
 

 

 

 

23rd July 2019  

 

Dear Parents 

Gone are the days when the second half of the summer term was an opportunity to adopt a more 

leisurely pace in schools.  With their final examinations behind them, students in year 11 and 13 

may have turned their thoughts to the holidays, but for those in all other years, life in school 

throughout June and July has been full and busy.  At risk of missing something out, I would like to 

mention four recent highlights. 

First among these was our annual Sports Day on Friday 5th July.  Not only were we blessed with 

fabulous weather, but the atmosphere amongst both the participants and the spectators was 

terrific.  At least two school records were broken, George Thomas (8Z), broke his own 1,000 

meter record with a time of 3 minutes 04 seconds, while Jasmin Nightingale ran 100 meters in 

just 12.93s.  For the first time many of those watching were sporting house colour bandanas, sold 

in aid of our school charities.  It was a genuine celebration of sport and sportsmanship.  I loved it! 

Less than a week later members of the PE department were in action again, this time 

orchestrating Ranelagh’s third annual Sports Awards evening.  There was an opportunity to 

celebrate the achievements of students across the year culminating in the presentation of awards 

to Junior, Intermediate and Senior Sports Personalities of the Year.  The results were as follows: 

Junior Girl, Alex Gulliver (8W); Junior Boy, Harry Cuthbert (8U); Intermediate Girl, Lucie Harvey 

(9W); Intermediate Boy, Harris Doran (9V); Senior Girl, Eleanor Anderson and, for the second year 

running, Senior Boy, Dan Ames (11V).  As if that wasn’t exciting enough, during the interval a 

fantastic array of refreshments was served in the gym where parents, students and staff enjoyed 

mulling over the various sporting successes. 

Sandwiched between these two events was this year’s Founder’s Day Festival, which began with a 

particularly special Holy Communion service during which former Deputy Headteacher, Mr John 

Griffin and parent of four former Ranelagh students, Rev Virginia Clements spoke with respect 

and affection about the late Richard Allen who was headteacher at the school from 1971 to 1993.  

This was also the occasion on which we launched our plans to install a stained glass window at 

the front of the school in celebration of Richard Allen’s legacy and what he called “the Ranelagh 

factor”.  The service was followed by an opportunity for ex-students and staff to reminisce whilst 

looking at material from our archive and to enjoy the fantastic work of Ranelagh’s current 

students, staff and PTA.  In all, the Festival raised in the region of £3,000 and, as always, I am 

enormously grateful to members of the PTA for their hard work and fantastic support.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Finally, in terms of highlights, the visit from the Bishop of Oxford and the Archdeacon of 

Berkshire, proved a wonderful conclusion to the academic year.  Their Q and A session with 

students was a great success; unlike some of the public debate we have all been witness to in 

recent times, Bishop Steven and Archdeacon Olivia gave measured, wise and thoughtful 

responses to the questions which were asked of them.  The conversations they had with students 

following the more formal part of the proceedings were also enormously well received.  Having 

made the exciting announcement about the Archdeacon’s appointment as the new Bishop of 

Reading, they left us feeling heartened and optimistic. 

 

If you would like to see a short film featuring the visit, please use the link below. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Pf2QtRbk5U&list=PLCZA51diSEsWmHhSGGuu5HnsqmciLR7n2

&index=3&t=0s 

 

HOUSE NEWS  

In this morning’s full school assembly we have been delighted to announce this year’s overall 

winners of the Barnett House Cup competition.  The ribbon on the trophy for the next twelve 

months will be red! The points accrued by each of the four Houses were as follows: 

Braybrook Cleave Waterson Winrow 

 
11071 

 
11898 

 
13164 

 
12254 

 

Congratulations to all of those in Waterson House and best foot forward to those in Braybrook, 

Cleave and Winrow; there is everything to play for in the new academic year. 

School attendance 

 

This year the following students achieved were awarded framed certificates in recognition of the 

fact that they achieved 100% attendance through their school career: Stanley Bell (11W),  Joshua 

Ede (11U), Roisin Fallon (11U) and Bradley Herrington (11W). 

 

This is a phenomenal achievement, worthy of celebration. 

 

The following students achieved between 99.5-99.9%: 

Hannah Eriksson  (11X) and Edward Hardy (11W).  They, too, deserve congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Pf2QtRbk5U&list=PLCZA51diSEsWmHhSGGuu5HnsqmciLR7n2&index=3&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Pf2QtRbk5U&list=PLCZA51diSEsWmHhSGGuu5HnsqmciLR7n2&index=3&t=0s


DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Art 

Sculpture 

We are delighted to introduce the arrival of a new piece 

of artwork at Ranelagh School.  The sculpture, ‘Girl 

Reading’ was designed and created by a sculptor 

Christine Charlesworth.  Christine specialises in 

figurative and portrait sculpture.  The sculpture, cast in 

bronze, is located by the bench in front of the main 

school entrance and has been commissioned by the Art 

department through our ‘Art to Industry’ initiative.  The 

initiative, where A-Level artwork is loaned to local 

companies, provides a wonderful opportunity for the 

students’ amazing artwork to be shared with the wider 

community and as a result we are able to enrich the 

artistic culture of the 

school. 

 

Many thanks to Emily 

Miles (8U) and Pippa Parmar (9V) for winning the Ascot Art 

competition.  In addition to the prizes they individually won, 

they also won £1,00 for the Art Department to spend on 

something ‘artistically significant’. The winning money has been 

a wonderful contribution to the beautiful sculpture. 

 

 

 

 

Business 

 

Insight Into Business 

On the 17th July, year 10 students were given their first taste of 
what like to be in the market for a job.  This year saw a new 
format to the ‘Insight into Business’ day, where students were 
asked to dress for the occasion and play the part of an eager 
interviewee.  Not only this but the day saw the generosity of 16 
guest business people, volunteering their time and sharing with 
the students their expertise.  In the morning the students were 
put through their paces as they took on the challenge of 
impressing at a group interview.  They had to show their ability to 
listen and respond, sharing their bests qualities to their 
“potential” employers by giving succinct and thoughtful 
responses.  They then got the opportunity to interview their 
guests about their jobs, and find out what it take to be an app 
designer, to a policer officer, to a self-employed lawyer.  The 

students benefitted greatly from this morning but then it was their turn to step up. 
  



In the afternoon, students were given a proposal, in groups they had to take an unknown 
product, and in an hour and a half, design the product, and market it for a target 
audience.  (something we have all seen many adults struggle with on tv).  The students rose to 
the challenge, working collaboratively and creatively to exceed the expectations had of 
them.  Finally, the students presented to a panel of senior staff and guests, all of whom were 
impressed by the skill and finesse the students showed after such a short amount of time.  An 
invaluable occasion for all, and an excellent opportunity before their work experience in 
November. 
 

Economics 

Former student speaks to Economists 

On Friday 7th June, Russell Brain, an 

ex-Ranelagh student who left in 2003, 

came into school to give talks to year 

10 and 12 economics classes. Russell 

began by introducing himself, and 

speaking about his passions for golf 

and cricket. Russell is an Associate 

Director at Lloyds Bank, working in the 

commercial sector of the business in 

London. He spoke briefly about his job and then focussed his talk on the financial sector, the 

study of which is a key part of both the GCSE and A Level specifications.  He gave the classes 

insightful and relevant information about areas such as forward markets and ring fencing. He was 

a captivating and lively speaker, who involved the whole class during discussions. We would like 

to thank him for visiting and thank Mrs Hartley for organising his day at Ranelagh. 

 

English 

 

Literacy 

Ranelagh staff and students celebrated National Writing 
Day on Wednesday 26th June 2019, by spending seven 
minutes "free writing" on the theme of "in this 
place".  There were some very creative, thought provoking 
and interesting pieces of work produced. 

 

The writing can be seen at   https://padlet.com/Ranelagh/xbwb4xntu7p8 and is well worth a 
read! 

History 

Mock Trial 
 
Following a brilliant performance to students and parents at the Founders' Day Festival on 
Saturday 6th July, the Mock Trial team assembled for the last time this year at Reading Crown 
Court on Thursday 12th July.  The team recently achieved the incredible feat of becoming 

https://padlet.com/Ranelagh/xbwb4xntu7p8


National Champions, beating over 300 other schools, for the second year running and were 
invited to the Court as a special 'well done'. 
 
On arrival, the team took their seats in what is now a very familiar courtroom and awaited the 
arrival of Her Honour, Judge Morris.  We were surprised to be greeted by all six Crown Court 
judges in their full robes and wigs which was a huge honour.  We were also joined by the High 
Sheriff of Berkshire who helped present certificates and trophies to the team.  
 
The high point from the team's perspective came next - tea in the Judges’ dining room!  The team 
had their fill of cakes and lemonade and had the opportunity to ask questions and talk with the 
judges and High Sheriff in a more informal setting.  This was a special opportunity and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.  We wish to extend our sincere thanks to HH Judge Morris and all the staff at 
Reading Crown Court for making this possible.  
 
Maths 
3M Competition 
 
On the 1st May, three teams from Ranelagh went to 3M in 

Bracknell with their projects to enter the Fragile Freight 

Competition. Our team consisted of Abenaa Offeh (7Y), Ashley 

Smith (7V), Charlie Vaughan (7Y), Luke Whyman (7Y) and 

Matthew Hutson (7Y).  We had spent months constructing a 

model, which would simulate how to deliver tomatoes safely from 

the top of a mountain in Nepal to the bottom.  It was a fun project 

right from the beginning.  

We had to design and create prototypes.  We built a scaled-down 

model demonstrating ways to get these tomatoes to the bottom 

of a mountain, using the precise instructions provided by 

3M.  

As a team, we met every Friday during our STEM club to 

come up with ideas, which would form our tower, and 

we then  built it. Once we had constructed our tower, we 

had fun testing it and improving it.  We then had to put 

together a presentation and submit it to the competition 

organisers.  We were lucky to be shortlisted along with 

two other teams from Ranelagh to take our models and 

present them to a panel at 3M.  

On the day, it was nerve wracking, as none of us had 

ever done this before.  We went into a special room with 

our model, our posters and did a power point presentation and a speech.  It turned out to be a 

fun event.  During our time working together we learnt a lot about how to work as a team. We 

would like to thank Mr & Mrs Cunningham and Harry Howell in Year 13 who helped us with this 

project, we can’t wait to try again next year! 

By Matthew Hutson and the Automatoes! 

 

 



Music 

Ranelagh Musician of the Year 

Thursday 11th July saw the inaugural Ranelagh Musician of the Year competition take place in the 

school hall.  This competition has been designed to showcase some of the very best musical 

talent Ranelagh has to offer.  In reaching the final, competitors had already participated in two 

initial rounds of auditions and had been quizzed by the music staff about their knowledge of their 

piece and ways in which they contribute to the extra-curricular life of the department.  As a result 

of getting to the grand final of the competition, the finalists all received bursaries from the Steer 

Scholarship fund.  

 

Judging the competition this year was Berkshire Maestros’ Sean Law, Ranelagh alumni Hannah 

Harding and ex- Curriculum Leader for Music at Ranelagh, Mr Stephen Scotchmer.  The students 

competing in the final this year were: Strings – Jacob Merchant (10U); Woodwind – Hannah 

Bennett (10Y); Piano – Freya Martinez (10W); Percussion – Annabel Hatten (9X); Brass – Nicholas 

Godfrey (11Y); Guitar – Marek Nahajski (10U); Voice – Louis Hayes (11Y). Whilst the judges were 

deciding on their final verdict, the audience were entertained by the Soul Band, Woodwind 

Ensemble and the students who performed recently at the Wellington Festival of Education.  

 

Our ‘Rising Young Musician’ prize was awarded to Claudia Smith (8Z) and, after much 

deliberation, the overall winner and inaugural Ranelagh Musician of the Year was Louis Hayes.  

Congratulations to every student who took part in the competition this year; I hope to see you 

auditioning again in 2020! 

 

Musical items in Assembly  

On Friday mornings, in addition to our reflections upon our chosen theme, of Living Your Best 

Life, our school assemblies this term have featured musical items from students.  Our thanks go 

to Jacob Merchant(10U) who performed Tonight by Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim 

and Isabella Myers (10Y) who performed If I Loved You by Rodgers and Hammerstein. 

Ranelagh Gardening Club 

Ranelagh Gardening Club has had a successful year of growing flowers, herbs and vegetables for 

everyone to enjoy.  Most of these have been grown from seed, as we have a big greenhouse on 

the top floor of the school.  There is also a lovely rooftop patio full of the plants we have grown. 

 

We have had great fun planting the seeds and watching them grow. To water the plants we 

collect rainwater in a water butt.  We have geraniums, spider flowers, cosmos and sunflowers, as 

well as tomatoes, courgettes, aubergines and beetroot.  Our sweet peas have been amazing this 

year and our rhubarb, strawberries and gooseberries are doing well on the patio.  In addition, we 

have wonderful smelling basil, mint, parsley, chives and rosemary some of which has been 

planted in the school garden and some we have taken home!  

  

All of us enjoy learning about different plants and what soil they need.  The cacti and succulents 

thrive in the greenhouse and like our mix of sand, grit and soil.  This gives them good drainage. 

Plants grown by the club were sold at the Founder’s day celebration, to raise funds for a bench 

and large wooden planters for the blue garden in the school playground. 

 

Everyone is welcome to join the gardening club; it is held on Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes.  

Mrs. Wride and Mrs. Winter run the club and always welcome new members.  Come and make 



new friends, get out in the fresh air, and sometimes we even get to take a plant (or two or three) 

home!!! 

 

You will soon have green fingers… 

Stephen Holbrough (8V), Ethan Nestle-Fox (8V), Georgina Osbourne (8V), Abenaa Offeh (7Y), 

Matthew Hutson (7Y), Luke Whyman (7Y), Ranelagh gardening club members.  

 

 

SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 

12D Pilgrim Hearts Community Project 

During the summer term, Mrs Hartley challenged our form, 12D, to undertake a volunteering 

project in our community. With help from Katie Hall, the ‘Pilgrim Hearts’ scheme was chosen, 

which is a local charity dedicated to helping local homeless people in need of food and shelter. 

We agreed to plan, organise and run the evening drop-in at St Mark’s Church, Binfield, on 2nd July 

2019.  

 

For the main meal, Lexie Margetts’ “10 out of 

10” shepherd’s pie was said to be the “best one 

I’ve ever eaten” by one guest and was 

accompanied by the choice of Mrs Hartley’s 

“delicious” chicken curry.  Dessert, an apple 

crumble, was cooked by Olivia Thomas and 

Darcey Young, supplemented by Katie Hall’s 

cupcakes. The meal was accompanied by fresh 

vegetables, home-made bread and butter, and 

naan bread and poppadoms, all supplied by the 

other members of the form. 

On arrival, we set out and laid the tables ready for the 

meal and waited for the guests to arrive. Whilst the meal 

was warming up, we played some competitive games of 

table tennis, table football, and pool with some of the 

guests - particularly well-played by Chris Emes and Andre 

Williams. There was also an opportunity for a hair wash 

and cut by a local volunteer hairdresser for those that 

wished. The guests were very friendly and happy to talk 

with us about their personal stories and play the games 

with us.  

 

We split into two shifts to serve the main and then the 

dessert while the other half socialised before swapping 

over. There was plenty of food to go around and it was 

greatly enjoyed by all, with every guest having ‘seconds’ 

and taking a doggy bag away with them for the 

following day. The organisers did point out that 

although there were only seven visitors that evening, in 

the winter they have significantly more as there is a 

greater calorific requirement in the cold. Before leaving, 

we washed up and cleared away and said our goodbyes, hopeful to return again. 



 

Overall, we believe this to have been a very worthwhile undertaking and 

are happy that we could help the generous volunteers of Pilgrim Hearts 

who offer this service to the homeless all year round. It is hoped that we 

will be able to cover another shift preparing and serving food later in the 

year when they are at their 

busiest. As a class we were 

significantly humbled after 

spending time at the drop-in.  We 

have learned a great deal about 

people in our community and it has given us a new 

perspective on the importance of things within our own 

lives.   

 

Victoria Jacques, on behalf of 12D. 

 

Year 12 Donate to Bracknell Foodbank 

After hearing the urgent call for donations from 

Bracknell Food Bank, Year 12 took into consideration 

last week’s assembly themes of ‘being generous’ and 

‘giving to others’ and set up a box of donations to be 

delivered to the Kerith Centre on Friday 12th July.  A 

list of items which Bracknell Foodbank requested, was 

put up in every form room and students contributed 

tinned fish, beans, biscuits and also essential hygiene 

products such as shower gel and toilet roll. As many of 

us were beginning to get excited about our holiday 

plans, we were saddened by the thought of those in 

our local area struggling to provide a basic meal, whilst 

usually being dependent on the free school meal. Year 

12 students were extremely generous, enabling Mrs 

Hartley, Lexie Margetts, Jemima Denton and Rebekah 

Patterson, to take an overflowing box full of a range of 

food and toiletries, to the food bank; which can be seen in the photo below. 

The donation has inspired many students to think about ways in which we can help in our local 

community, making a positive impact. 

Rebekah Patterson 12B 

 

Hope for Justice 

One of our chosen charities this year was Hope for Justice.  Its ambition is to end to modern 

slavery by preventing exploitation, rescuing victims, restoring lives and reforming society. 

We have received a lovely letter thanking us for our donation in May of £500.  In total students 

raised £1,000 for Pilgrim Hearts, £700 for Hope for Justice and £900 for the Children’s Society.  A 

further £1,100 was raised in support of Children in Need, £700 for Comic Relief and £120 for 

Toilet Twinning. 



 

STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 

All England Dance Competition 

Congratulations to Morgan Philips (7Y) came first in her Modern solo 

dance for 11-12 year olds at the All England Dance Competition, which 

was held between 25th May to 2nd June 2019.  This is a particularly 

impressive achievement since she was only able to dance her routine once 

at completions before breaking her foot!  

Morgan will now compete at the National All England finals in August – we 

wish her every success. 

 

Dance World cup 

Ada Thorne (7X) and Morgan Phillips (7Y) along with their 
dance team took part in the Dance World Cup, held in 
Portugal at the beginning of July.  This was an incredible 
world-class event where over 20,000 competitors all 
aged between 4 to 18 years came from over 62 countries 
around the world to compete.  They achieved 2 gold 
medals for Team England at the Dance World Cup for 
their jazz and tap groups, and went on to win the World 
Cup!    
 
Well done to both girls on such a fantastic achievement. 

 

NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

Congratulations to former students from Ranelagh: Megan Dineen, has successfully graduated 

with a BA Primary Education degree with Qualified Teacher Status at St Mary’s University. Megan 

was at Ranelagh from September 2009 to July 2016. 

Megan Lloyd-Jenkins has graduated from Swansea University with a first in Economics; she also 
won the award for the highest graduating result.  Megan was at Ranelagh from September 2008 
to July 2015. 
 

STAFFING  

Farewells 

This term we say goodbye to a number of staff who are moving on to pastures new. We would 

like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed in the classroom and 

beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us: Natasha Bermejo, Curriculum Leader for MFL; 

Konstantina Fotopoulou, Teacher of Biology; Elisa Girle, Teacher of English; Diana Hartley, Subject 

Leader for Economics; Annabelle Hawkes, Teacher of English; Emily Maughan, Cover Supervisor; 

Alice Pearson, Teacher of PE and Neil Seavers, Teacher of Maths.  

 



New Staff 

We also look forward to welcoming the following new colleagues to Ranelagh in September:  

Stuart Campbell, Teacher of PE; Jodi Cooze, Teacher of English; Elizabeth Delanhunty, Teacher of Spanish 

with French; Nick Hall, Cover Supervisor; Louise Branigan, Finance Assistant. 

 

We have also recruited to a number of internal posts.  Congratulations the following colleagues: 

Stefania Scanu, Curriculum Leader for Modern Foreign Languages; Mary Sweeney, Head of Sixth form.  

 

GOVERNORS 

Please see attached letter from our Chair of Governors, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 1) 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 2) 

PTA – Please find the PTA News and updates (Appendix 3) 

Harrison’s Catering – please see attached flyer (Appendix 4) for details of our new catering team. 
 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

 

Holiday Cover 

The School Office is closed from Wednesday 24th July until Wednesday 4th September 2019. 

Contact details 

In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, may we remind you to please ensure that 

the school is informed of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

Equipment for lessons 

In preparation for the new school year, please take time to ensure that your child is fully 

equipped for all lessons.  Students learn best when they are ready to learn and benefit 

enormously from taking responsibility for preparing themselves well for school.  

Please ensure that, if your child is having a science lesson, they come prepared with a lab coat for 

practical activities. 

General reminders 

The summer holiday is a great time to check your child’s PE kit and get organised for the new 

term.  A lot of students have been borrowing kit recently, so please take some time to check that 

all kit is complete.  A reminder that for the winter season, students will need the items listed 

below.  If you are updating kit, please purchase the “new” style kit available from Stevensons in 

Reading. 

 

 



Boys’ kit Girls’ kit 

Ranelagh PE polo shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts  
Navy rugby shorts  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
School rugby/hockey socks  
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for football/hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks 
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Ranelagh PE Polo Shirt  
Ranelagh PE Navy Shorts or Ranelagh PE 
Navy Skirt  
School rugby/hockey socks  
Rugby or football boots (moulded sole for 
3G surface, no metallic studs) 
Mouth guard 
Shin pads for hockey 
Towel 
White trainers and white socks  
Optional: Navy Ranelagh PE midlayer, navy 
jogging bottoms 

Please ensure that all kit is named so that it can be returned if lost.  All kit should also have 

embroidered initials on the right hand side (navy lettering on white shirts, white or gold lettering 

on navy kit). 

All kit should be placed into a suitable, named PE bag, and stored in the student’s own locker 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

Monday 2 September Professional Training Day 

Tuesday 3 September Professional Training Day  

Wednesday 4 September Start of Term Year 7 Induction and Year 12 enrolment only 

Thursday 5 September Start of Student Term (all years) 

Tuesday 10 September Photographs Year 7, 10, 12 new starters and staff 

Wednesday 11 September Year 11 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Monday 16 September PTA AGM 6.30pm 

Tuesday 17 September Year 10 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Year 11 Geography Fieldwork to Dinton Pastures 

Thursday 19 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Monday 23 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Tuesday 24 September Year 13 Oxbridge interviews workshop 

Wednesday 25 September Year 12 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 26 September Year 10,12 and 13 Cinema trip to Bracknell - pm 

Saturday 28th /Sunday 29th   

September 

Wilderness Expertise UK1 Training weekend at Ranelagh 

 

Tuesday 1 October Winter Uniform 



Duke of Edinburgh, Presentation evening 6.00pm – 7.45pm 

Wednesday 2 October Year 9 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 3 October Year 11 and 12 Theatre trip to Southampton - pm 

Friday 4 October  Year 7 Holy Communion – 2.15pm 

Monday 7 October Prayer Group – 7.30pm (Library) 

Tuesday 8 October Year 7 trip to Oakwood 

Year 7 parents’ information evening/Autumn Buffet and Second Hand 

Uniform Sale 6.30pm 

Wednesday 9 October Year 7 trip to Oakwood 

Years 7 and 13 Queen Anne’s Netball tournament 

Thursday 10 October Year 7 trip to Oakwood 

Saturday 12 and Sunday 

13 October  

Wilderness Expertise UK1 (Team 2) Training weekend at Ranelagh School 

Monday 14 October Year 8 Rugby Tournament at Reading Blue Coat 

Tuesday 15 October Year 9 Geography trip to Kew Gardens (9U/9V/9W) 

Wednesday 16 October Year 9 Geography trip to Kew Gardens (9X/9Y/9Z) 

Berkshire Cross Country 

Saturday 19 October County Netball tournament 

Tuesday 22 October Year 8 parents’ evening 5.00pm – 8.00pm 

Friday 25 October Year 12 revue rehearsal – pm Hall  

Monday 28 October to 

Friday 1 November 

Half term 

 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2019-20 

Autumn Term 2019 

Professional Training Days Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Start of Term   Wednesday 4th September 2019 - Years 7 & 12 return 

    Thursday 5th September 2019 - Full school returns 

Half Term   Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November 2019 

End of Term   Thursday 19th December 2019 

Spring Term 2020 

Start of Term   Monday 6th January 2020 

Half Term   Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February 2020 

End of Term   Thursday 2nd April 2020 

Professional Training Day Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

Summer Term 2020 

Start of Term   Monday 20th April 2020 



Half Term   Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2020 

End of Term   Friday 17th July 2020 

Professional Training Days Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2020 

 

And Finally… 

 

In the new academic year, students in our recently formed Sustainability Task Force are keen to 

make a genuine contribution to the campaign to eliminate single-use plastics.  On their behalf can 

I ask you to save all discarded plastic shampoo and shower gel bottles etc, together with used 

toothpaste tubes and toothbrushes.  In September, there will be a collection point in school 

which will allow us to recycle these items responsibly.  Please keep an eye on the website for 

further details at the start of the new term.  

Now all that remains is for me to thank you for your continued support and to wish you every 

blessing for the summer break.  Whatever your plans, I hope you can find the opportunity for 

well-earned rest and rejuvenation.   

    

Yours sincerely 

 

   

Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We are once again approaching the end of another busy, challenging and enriching school year, my 

first year as Chair of Governors. It is always inspiring to look back and reflect on how much we have 

achieved. There have been successes in many competitions, including the Royal Ascot Art 

Competition and the Mock Trial. Amongst the numerous trips and expeditions, students have visited  

Poland, France, Spain, Italy and Wales for languages, geography, skiing, history and personal 

development. We were inspected under the rigorous new SIAMS framework for Church schools and 

received wonderful feedback. In addition, the prayer groups and prayer space have gone from 

strength to strength, helping our students to flourish spiritually as well as academically.  

I would like to thank all our parents for working in partnership with us to ensure our students are 

achieving their best and are able to participate in the wide range of enrichment activities available.  

We are grateful to all those parents who took the time to complete the Governors’ recent parent 

survey and look forward to collating your responses. I would also like to thank everyone who supports 

the school financially through the Friends of Ranelagh and the PTA as well as supporting and helping 

at PTA events. Your support really makes a difference to Ranelagh. 

I want to thank our amazing teaching staff, for inspiring and fostering a love of learning in our 

students and all our non-teaching staff who work so tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure everything 

runs smoothly. As school budgets have become stretched to breaking point and governors have had 

to make hard decisions, it is the staff who have had to deal with the ramifications of the cuts and 

ensure that the quality of education provided by Ranelagh is not diminished or damaged.  

Governors work largely in the background, but we are committed to supporting the school leaders to 

provide the best possible education for our students. I would like to thank my fellow governors for 

their commitment to fulfilling their role. We were sad to say goodbye recently to Rev’d Les Jesudason, 

as he moved to take up a new post in Croydon. However, we are pleased to welcome Pam Lakin who 

joins us as a new Foundation Governor and Sonning Deanery representative.  

Many of our students have recently taken their exams and some will be moving on to the next stage 

of their lives. We are confident that we are sending them out as mature, well-rounded, caring and 

understanding members of the community, people who can make a difference to the world around 

them. I know that our students will take pride in their exam results but, as we bid them farewell, I 

hope they remember that exams cannot measure what makes each one of them special and unique. 

Lastly, I wish you all an enjoyable summer and hope that you come back rested and refreshed, ready 

for the next set of challenges in September. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Louise Hodkinson  

Chair of Governors  
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Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear fellow parent 
 

A few weeks ago, the Friends' Annual General Meeting took place following the meeting for new 

parents, whose children will be joining the school in September. 

 
Representatives of the Friends were on hand to talk to these parents about our work and how we make 

a small but valuable difference to their children's school lives. The engagement and response we 

received that evening was very positive. Furthermore, from the conversations we had, I know of one 

potential new trustee; if you are also interested in joining us as a trustee, or finding out more about 

doing so, do get in touch (see below). 

 
The AGM saw the re-election of trustees and I am pleased to say that we have a committed and hard- 

working trustee-body, which prudently manages the Friends' precious resources, which only come 

from the generosity of you, the parents, and we are grateful for your continuing support. 

 
On that note, another item at the AGM was to approve the Friends' financial statements for 2018-19, 

which saw a reduction in our income, reflecting a fall in the number of donations we received. This 

had a knock-on impact on the amount we were able to reclaim through Gift Aid but this continues to 

be a very valuable addition to our resources. Please remember, giving to the Friends and ticking the 

Gift Aid box (if you are eligible to do so) on our form allows us to recover very welcome additional 

funds from the government, which we use to support the school. 

 
We are looking at ways to increase the number of donors and, working closely with the Head Teacher 

and other interested parties, have some exciting plans. More about this in a future report! 

 
In the meantime, if you are yet to donate to the Friends we should be delighted to hear from you. You 

can visit the Friends' page on the school's website for details of how to do this or e-mail me: 

robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 
 

With all good wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable summer. 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

mailto:robbiemcl@hotmail.com
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our events this term have included the launch of our new Speaker Series with Captain Vivian 
Gunton sharing his supersonic journey through his Concorde career. Many thanks to Captain 
Gunton for giving such a fascinating and uplifting talk - we hope it has inspired a few Ranelagh 
students to consider a career in aviation too! We're delighted to report that we raised a fabulous 
£500 too, which marvellous and thank you to everyone who gave their support. 

We finished the term, as always, with the Founder’s Day Festival. The PTA contribution to this day 
focuses on providing a range of refreshments for students, their families and friends, as well as 
organising the array of stalls in the outdoor market square. We raised an amazing £3000.00 on 
the day and this will be partly matched by Microsoft thanks to one of our parents. Microsoft also 
very kindly match funded our Spring Quiz night to the tune of £3000.00 so thank you so much to 
our parents who work at Microsoft and arrange this for us. We'd like to thank you for your 
generous donations for our stalls and for coming along and supporting the event. It's always a 
lovely time to come together to close off the year and gives one final boost to our fundraising 
pot!  
 
And on that note, thanks to your generous donations work will start on the school toilets over the 
holidays and continue throughout the coming academic year. We look forward to sharing some 
photos of the end as things develop! 
 
What's Coming Up 
 
Monday 16 September, 6.30pm - Annual General Meeting & Committee Meeting  
(in the School Library)  
 
Everyone is welcome to help kick-start next year's social and fundraising events. Meetings are 
short and light-hearted and we welcome all new ideas and support. Plus keep an eye out for 
details about the Welcome Buffet, Christmas Fair and more talks in our Speaker Series... 
 
We hope you all have a restful summer break and we look forward to seeing many of you at the 
start of next term.  
 
Ranelagh PTA 



 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

W
E

E
K

 O
N

E
 

Braised Chicken Thigh Tagine  
Sour Dough Pizza with Tomato & 
Mozzarella 
Wild Mushroom & Parmesan 
Risotto with Rocket Oil 
Penne Pasta with Bolognaise 
Sauce & Garlic Bread 
Vegetable Cous Cous with Mint 
Honey & Thyme Carrots / Steamed 
Sweetcorn 
Chocolate & Mandarin Muffin with 
Chocolate Sauce 

Thai Turkey Escalope with Ginger 
& Lime 
Quorn & Mushroom Thai Green 
Curry 
Meatballs with Tomato Sauce & 
Spaghetti 
Jacket Potato with Vegetable Chilli 
Brown & White Rice Medley 
Steamed Broccoli 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Slow Roast Beef Brisket with Roast 
Potatoes & Gravy 
Sweet Potato, Red Onion & 
Coriander Quiche 
Crunchy Chicken Burger with 
Salad 
Roast Potatoes 
Sautéed Curly Kale / Cauliflower 
Roasted Peach Crumble 

Jerk Chicken Thighs with Rice & 
Peas 
Roast Vegetable Moussaka with 
Greek Salad 
Teriyaki Salmon with Oriental 
Vegetables 
Jacket Potato with Tuna & 
Sweetcorn Mayonnaise 
Rice & Peas 
Mixed Vegetables 
Jamaican Ginger Cake with 
Custard 

Fish n Chip Friday – Market Fish 
Available 
Spicy Falafel Pitta with Salad & 
Tzatziki 
Pasta with Spinach, Ham & 
Tomato Sauce & Garlic Ciabatta 
Chunky Chips 
Garden Peas / Baked Beans 
Toffee Apple Pie with Custard 

W
E

E
K

 T
W

O
 

Chicken Tikka Masala with Pilau 
Rice & Fresh Coriander 
Roasted Vegetable & Basil Tart 
with Salad 
Mexican Style Spiced Vegetable 
Quesadillas with Salsa 
Penne Pasta Arrabiata with Basil 
Dressing 
Brown & White Pilau Rice 
Salad Bar Selection / Steamed 
Broccoli 
Peach Crunch Cake 

Spicy Cajun Salmon Wrap with 
Sweetcorn Salsa 
Vegetable & Cauliflower Keralan 
Curry with Naan Bread 
Japanese Style Katsu Chicken 
Curry with Sticky Rice 
Jacket Potato with Chicken 
Cacciatore 
Salad Bar Selection 
Fresh Assorted Vegetables 
Fruit Trifle Deli Pot 

Roast Turkey with Cranberry 
Sauce & Gravy 
Marinated Squash & Baby 
Vegetable Frittata 
Griddled BBQ Pork Steak with 
Chipotle Marinade 
Roast Potatoes 
Glazed Carrots & Curly Kale 
Fruits of the Forest Sponge 

Greek Style Beef Burger with 
Tzatziki in a Ciabatta Roll 
Roasted Carrot, Pepper & Spinach 
Lasagne 
Piri Piri Chicken Wings with 
Wedges in a Pot 
Jacket Potato with Vegetable 
Korma & Fresh Coriander 
Mixed Salad Selection 
Baked Tomatoes 
Chocolate & Pear Cake with 
Chocolate Sauce 

Fish & Chip Friday – Freshly Fried 
Fish 
Layered Macaroni Cheese with 
Homemade Bread 
Pasta with Turkey Meatballs in a 
Rich Tomato Sauce 
Chipped Potatoes 
Baked Beans or Garden Peas 
Freshly Baked Carrot Cake 

W
E

E
K

 T
H

R
E

E
 

Baked Beef Lasagne with 
Parmesan Crust & Salad 
Goat’s Cheese & Beetroot Tart 
Sweet n Sour Pork Balls with Rice 
Jacket Potato with Field Mushroom 
Stroganoff 
Pilaf Rice / Mixed Salad 
Glazed Carrots 
Caramelised Ginger & Pineapple 
Sponge with Custard 

Classic Fish Pie topped with 
Parsley Crumbs 
Moroccan Style Vegetable Stew 
with Coriander Cous Cous 
Chilli Beef & Rice with Guacamole 
Roast Courgette & Mixed Pepper 
Pasta Bake 
Herby Cous Cous 
Steamed Broccoli 
Chocolate Beetroot Cake with 
Chocolate Sauce 

Roast Sticky Gammon with 
Parsnips 
Vegetable Sausage Roll with 
Onion Jam 
Bubble & Squeak Potato Skins with 
Garlic Dip 
Roast Potatoes 
Roasted Vegetables 
Apple Crumble with Custard 

BBQ Chicken Thighs with Red 
Cabbage Slaw 
Spinach & Vegetable Tortilla with 
Green Salad 
Baked Giant Vegetable Samosa 
with Mango Chutney 
Penne Pasta with a Rich Tomato & 
Basil Sauce 
Pilaf Rice / Steamed New Potatoes 
Sweetcorn & Salad Bar Selection 
Sticky Toffee Pudding with 
Butterscotch Sauce 

Breaded Fish Fillet with Tartare 
Sauce & Lemon 
Sweet Potato & Plantain Curry with 
Coriander Rice 
Jacket Potato with Beans & 
Cumberland Sausage 
Chunky Chips 
Baked Beans / Garden Peas 
Banana & Caraway Cake with 
Vanilla Sauce 

Available daily:  Salad Shaker Pots • Dessert Pots • Yoghurt Pots • Fresh Fruit • Sandwiches • Baguettes • Wraps • Bagels • Ciabattas •  Focaccias • Cold Drinks 



 

Ranelagh School  

 

About Your Catering Service 

The catering service at Ranelagh School is provided by Harrison Catering 
Services, an independent, family-owned company founded in 1994. 

The Harrison proposition is centred around the on-site preparation and cooking of 
top quality meals made with fresh ingredients. Over 100 clients across the UK 
enjoy a Harrison food service, with more than 100,000 meals being served each 
day by approximately 2,000 staff across more than 270 locations. 

Working in Partnership with Ranelagh School 

Our catering team works with the school council to tailor menus to the tastes and 
preferences of the students. We introduce further interest and excitement to our 
menus through themed lunches ranging from holidays like Easter and Christmas 
to cuisines from around the world, tying these into the school curriculum whenever 
possible. Whenever possible, we link our menus to the school’s curriculum and 
activities to further reinforce the importance of eating a balanced diet of nutritious 
food. 

Providing Healthy School Meals 

Harrison understands that what young people eat affects their health and their 
ability to learn and perform in the classroom. At Ranelagh School, our catering 
team provides nutritious, balanced meals, and we work to educate the students 
on how to make healthier food choices. Our goal is to instil a love and 
understanding of fresh, healthy food at a young age that will positively influence 
them throughout life. 

 

All Harrison staff receive training in how to prepare and serve healthier food 
through the company’s bespoke Eat Well Live Well© training programme. 

In addition, our focus on fresh food means that only minimal amounts of fried 
foods appear on our menus—generally in the form of much-loved British 
favourites like fish and chips. We also aim to maximise access to fruit and 
vegetables by offering a choice of cooked vegetables, salads, healthier snacks 
and fresh fruit daily. Every egg we use is British-sourced and free range and the 
majority of our meat is British-sourced as well. 

We Welcome Your Feedback 

Hearing your thoughts on our catering service is an essential part of getting things 
right and developing the foodservice at your school. Please feel free to speak to 
our catering manager if you have any comments. 

Join the Harrison Family 

The great food and service that Harrison provides is only possible because of our 
talented staff. We aim to create an environment where every team member’s 
efforts and skills are recognised, developed and rewarded, so that we can attract 
and retain the best people. 

If you are interested in joining the Harrison family, please visit our website for the 
latest job opportunities at www.harrisoncatering.co.uk/job-opportunities.html 
or contact the human resources department at our Thame office on 
01844 216777. 

 


