as is 
tradition. 
 
Band Night – our Dads R Loud band night is unfortunately postponed this term but we hope 
to reschedule sometime next year. 
 
Founders Day – our traditional summer get together is unfortunately postponed, however, 
we are hoping to hold a Second Hand Uniform and Textbook Sale on the school field - with 
suitable social distancing measures in place - on what would have been Founders Day on 
Saturday 4 July.  
 
If you have any uniform items or textbooks you would like to donate or sell please drop 
items off in school at least one week before the sale. If you have any questions regarding 
SHU or textbooks please email secondhanduniform@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk  
 

New Event – Online Quiz Night 
 
As a stop gap until we’re able to meet for our usual Quiz Night, we’re planning to run an 
online Quiz Night. Further details will be emailed via school soon! 
 

Toilet Refurbishment Update 
 
Following a recent online PTA meeting, an additional sum of £4,800 of PTA funds will be 
donated towards the toilet refurbishments. This is in addition to the £60,000 already 
donated by the PTA. Thank you very much to everyone for helping us to raise these sums in 
order to give our children far nicer amenities. 

 

Online Fundraising  
 
Although our usual programme of events are on hold, there are still a number of ways for 
people to give to Ranelagh PTA online. Here’s a reminder of how. 

 
Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme 
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a weekly lottery that raises money for local good causes. 
 
Each ticket for the lottery costs £1 per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your 
chosen good cause, and you have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the 
numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than the 
National Lottery or the Health Lottery!  
 
We are already set to raise over £1,300 per year for our school from only 42 tickets bought in 
support of Ranelagh PTA so far - imagine the real difference we could make if even half of our 
parent community signed up! 
 
If you’re able, please do consider supporting this new school fundraising initiative whilst also 
being in with a good chance to win a prize! You can find full details and sign up here: 

www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta 

mailto:secondhanduniform@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
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KindLink 
KindLink is our online fundraising 
platform for supporters to make one-
off or on-going donations online to the 
PTA activities. Kindlink has replaced 
previously used platforms, BT My 
Donate and Facebook, and was 
specially set up to help charities like us 
to raise even more money for good 
causes and not lose out to high online 
processing fees. This means that when 
you donate online more of this will go towards funding resources and projects in school. 
Giving is easy at: kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile  

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile 

Please don’t forget to sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link and register 

stating that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any 

commission donated by the stores you shop from.  

If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will 

make a donation every time you shop.  

It costs you nothing to shop in this way and as you shop, each store donates money to the 

school as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful donation 

reminder to your browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So far 

this has raised £3,117.95 for the school. 

Keep in Touch 

Although we aren’t seeing each other face to face at the moment, you can still keep in touch 
with us via our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta where we will post notices and 
reminders throughout the term and we add updates to the school website PTA pages too 
throughout the year. Alternatively, you can email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

With our best wishes, 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk


 
 
 
 

 

 

Friends of Ranelagh  

"May you live in interesting times" is an oft quoted phrase but, given current circumstances, perhaps 

we would all prefer something altogether more normal. 

The coronavirus has impacted so many lives and so much of what we have considered normal life but 

will everything revert back to how it was before?  Perhaps not and one of the many implications is how 

life post Covid-19 will effect charities such as the Friends of Ranelagh. 

The cornerstone of what we do is the generosity of parents; without these donations we will not be able 

to continue to support the school as we have done in the past. 

Since May 2014, the Friends have donated more than £500,000 to Ranelagh, to assist our school in 

providing a well-rounded education for our pupils. 

For this work to continue, the Friends rely entirely on the continued support from current parents and 

a commitment from new parents whose children will join in the new academic year.  We appreciate 

how difficult it is for people in the midst of this pandemic and recognise that it brings many financial 

uncertainties.  We do not take your support for granted and are truly grateful to  receive your donations. 

We will continue to work closely with the Head Teacher, and the senior leadership team, to target 

funding from the Friends to where it will make a real difference to the life of our children in school and 

I will report to you further on this, in due course. 

In the meantime, keep safe and well and I look forward to seeing you in happier times.     

 

 

 

Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 


