
 

 

 

24th May 2019 

 

Dear Parents  

Our thoughts as we break up for half-term are with our students in year 11 and year 13, who have 

now embarked upon their external examinations.  We spare a thought to for their parents and 

families as this is inevitably a tense time for all concerned.  Nevertheless, the next few weeks will 

pass very quickly so, as the end is in sight we wish those in both year groups every success in the 

final stages of their revision. 

One of the final duties of the outgoing school Captains was to take part in the selection process 

for the new senior team.  Interviews took place on Wednesday 8th May 2019 and the standard of 

candidates was extremely high.  Difficult as the decision was, I am delighted to say that the 

following students were appointed to lead the student body over the course of the next year: 

Captains 

Hannah Vonka (12C)    Sam Harcourt (12C) 

Vice Captains 

Florence Brockman (12B)   Luca Dondi (12C) 

Rebekah Patterson (12B) 

Chair of School Council 

Georgia Bell (12B) 

Senior Prefects 

Craig Barter (12E) – Year 7   Jemima Denton (12D) – Year 9  

William Hancox (12B) – Year 8 

  

Our thanks and congratulations go to the team of 2018/2019 who did an outstanding job as role 

models and ambassadors.  We wish them every success as they prepare for life and work beyond 

Ranelagh. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Art 

Royal Ascot Art Competition - Results 

Congratulations to all artists that took part in 

the Royal Ascot Art Competition.  The quality 

of work was outstanding and we are very 

proud of all students’ effort and creativity.  

 

We are delighted to announce the following 

outcomes of the competition: 

 

Emily Miles 8U was Winner in the age 12 

category. (right) 

 

Pippa Parmar 9V was Runner-up in the age 13-14 

category. (left) 

A fantastic result for both girls!  We wish them 

many congratulations for the outstanding work 

they produced.   

As a result of their success, both Emily and Pippa, 

along with their guests, had a day at the races, at 

the Victoria Cup Race day on 11th May 2019.  

Their work will be enlarged and displayed in the 

Ascot Heath Tunnel from the beginning of June.  

Well done!  

 

Drama & Music 

Footloose Production 

So, once again the return of the ‘dream team’ (the drama and music departments) remerged to 

produce another whole school production, this year staging the musical ‘Footloose’, by Tom 

Snow, Walter Bobbie and Dean Pitchford.  

 

In the audition process, we learnt a dance, sung the opening number and acted out a scene; this 

resulted in a large student team consisting of 54 people performing, 28 technicians and 7 

musicians also had to make this the most diverse and large-scale production of the past 4 years.  

 

Rehearsals kicked off with some character development and then ‘blocking’ the opening scene 

and church scene.  Following on, in our first music rehearsal, we started to learn and ‘drill’ the 

main numbers “Footloose” and “On any Sunday”.  After some soaring harmonies, we then moved 

onto completing the rest of the show. 



Despite some casting changes before Christmas, we successfully blocked Act 1 and 2 along with 

some great choreography by Katalina Pennycooke (13C) and Holly Hains (13A).  After our 

Christmas break, full of line learning, we moved onto refining the show and making sure that it 

met the high expectations of a Ranelagh School Production. 

 

After numerous lunchtime rehearsals, a performance by Ellie Woolston (10W) and the dancers in 

the dance show performing ‘Let’s Hear it for the Boy’, a performance in assembly by Holly, Kata, 

Ellie and Amelia signing ‘Holding out for a Hero’ and long afterschool rehearsals for running acts, 

we finally arrived at the point of technical rehearsals. Running the show from start to finish with 

the microphones, lighting, band and scene changes posed some challenges. However, through 

resilience and exceptional work from certain individuals, this resulted in us being ready for our 

dress rehearsal later. 

 

Having to find the energy to fully run the show after a long, complicated and stressful rehearsal 

made it a challenge for all of us.  However, we did all successfully find some energy, which meant 

that it became one of the best rehearsals we had had to date. After a good night’s sleep, we 

finally opened on Wednesday 6th March. 

 

My calculation on the final performance confirmed that I had completed 6 quick changes, 13 

costume changes, danced in 15 songs and sung in 24 songs, heard 1000 of Ms Hulse’s and Mrs 

Thompsons laughs, and achieved 1 sore voice from shouting.  At the end of the evening we closed 

to an amazing audience and an outtakes video of our whole process, which brought back all the 

memories and reminded us why we love doing theatre. 

Charlie Herd 9Y 

 

History 

Mock Trial Success 

Following their phenomenal win in the national Mock Trial competition last academic year, a 

team featuring some fresh faces has been back in action this year.  

 

In March, not one but two teams entered into the local heat – the first time we have done this at 

Ranelagh.  It was hugely rewarding to see more students benefit from the confidence and skill set 

that the Mock Trial competition provides.  In the local heat, team two came a very respectable 4th 

place; with team one taking the top spot and gaining a place in the regional final.   

 

The regional final on Saturday 18th May saw teams from across Berkshire and Oxfordshire 

compete for two spots in the national final which takes place at the impressive Royal Courts of 

Justice in London this year.  Team one have been busy learning and practising a new case, this 

time thrashing out the issue of whether Charlie Smith (played by Eve Lester) was guilty of 

assaulting a taxi driver (played by Lydia Burch).  This was a really challenging case, with the team 

having to learn some complicated legal terms and ask the right questions to prove their 

argument.  They did this spectacularly well, however, not only winning both their rounds but also 

taking 1st place in the overall completion. 

 



The team will next be in action at the Old Bailey on Saturday 15th June – good luck all! 

 

Maths/Science 

3M Young Innovators Challenge 2019 

This new secondary challenge enables students to solve a problem faced by communities in Nepal 

who grow produce (including tomatoes) on high mountain terrain. They need to transport it, 

without damage, to a market below; however, carrying produce down the mountain can be a 

long and difficult journey. The challenge is for students to design a model/system that can move 

this ‘fragile freight’ down the mountain in a safe and controlled way without damage. The 

Challenge supports STEM learning about forces, gravity, gradients, material properties and 

structures. 

Three teams were entered into the challenge: ‘Falling 4 Nepal’ whose team members are Caitlyn 
Street (8W) and Alex Gulliver (8W), ‘Tri Guys’, Ben Smith (8V), Ethan Nestle-Fox (8V) and Stephen 
Holbrough (8V) and ‘Automatoes’.  The judges were very impressed with all our teams and have 
shortlisted ‘Falling 4 Nepal’ and ‘Tri Guys’ for a place in the final. 
 
‘Automatoes’ just missed out on being shortlisted, but were praised by the judges for their 
engaging presentation.  The students in the team ‘Automatoes’ were: Matthew Hudson (7Y), 
Abeena Offeh (7Y), Luke Whyman (7Y), Ashley Smith (7V) and Charlie Vaughan (7Y). 
 
Congratulations to all who took part! 
 
Siemens Healthiners Challenge 2019 
This secondary Challenge presents students with a health based project, linking ICT with Science 
and healthcare, focusing on 21st century issues and development.  A group of four year 8 students 
produced a health assistant for a partially sighted and deaf patient the same age as themselves.  
The project linked a Raspberry Pi computer to sensors and displays on a teddy bear ‘Teddy-pi’.  
For the duration of the project, the group were mentored by a Siemens health engineer, who 
visited the school for one evening each week for ten weeks. 
 
The group were invited to the Faraday event at Siemens HQ in Frimley, where they presented 
their idea to two groups of judges to demonstrate the product in detail.   
 
Fortunately, ‘Teddy-pi’ performed admirably and to our amazement out of a group of ten local 
schools we won the competition,.  The group all received a prize of a ‘Fit-bit’ and also numerous 
goodies. 
 
Congratulations to our winning team!  Ethan Nestle-Fox (8V), Steven Holborough (8V), Tilly 
Connolly (8V) and Zoe Harris (8U). 
 
RE 

Prayer Space 
In the final week of the Spring Term, a team of external volunteers from local churches, worked 
together to create the prayer space located in Beacon room B.  The prayer space gave students 
the opportunity to take time out of their busy school days, and to reflect or pray through a variety 
of activities that were available. 



 
The prayer space had three 
aims for students.  These 
were: for students to learn 
that prayer is interactive and 
creative through the activities 
provided; for students to 
reflect on the Easter story as a 
central topic and finally, to 
offer students an opportunity 
to seek, listen and understand 
the word of God and the hope 
he offers us.  To ensure these 
aims were fulfilled, a schedule 
was used as guidance for each 
session, with key topics such 

as: the Easter story, Climate change, Refugees and God’s word, each being used as a central focus 
for prayer and reflection.  The layout of the space included various stations.  There were 
activities, such as writing on lolly sticks what students wished God to help them with, apologising 
and receiving forgiveness whilst colouring a sugar cube and then watching it dissolve in water.  A 
popular activity was using scratch art paper, where students could be reminded of the hope they 
have in Jesus, whilst scratching away at dark cards to reveal bright, multicolours.  
 
Alongside students being free to visit the prayer space in their breaks and lunches, those in years 
7 and 8 were also given the opportunity to visit, for thirty minutes, in their RE and Geography 
lessons, and members of Christian Union spent their last session before the Easter holidays, 
exploring what was on offer.  There was lots of positive feedback from students; one Year 8 
student said “the prayer space was very relaxing and spiritual, giving me the opportunity to 
reflect”.  
 
Our thanks to all of those who gave so generously of their time to set up and coordinate this 
lovely space in the heart of our school. 
 
 
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available during of the Summer term: 
 

Department Activity Year Group Day / Time Location 

English Creative Writing Club Year 7,8 & 9 Wednesday 
11.10 – 11.30am 

Library 

English Book Club Year 7 Friday (week 2) 
11.10 – 11.30am 

Library 

DofE Bronze qualifying 
expedition 

Year 10 Sunday 1st July - 
Monday 2nd July 

New 
Forest 

ICT/Computer 
Science 

Computing & Cyber 
Security Club 

Year 
8,9,10,11 & 
12 

Wednesday 
12.45 – 1.25pm 

C67 

SEN Photography By invitation 
only 

Thursday  
12.30 – 1.30pm 

O1 



 

 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

 

School opening times  

The School Office will be closed over the May half term break. 

STAFFING 

This half term we say goodbye to staff who are moving on to pastures new. We would like to 

thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in support of students and staff. 

We wish them well as they leave us;  Christelle Macbeth, SEN Administrative Assistant.  Annabelle 

Hawkes, Teacher of English. 

New Staff 

We welcome Hilary Carless, as a permanent member of the team in her role as SEN 

Administrative Assistant. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1).  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 27 (bank holiday) 

 – Friday 31 May 

Half term 

Monday 3 June  Year 7 Geography fieldwork this week 

Year 9 exams begin 

Tuesday 4 June Year 12 Geography trip 

Wednesday 5 June  Year 12 UCAS morning 

ESSA Athletics Cup, Basingstoke 

Thursday 6 June Year 7 District Althetics 

Sunday 9 June Year 9 Personal Challenge depart for Rhos 

Monday 10 June Year 9 Personal Challenge depart for Dolygaer 

Friday 14 June Year 9 Rhos and Dolygaer return 



Final GCSE exam 

Saturday 15 June National Mock Trial Finals, London 

Monday 17 June  Year 10 Geography to Dinton Pastures this week 

Year 12/13 Exploring Maths at Royal Holloway TBC 

Wednesday 19 June Year 11 book returns 

Final A Level exam 

Thursday 20 June Year 13 book returns 

Friday 21 June Year 13 Leavers’ Social 7.30pm – 11.30pm  

(Coppid Beech Hotel) 

Monday 24 June Year 12 Induction 

HPV 1 for Year 8 and HPV 2 for Year 9 (girls only) 

Tuesday 25 June Year 12 Induction 

New intake parents’ information evening & Second Hand 

Uniform Sale 6.30pm – 8.00pm 

Year 8 to Barton on Sea – U,V,X 

Wednesday 26 June Year 8 Geography to Barton-on-sea – W,Y,Z 

Lower school play 7pm 

Thursday 27 June  

Tuesday 2 July Year 10 Art GCSE critical studies trip 

Wednesday 3 July New Intake day 1 

Thursday  4 July New intake day 2 

Friday 5 July Sports Day 

Saturday 6 July Founder’s Day Communion – 11.00am 

Founder’s Day Festival – 12noon – 3.00pm 

Second hand uniform sale 

Monday 8 July Professional Training Day 

Year 12 Biology fieldwork day – Amersham field centre 

Tuesday 9 July Year 12 Biology fieldwork day – Amersham field centre 

Rehearsal Music Summer Serenade 



Wednesday 10 July Music Summer Serenade 7pm 

Saturday 14 – Sunday 15 July Year 8 Food Technology weekend visit to France (invitation 

only) 

Monday 15 July Sports Awards evening 2018/2019 

Tuesday 23 July End of Summer Term 

Wednesday 24 July – 31 August Summer holidays 

Monday 2 & Tuesday 3 

September 

Professional Training day 

Wednesday 4 September Students return - Years 7 and 12 

Thursday 5 September All students return 

 

And finally… 

My thanks to all those who planned and participated in this week’s Holy Communion Service in 

the school hall.  It is some time since we have enjoyed a full-school service on site, and it was a 

great success.  Our Soul Band provided some fantastic music and the more contemporary feel of 

the service was very lively and engaging.  It made a great start to our day. 

Yours sincerely 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 

 



Appendix 1 

Ranelagh PTA 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a busy term with our 80’s Tribute night and Year 7 Spring Disco. Both adults and 
students enjoyed great evenings of dancing and having fun with new and old friends - thank you to 
those parents who helped put these evenings together; we had so many offers of help for the disco 
and hopefully you will join us at another event. 
 
Following these events and a boost from other fundraising channels such as easyfundraising we have 
been able to increase our donation to the school for the refurbishment of the toilets to an amazing 

£60K! Thanks for all your help with this.  We understand works will start over the summer holiday 
and is likely to be done in a phased approach. We'll share more details when available. 
 

What is coming up 
 
Founders Day Saturday 6th July 12-3 - come along for our end of term get together - join us for a 
Pimms, BBQ or afternoon tea and enjoy shopping at our market square and visiting departmental 
activities.  We will be making an appeal for donations for Founders Day stalls after half term and any 
support you can give is gratefully appreciated. In the meantime: 
 

 If anyone would like a stall to trade in our Market square at Founders Day please contact us 
at pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. 

 If anyone has a gazebo we can borrow for the market square at Founders Day please let us 
know at pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. 

 Raffle tickets for Founders Day will come home with your youngest child. Please try to sell as 
many as you can and we have spares in the office should you need them. We ask you to 
return any unsold tickets due to Gambling laws - we have to log the ticket numbers sold and 
returned so your cooperation is appreciated. 

 
If you have any suggestions for events please contact pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk we are 
always looking for new ideas. 
 

On a final note  
 

GDPR - To enable the PTA to continue running events like Founders Day, Year 7 Disco, Quiz night, 
Tribute Nights and Christmas Fair we need your help to ensure we are compliant with Data 
Protection Laws.  It is important that we can run these events and without your support and help 
we would not be able to raise funds for our School. For children in years 7 and 8 it is important that 
we have consent from parents to contact them via their child if you ensure you give us 
authorisation online or complete a paper form when we send them out. 

 
Hope you all have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing many of you at 
Founders Day. 

Ranelagh PTA 
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