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This year, as we have celebrated 70 years of the Friends of Ranelagh, we have also faced many 
challenges including difficulties with trying to move to online donations, the implementation of 
GDPR and falling numbers of donors. Nevertheless, despite a fall in the number of donors, many 
parents and other supporters continue to give generously to the Friends so that we have actually 
seen a small rise in income. This year donations have totalled £ 70,000 with a further £ 16,000 being 
reclaimed via Gift Aid.  The contributions that the Friends are able to give to the school continue to 
be incredibly important. This year the Friends have given the school £125,000. This has been in the 
continued support of the IT infrastructure upgrade as well as the refurbishment of C57 and the sixth 
form study area, including the provision of 20 new computers. 

I would like to thank all our donors who have made these projects possible. In increasingly difficult 
economic times, people continue to amaze us with their generosity. Hopefully this year more people 
will consider joining us in providing this vital support of the school which makes such a positive 
impact on the lives of Ranelagh’s students. I hope that in the coming year the Friends will be able to 
work with the school to fulfil the students’ request to improve the toilet facilities in the old building. 

I would also like to thank my fellow trustees, Mrs Stevens and members of the school finance and 
admin team as well as our donations secretary Dawn Pritchard for their continuing support and hard 
work. I would especially like to thank Dawn for all her work on GDPR. Without the time they give to 
the Friends we would not be able to support the school in the way we do. 

After 10 years of membership of the Friends, including several as the chair of its trustees, I am sad to 
say that I will be stepping down as chair. I will continue as a member of the Friends and hope that 
some new parents will come forward to join the Friends as trustees since several of us have children 
who are nearing the end of their time at Ranelagh. As the majority of our donors are parents I feel it 
only right that the decisions about the spending of our funds should be made in collaboration with 
current parents, so please do get in touch if you feel you might be able to fill this valuable role. 

 

 


