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Chair’s report 2018 

This year, as we have celebrated 70 years of the Friends of Ranelagh, we have also faced many challenges 
including difficulties with trying to move to online donations, the implementation of GDPR and falling numbers of 
donors. Nevertheless, despite a fall in the number of donors, many parents and other supporters continue to 
give generously to the Friends so that we have actually seen a small rise in income. This year donations have 
totalled £ 70,000 with a further £ 16,000 being reclaimed via Gift Aid.  The contributions that the Friends are able 
to give to the school continue to be incredibly important. This year the Friends have given the school £125,000. 
This has been in the continued support of the IT infrastructure upgrade as well as the refurbishment of C57 and 
the sixth form study area, including the provision of 20 new computers. 

I would like to thank all our donors who have made these projects possible. In increasingly difficult economic 
times, people continue to amaze us with their generosity. Hopefully this year more people will consider joining 
us in providing this vital support of the school which makes such a positive impact on the lives of Ranelagh’s 
students. I hope that in the coming year the Friends will be able to work with the school to fulfil the students’ 
request to improve the toilet facilities in the old building. 

I would also like to thank my fellow trustees, Mrs Stevens and members of the school finance and admin team as 
well as our donations secretary Dawn Pritchard for their continuing support and hard work. I would especially 
like to thank Dawn for all her work on GDPR. Without the time they give to the Friends we would not be able to 
support the school in the way we do. 

After 10 years of membership of the Friends, including several as the chair of its trustees, I am sad to say that I 
will be stepping down as chair. I will continue as a member of the Friends and hope that some new parents will 
come forward to join the Friends as trustees since several of us have children who are nearing the end of their 
time at Ranelagh. As most of our donors are parents I feel it only right that the decisions about the spending of 
our funds should be made in collaboration with current parents, so please do get in touch if you feel you might 
be able to fill this valuable role. 

Louise Hodkinson 

How to donate 

If you are not already a donor, please consider making a regular payment to the Friends via BTmydonate or by 
using a donation form (which you can download from the Friends section of the school website) to set up a 
standing order. This helps us to forecast our income and plan which projects we will be able to support.  
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Getting in touch with the Friends of Ranelagh? 

If you would like to get in touch with the Friends, you can contact us through the Friends of Ranelagh section of 
the school website or by emailing fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. You can find out more about 
the Friends by looking on the Charity Commission website www.charity-commission.gov.uk 

 

 

As Acting Chair, I would like to thank Louise Hodkinson on behalf of myself, fellow trustees, Mrs Stevens and the 
school for her tireless work for the Friends of Ranelagh.  Her contribution to the running of the charity has been 
invaluable. 

Rather than repeat what Louise has already said about what our donations have paid for this year, I would like to 
reiterate her request to you, that if you aren’t already donating, to please, please consider doing so.  As Mrs 
Stevens mentioned during her speech at the new parents evening last month, the school has over £!.4m LESS in its 
budget this year, so any amount that you can give would be spent wisely.  Additionally, if you are able to add Gift 
Aid to your donations, that would marvellous. A regular donation would help enormously to projecting figures for 
future projects, but we understand that this isn’t always possible and the school is honestly grateful for everything 
given. 

Looking forward to the new school year, we are hoping to be able to contribute to the much needed 
refurbishment of some of the toilet facilities around school. It says something when the students put a case to the 
Friends to ask for our help in this matter and we would like to be able to get them what they need – and hopefully 
with your help we will.  

For more information on who we are, how we work and what we donate, please visit our website. 

I hope you all have a very pleasant summer break. 

Joanne Clow 


