
 

 
 
18th October 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I would like to begin the Newsletter with my thanks.  This has been a busy half term for parents 
with many of you visiting the school on a variety of occasions, including attending our year group 
briefings.  These events are a key part of our partnership work, providing us with the 
opportunity to set the scene for the year.  Attendance was excellent and we genuinely 
appreciated the feedback many of you gave us. 
 
If you were at one of our briefing events, you may well have heard staff talking about the 
importance of the school’s work in developing independent learners.  It is important that we 
clarify what we mean by this.  Independent learning is not about cutting students adrift and 
expecting them to get on with it on their own.  If our ultimate aim is for students to take 
responsibility and show initiative, to think for themselves and to go beyond what is demanded of 
them, then we have to start by developing the right skills and knowledge upon which this is 
based.  This is helpfully summed up in this short piece written by Martin Robinson and published 
in a book called ‘What does this look like in the classroom?’ 
 
Let’s use the analogy of riding a bike.  You’re holding the saddle, they’ve got those stabilisers on, 
they’ve got a crash helmet on.  They’ve got the support network shouting at them, ‘You can do 
it’, and all this stuff going on.  So you’ve got them very close.  At the end, they’re cycling by 
themselves on the road, looking after themselves and they’ve got to that point.  Between those 
two pictures is the slow letting-go.  It’s a very slow letting go, so it might take five years…What it 
is about is giving structure, giving rituals, giving ways of doing, ways of seeing, ways of thinking, 
ways of arguing, ways of debating, ways of reading, ways of writing. 
 
Those of you who have been supporting your child with the newly introduced Bedrock 
programme will, perhaps, recognise this approach.  Developing and using increasingly scholarly 
or academic vocabulary is an important part of the process of preparing to be a more proficient, 
independent learner.  We look forward to seeing the impact of this initiative in students’ writing 
as the year progresses and we will be grateful for your support along the way.  
 
The first half term has been very full; the second half promises to be just as busy, so I hope that 
students all enjoy the much-needed opportunity to re-charge their batteries before our return on 
Monday 29th October.  
 



DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Art 
 
In Memory of World War 1 – Art Competition 
To commemorate the Centenary of the end of World War 1, the Art Department took part in the 
Bracknell Town Council Art Competition, ‘In Memory of World War 1’.   Students in years 8,9 and 12 
all worked extremely hard, with enthusiasm, creativity and resilience to create pieces of work that 
have been inspired by images of this era; reflecting the emotional impact it has had on them.  As 
part of the competition, students were asked to write 50 words about their artwork.   
  
The quality of art produced was impressive across each year group and we were proud of how 
diligently all students approached this topic, many of them committed to working during lunch to 
complete their work.  This of course made choosing the final entries a challenge! Ranelagh had 19 
entries in total, all of which were framed and exhibited.  The following students’ artwork is on 
display. 
 
Year 8 
Milly Dupuy  8Y, Emily Miles 8U, Bella McBride 8V and Phoebe Pope 8X. 
 
Year 9 
Gabby Braver  9V,  Katie Cleverley 9U,  Rebekah Crowe 9V, Charlotte Drage 9X,  Lily Hamble 9V, 
Jordan Larsen 9U, Pippa Pamer 9V, Rosalind Rogers 9U, Pippa Sanderson 9Z, Erin Wallace 9W and 
Joel Williams 9Y.  
 
Year 12            Overall winner of the whole 
Flo Brockman  12B                            competition: 
Carmen Nualart  12C             Sarah Liebenberg 12A              
Sarah Liebenberg   12A                      
Izzy Davis  12C     
    
        
 
Winners of KS5:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place: Flo Brockman 12B               2nd Place: Izzy Davis 12C       3rd Place: Carmen Nualart 12C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Winners of KS3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place: Gabby Braver 9V                       2nd Place: Pippa Parmar 9V 
 
‘Highly commended’ was awarded to: 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosalind Rogers 9U                                   Lily Hamble 9V 
 
The work is exhibited at South Hill Park along with entries from other schools and will remain open 
until the 11th November. We hope you will have the chance to visit and peruse the fantastic quality 
of work on display.   
 
There will be further opportunity for other students work to be displayed in the lead up to the 
centenary of the end of World War 1.  These displays will be at Holy Trinity Church and at Bracknell 
Railway Station.  Students will be notified in due course. 
  
Well done to all students for your effort and creative approach to this topic in your art lessons.  
   
Drama 
On Thursday 11th October, the Drama department took 48 
GCSE and A’Level Drama students to the Nuffield Theatre in 
Southampton to see ‘The Unreturning’ by Frantic Assembly. 
Frantic Assembly are renowned for choreographing a well-
known production of ‘A Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night’.  
The school is also looking forward to their visit to Ranelagh 
after half term to complete a workshop, which will help to 
inspire students’ devised coursework. We were all very 
excited to see their famous physical theatre style in action.   
 
The Unreturning is about three different men returning from 
the Front Line over three different periods in time. There is 
George in 1918, heading home from the Western Front; Frankie, in 2013, leaving Afghanistan 
behind; and Nat, who has finally decided to return to his family home in England after years in an 
overseas refugee camp in 2026.  Each character deals with a different issue as a result of returning 
home after war, and Frantic Assembly brought each moving and emotional story to life in such a 
clever way. 
 



The production was incredible, smoothly acted by its cast of four as they effortlessly multi-role 
played and the whole production was slick from start to finish. The clever use of set, lighting, 
projection and sound supported the physical action and were used to heighten the emotive plot.  
The audience were glued to their seats as they watched the set, a rotating shipping container, being 
used with its shifting configuration of panels and doors and watched how the cast cleverly moved 
within it, above it and around it to portray their incredible stories.  It was staging wizardry and 
thoroughly enjoyable to witness.  
 
As someone who loves to act, I came away wanting to be a part of the cast, as I was blown away by 
the cast’s continual use of physical theatre, seamless costume changes, skill at manouvering the 

container and ability to convey the stories of the 
struggles these men were facing.  The acting was 
superb with my favourite character being George, 
as we witnessed his physical and emotional 
sufferings of shell shock and were swept up in his 
story. The actors’ use of performance skills was so 
clever as we witnessed their characters 
deterioration through the use of lifts, physicality 
and vocal range, alongside the inventive use of 
costume, sound and conventions such as 
flashbacks. We saw history textbooks brought to 

life in front of our eyes.  
 
This was an inspiring theatre trip that had all students excited to start their own journey of devising 
coursework for their Drama studies.  
 
Alex Hutson 10Z 
 
English 
Bracknell Forest Poetry Competition 
Bracknell Forest recently held a Poetry competition on the theme ‘A Bright Future’.  Meryl Pugh, 
from Leyton, who writes both poetry and fiction with extensive experience teaching both, judged the 
entries.  It gives me great pleasure to announce that Anna-Rose Forsdick (10Y) won in the category 
of secondary school winner for Bracknell.  Congratulations to Anna-Rose on her excellent 
achievement. 
 
History 
On Thursday 20th September, lower school students were treated to a guest speaker in assembly, the 
High Sheriff of the Royal County of Berkshire! Following on from the success of the Mock Trial team 
last year, achieving first place in the National Competition, Graham Barker Esq came in to meet the 
team and delivered a fascinating assembly to Years 7, 8 and 9.  He told them what the role of the 
High Sheriff entails and the significance of his costume, as well as how they can play a part in 
citizenship in their community.  It was a great honour to have him speak, with his visit inspiring over 
40 Year 8 and 9 students to audition for this year’s round of the Mock Trial competition.  The team 
has now been selected and members are beginning their preparation, which will be led by Mrs 
Thompson and supported by Miss Hawkes in school this year.  Good luck to all involved!  
 
Music 
Save our Steinway! – Please see attached appeal (Appendix 1) 
 
  

 



Musical items in Assembly  
On Friday mornings, in addition to our reflections upon our chosen theme, of ‘Sometimes we have 
more questions than answers’, our school assemblies this term have featured musical items from 
students.  Our thanks go to Josie Bennett (7Y) who, on 5th October, performed ‘I know Him So Well’ 
on the obo, and on 12th October Daisy MacDonald (8X) sang ‘I Dreamed a Dream’ from Les 
Misérables.   
 
Footloose 
‘Been working so hard’ are the first words we hear in Footloose.  After the first few rehearsals, I can 
confidently say this sums up our cast perfectly!  After a rigorous audition process, many cups of tea  
and much scratching of heads, Miss Hulse, Mr Coventry, Mrs Thompson and Miss Cumiskey 
managed to whittle down the auditionees to the cast you will see on stage in March.  
So far, the students have been working on the opening numbers of the show (Footloose/On Any 
Sunday) with the music team.  They have staged the opening five scenes with drama and have 
choreographed the opening three songs with dance. The energy and excitement in the rehearsal 
room is a sight to behold and makes us really excited at the prospect of the final production in 
March. 
 
Details about tickets will be released closer to the time, but always check the Music and Drama 
Twitter feeds for ‘sneak peek’ rehearsal footage! 
 
PE 
U12's Rugby 
Year 7 students had their first fixtures of the year at a tournament at Edgbarrow. They won the first 
game against Sandhurst convincingly, but struggled to start against Edgbarrow.  However, with the 
whistle just about to blow, Tom Hamble intercepted a pass, and streaked through to score the 
winning try.  
 
The year 7 team then played Forest School at home, in what was inevitably a challenging match for 
the newly formed team. The early exchanges were even with each team trading a try for a try.  
Forest then got into their stride and stretched to a 30 to 15-try lead.  After an inspiring half time 
team talk, the boys went all out to get themselves back into the game, scoring a try quickly before 
conceding one more from Forest. The team worked hard to claw the score back to 35-30 before the 
final whistle. There were some great performances and things to build on for the future.  The stand 
out performance came from Ewan Mackinnon (7Z), making some try saving tackles to keep the score 
low. 
 
U13's Rugby 
The U13's wanted to start the year off as they had finished the previous one. They began with an 
away trip against Edgbarrow. It was the first time that the boys had played on a full pitch with 12 
players and they certainly had not lost any of their ability from last year. The extra space allowed our 
players to use the skills and knowledge gained from the previous year. We won the game 25-
5. Congratulations to Gabiso Baker (8U) for winning man of the match.  
 
Year 8 students had two matches against tough opposition in the same week.  Firstly, they welcomed 
LVS to Ranelagh and with some debuts in this fixture, it was great to see them all working as a team 
winning the game 55-5. The following day they played Oratory Prep at home in what we believed to 
be a tough fixture. We were winning the game 40 - 20 with four minutes to play is when Oratory 
started to turn the screw, scoring three tries in as many minutes. We held on with dogged defense 
to win 40 - 35. 
 
The year team then welcomed Forest School to Ranelagh in another tough match. Forest were very 
organised in attack, passing the ball across the field rapidly.  However, as always Ranelagh’s defence 



was dogged and kept them in the game.  Once Ranelagh got their hands on the ball, they were 
devastating in attack, running great lines and breaking through tackles.  The team got into their 
stride and finished the game 20 - 10 winners.  
  
U14's Rugby 
With a new season on the horizon fixtures started thick and fast.  Firstly, the team welcomed 
Edgbarrow, with some stand out performances from Scott Verdin and Jonty Curtis. Ranelagh ran in 
the tries for fun, winning 55-5.  Then we had an away trip to a tournament at Edgbarrow playing 
both Sandhurst and Edgbarrow. The game against Edgbarrow was a lot tighter than the week before 
with Ranelagh winning 25-10.  We then played against Sandhurst, with a repeat of last year’s fixture, 
Ranelagh winning 5-0.  The following day the team traveled to LVS.  We started quickly, with a try 
from Scott Hopley (9Y) and then Matt Quainton (9Z) before LVS got one of their own. Our rucking 
was outstanding giving us quick ball, which meant that we could exploit the space allowing us to 
start scoring more tries. We also had Stan Stanford (9Z) as the tackling machine getting all over the 
pitch. With both of these elements on our side, we ran out eventual winners 34-12.   
 
Ranelagh then faced the hugely determined Forest School, with size on their side.  The team ran in 
five tries before halftime.  However, Ranelagh held on and with extra determination scored two tries 
of their own in the second half. They kept making the big tackles, but Forest’s power continually got 
the better of our defense. It was a losing score for us, but the boys will now work on the weaknesses 
in preparation for next time. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh 2017-2018 
Last year saw 49 year 10 Ranelagh students take part in the Bronze DofE award scheme. They spent 
the year volunteering, learning new skills or taking part in physical activities outside of school. They 
had to record all of their evidence on the DofE system and obtain a final report from their 
supervising adult. The participants embarked on two expeditions over the course of the year in 
Henley and the New Forest respectively. The weather varied from torrential rain to a mini heat wave, 
but the participants met each challenge head-on, completing each expedition with smiles on their 
faces.  
 
On 3rd October 2018, the groups from the expedition attended a presentation evening, where they 
had to present their experiences of the qualifying expedition weekend and their personal reflection 
of the whole experience. This was fantastically received, with 45 out of 49 participants passing their 
award on the evening. Each participant has shown great dedication and organisation to complete 
the award. Thank you to all the parents that have supported the young people through the award 
and to all the staff that have helped out over the year; it could not have happened without you.  
 
 
STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL  
 
Girl Guides 
 
Stephanie Barter (10Y), Rebecca Jacques (10V), Victoria Jacques (12D), Maya Padley (8V), Charlotte 
Price (9X), Lauren Price (11X) and Phoebe Walker, are part of a Guide group that has raised £20,000 
by holding fundraising events over the past two years.  This summer, the girls to Mexico City to give 
support to two community projects.  They stayed in the World Guide Centre where they worked on 
important international issues such as violence against women and equality and learnt about 
leadership mindsets. 
 
The first, of the community projects they worked on was supporting children in a public school in a 
very deprived area. Here they worked with a number of children including ‘street children’. The 



school had no toilets or running water and no electricity. On the day they attended, they did not 
have enough food to serve the 60 children. 
 

The girls arranged a food delivery, which they unpacked.  
They gave the school enough money, through their 
fundraising, to connect water to the school kitchen.  
 
The second of their community projects was working with 
an orphanage. The orphanage project works with 800 
children in three separate buildings. There are no foster 
care or adoption arrangements in Mexico, so going into 
care means going to an orphanage. The Guides worked 
with a number of children in small groups and on a  

one-to-one basis. They took them breakfast, played games, did crafts and gave them shoe boxes 
they had prepared in the UK which were full of toys and goodies.  The girls also purchased paint for 
them to decorate one of the dormitories, which was destroyed in an earthquake last year.  
 
I’m sure you will join in congratulating our students on their commitment and hard work in helping 
so many people. 
 
National Judo Tournament 
On Sunday 14th October 2018, George Riley (7V) took part in the A band National Judo Tournament 
for under 12 year olds in the under 50kg weight category.  He won his category achieving a gold 
medal.  Congratulations on this outstanding achievement. 
 
CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
This term we have a range of enrichment activities on offer.  Please encourage your child to get 
involved in some of the activities below: 
 
 

Department Activity Year Group Time Location 
Business/ 
Economics 

You’re the 
Business -
Entrepreneuri
al activity 

Year 12 Thursday 3.45 – 
4.45pm  

Gedye 

Drama Drama Club Year 7 and 8 Monday 12.45 – 
1.20pm 

Studio 

Drama Drama Club Year 9 and 10 Thursday 12.45 – 
1.20pm 

Studio 

Mathematics Strategy 
Games Club 

All Years Wed 12.45 - 1.15pm 010 

Mathematics A Level Help 
desk 

Year 12 +13     Mon 12.30 - 1.15pm 014 

PE GCSE Support Year 11 Thursday 12.45-
1.20pm 

O5 

Technology 
 

Teen Tech 
STEM Club 

All years  Wednesday 3.35-
4.35pm 

C57 

Friday 
 12.45 – 1.15pm 

09 

Year 7 Tech 
Club 

7 Tuesday 
12.35 – 1.25pm(Starts 
after half term) 

C58 



NEA drop-
in/catch-up 
session 

Year 11 Monday 
12.35 – 1.25pm 

C57 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

On Wednesday 18th October 2018, the School Council had its first meeting of the new academic 
year.  Items on the agenda included: Ranelagh School Council Constitution, Election of roles, Charites 
2018-2019, Link Groups (Youth Council) and Year Group matters.  The Year Teams and Link Groups 
were represented as follows: 

School Council Representatives 
Chairman Holly Hains  
Vice Chair Indy Roper 
Secretary Hannah Voller 
Year 7 Ella Brown / Harrison Wignall 
Year 8 Joseph Byrne / Lauren Retter 
Year 9 Isabella Woodhouse / Ellie Cousins 
Year 10 Morgan Pearcey / Josephine Brady 
Year 11 Henry McLean / Charlotte Stephens 
Year 12 Georgia Bell / James Castle 
Year 13 Reuben Dossett / Hannah Voller 
Captains (Year 13) Ed Barnard / Alice Phillips / Susannah Ames / 

Laurence Dadd / Chris Menon 
Vice Captain (Year 13) Justin Stanger 
Sports Council Susie Mair 
Eco Schools Ella Brown  
Christian Union Kieran Evans 
Youth Council Indy Roper 
Canteen Link Person Charlotte Stephens 
PR Person (SC) Laurence Dadd / Morgan Pearcey 

 
 
ROUTINE INFORMATION 
 
Uniform  
All students are now wearing winter uniform.  Thank you for the support you give the school in 
encouraging your children to look smart. 
 
In particular, students are reminded that: 

- Shirts/blouses must be tucked in 
- Skirts must not be rolled up 
- No jewellery, except as stated in prospectus 
- Long hair must be tied back off the face; no extreme hairstyles 
- Black shoes only – no boots or trainers – heels below 5cms for safety reasons 
- Skirts to be worn with knee socks/tights 
- All PE equipment/clothing should have a name label or initials 

 
The school office continues to sell Ranelagh school tights and ties. We would also like to reiterate 
that boys are not permitted to wear skin-tight trousers.  If these have been purchased in error, it is 



possible to buy appropriate replacements at a reasonable cost from the second-hand uniform supply 
in school. 
 
Contact details 
In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed  
immediately of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 
 
Arrival in School  
Students are welcome on the school site from 8.15am.  For health and safety reasons, where an early arrival is 
unavoidable, (between 8-8.15am) a written request should be submitted. 
 

 Absence 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform the school early on the first day of 
absence (by telephone before 9.00am) and on each subsequent day of absence.   If we have not 
received a message the school will contact you. Whilst we encourage prompt arrival to school please 
also remind your son/daughter to sign in at reception if they miss registration.   
 
Please ensure you complete a Notification of Absence form when your child returns to school 
following illness. This can be found on the school’s parent portal. 
 
Free school meals 
Free school meals are available to children whose parents/carers are in receipt of a qualifying 
benefit. More information is available from your Local Authority at either www.bracknell-
forest.gov.uk/ freeschoolmeals or www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools/schoolmeals/, or please 
telephone the school and speak to Mrs Moir, Head of Finance & Resources. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The school receives additional funding, called the Pupil Premium, for each student in receipt of free 
school meals, for each looked-after child and children from families with parents in the Armed 
Forces. This additional funding is used to help children in this group make the best progress possible. 
 
If you would like more information, please contact Miss Starr, Assistant Headteacher. 
 
Mobile telephones 
Mobile telephones are not allowed in school.  In exceptional circumstances permission to bring a 
phone into school may be obtained from the Headteacher.  In such cases the mobile phone must be 
handed in at the school office for safekeeping during the day. 
 
Parking 
Please avoid parking on the school site at the start and end of the school day unless you have an exceptional 
reason such as transporting a sick/injured child or a very large piece of equipment e.g. cello.  Those parents 
dropping off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also reminded of the 
importance of not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road users and of not 
waiting in their car with the engine running.  The school enjoys positive relationships with its neighbours, and 
it is important to preserve these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The safety of all pedestrians must be our priority. 



Holy Communion Service Collections 
The collection from the Year 7 Holy Communion Service held on 5th October 2018 raised a total of 
£16.00. The school has donated this money to the Bracknell Foodbank. 
 
School Website 
Students and parents new to Ranelagh are reminded that the school website is packed with useful 
information, including details of each ‘half terms’ menu choices (School Information – Catering), 
information about clubs and activities (School Information) and support for student well-being 
(School Information – Keeping Well – Staying Safe).  
 
If you have not done so already, please visit the website and familarise yourself with what it has to 
offer.  
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
 
Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheets – Appendix 2/3/4 
 
Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates Appendix 5 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Bracknell fire station are hosting an open day on 24th October 2018, they we will be opening their 
doors for members of the public to come and have a look around, take part in a few activities and 
see a few demonstrations. The event will be running from 10.00am to 4.00pm.  
Please see Appendix 6. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday 22 October – Fri 26 October Half Term 
Thursday 1 November Holy Communion – report to school for 8.15am 

Year 12 Revue (Hall) 7.00pm 
Friday 2 November Year 12 Revue (Hall) 7.00pm 
Monday 5 November Year 7 (W,X & Y) History to Windsor Castle 
Tuesday 6 November Year 12 Safe Drive, Stay Alive, Hexagon 
Wednesday 7 November Year 7  (U,V & Z) History to Windsor Castle 
Thursday 8 November Year 11 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 
Friday 9 November Remembrance Service  
Monday 12 November Year 9 Maths information evening 6.30 – 7.30pm 

Prayer Group 7.30pm 
Tuesday 13 November Year 10 Geography to Bracknell this week 

Post 16 information evening 6.00 – 8.30pm 
Friday 16 November Year 12/13 Chemistry to Science Live 

Year 7-9 School Cross Country 
Saturday 17 November Year 7-10 Rugby at Twickenham (invite only) 
Monday 19 November Year 7 Read for Good week 

Year 11 work experience 
Wednesday 21 November Prize Giving (7.00 – 9.00pm) 
Saturday 24 November Christmas Fair (including second hand uniform sale) 

12.00 – 3.00pm 
Thursday 29 November Christmas Concert 7.00pm 
Monday 3 December Year 12/13 Maths Lecture (In school) 
Friday 7 December Christmas Ball 7.30 – 11.30pm 



Monday 10 December Year 13 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 
Tuesday 11 December Christmas lunch 
Wednesday 12 December Christmas Parcels 
Thursday 13 December Carol Service, Holy Trinity Church 7.00pm 
Thursday 20 December End of Autumn Term  
Friday 21 December Professional Training Day – School closed 
Monday 24 December – Friday 4 
January 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 7 January 2019 Start of Spring Term  
 
 
Residential Visits for school year 2018/19 
Please below schedule and provisional costs (for residential trips) trips and visits.  We hope this will 
help you to plan for the year ahead. 
 

Year Date Destination Curriculum area Approximate 
cost 

12/13 08-11th February Krakow, Poland History and RE £540 

10 29th March - 3rd April Cabriès, France French £375 

10/12 30th March - 4th April Valencia, Spain MFL £375 

8 5th - 13th April Wagrain, Austria PE – Ski trip £815 

9 9th/10th - 14th June Wales Personal 
challenge week 

£370 

8 13th - 14th July Bologne  Food Technology £189 

 
 
Day visits with some cost implications for school year 2017/18 

Year Date Destination Curriculum Area 
7 5th November Windsor Castle History 
12 6th November Hexagon, Reading Safe Drive/Stay Alive 
7 7th November Windsor Castle History 
10 w/c 13th April  Bracknell Geography 
12/13 16th November Science Live Chemistry 
7/8/9 17th November Twickenham Rugby 
7 w/c 28th January  Reading Mosque RE 
9 8th February Pizza Express Food 
11 28th February Henley-on-Thames  History 
8/9 1st March UKMT Team Challenge Maths 
13 8th March Conference History 
 9th March Reading Choir (Music) 
Senior & 
Junior 
Choirs 

11th March Royal Albert Hall, London Choir (Music) 

12 13th March Trip tbc Geography 
9/10 13th March Multi Skills Leaders 

event 
PE 

12 2nd April Fieldwork Geography 
 23rd April STEM 3M Challenge Maths 
13 23rd April Business conference tbc Business/Economics 



7 w/c 3rd June Fieldwork Geography 
12 4th June Trip tbc Geography 
10 w/c 17th June Dinton Pastures Geography 
8 26th June Barton on sea Geography 
10 28th June Jimmy’s Farm Food 
10 2nd July Art GCSE critical studies 

trip 
Art 

12 8th July Fieldwork - Amersham Biology  
12 9th July Fieldwork – Amersham Biology 

 
And finally,  
 
I thought that I would share with you an email I received from the High Sheriff of Berkshire, Graham 
Barker, following his visit to the school earlier this term: 
 
‘Julia Hardy and I were so impressed by your school.  There is an immediate friendly and organised 
atmosphere where everyone, staff and students, smile confidently and greet you politely.  It was easy 
to sense why your school achieved such spectacular success in the Mock Trial Competition.  You must 
be very proud.’ 
 
Having read that, I hope that you, too, feel proud.   
 
I hope you enjoy the change in routine next week and look forward to working with you all again 
next half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

   
Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher  
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Appendix 2 

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We hope you have settled back into school life. A warm Ranelagh welcome to new pupils 
and families.  We are looking forward to meeting many of you at the Year 7 Introduction 
evening and Welcome Buffet on Thursday 18th October. 
 
We held our AGM on Monday 17th September and we were delighted to welcome so many 
new members. The post holders for this school year are as follows: 
 
President  Beverly Stevens (Headteacher) 
Chairperson  Nicola Daniell 
Treasurer  Graham Bell 
Secretary  Heather Bradbury 
Social Secretaries  Anna Beglin, Helen Connolly, Sarah-Jane Luff, Chris Grunton, April
   Truscott, Natasta Oliver-Smith 
 
I would personally like to thank all of the parents/carers and staff who have helped so 
many events go so well over the past year and look forward to working alongside you all 
this year. During the AGM we had lots of new ideas for events and fundraising which will 
keep us very busy. 
 
As you are aware education has had lots of budgetary cuts and as a PTA we want to do as 
much as we can to help the school bridge some of these financial gaps.  
 
Before the summer break you may have seen our Facebook Appeal which raised £475 
towards the refurbishment of a toilet block at school. As the PTA we are going to focus our 
fundraising for the refurbishment of this block and have set up a BT Donation page. 
Alternatively you may wish to donate by cheque made payable to Ranelagh PTA in an 
envelope marked PTA/Toilet Appeal to the school office. More information to follow soon 
 

                       
 
Question ? Do you shop online at Tesco, Waitrose, M & S, Amazon, Expedia, comparison 
websites or ebay to name but a few of the companies that are part of the  the 
Easyfundraising scheme– If so, download the app to your phone or add it to your web 
browser once you are logged into Easyfundraising. select Ranelagh School PTA as your 
chosen cause then you can just log into your normal M & S or Expedia account and 



Appendix 2 

purchase as normal Ranelagh will receive a donation from each purchase. In the past 30 
days we have raised £47.19 with 117 supporters but we have raised a total of £1732.60. It 
would be wonderful if we could have many more supporters as this is an easy way to earn 
donations for the school with minimal effort. 
 
Match funding and donations 
 
To help the PTA and school raise funds as efficiently as possible and to help make the 
environment at Ranelagh better for your children, please can you read the attached 
letter/template.  Please then change the required fields and take this to your employer to 
see if they would consider helping our fundraising efforts at the school.  
  
We understand that many of you work for yourselves or for small companies who are not in 
a position to contribute in this way.  However, if you are in a position to do so, we would 
ask that you hand this letter to your employer.  Alternatively, talk with your team and ask 
yourselves if there is any other way that you can support the school - this may be by 
offering a raffle prize, volunteering at an event, joining the PTA or something else - 
please contact us with your idea/suggestion:  pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk  
  
We look forward to hearing from your employers and hope that together we can all 
enhance the quality of our children’s education at Ranelagh. 
 
Christmas Fair Saturday 24th November 2018 
 
Hopefully you can join us to celebrate a fun and festive day. Please see attached flyer of 
information. 
 
Once again thank you all for your help and donations throughout the year and we look 
forward to seeing many of you at future events. Please feel free to contact us at any time 
with ideas and suggestions pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
 
Many thanks 
 
 
Ranelagh PTA 
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Mufti Day 
There will be a mufti day on Friday 2nd November 2018. In return please send your child/ren 
in with either £1 or a donation for the Chocolate Tombola, or New Gifts stalls.  
 
Raffle Tickets and Hamper Donations 
Your youngest child at school will come home with £5 worth of raffle tickets just after half 
term. The prizes are fantastic and the raffle is drawn at 2.45pm on the day of the fair. Please 
return your raffle ticket stubs and money before the fair and please return unwanted raffle 
tickets for us to sell on the day. If your child is in Years 7 or 8 and you haven't already given 
us permission to send raffle tickets home via your child, please complete the short consent 
form online at PTA Parental Consent form. 
 
If you signed up to donate for our beautiful Christmas Hampers when you attended the 
Welcome Evening on the 18th October, please send your item/s in via the office before 16 
November - thank you. If you cannot remember what you promised then just email  
pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk and we will remind you! 
 
Cakes, Bottles and Soft Toys 
We'd be grateful for any cake donations to be dropped off on Friday 23rd November or on 
the morning of the fair. We are also looking for bottles of wine or spirits for our adult 
bottle tombola stall and any soft toys in good condition which can be dropped off at the 
school office for the attention of the PTA. Please do not send your children into school with 
bottles of alcohol - we ask that adults please drop these off at the office. 
 
Market Stall 
A number of external traders sell items at the Christmas fair. If any parents have a business 
and would like to run a stall at the Christmas Fair please contact us at 
pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk  for further details. 
 
How Can You Help? 
Many things go into making the fair a success and we could not do this without your help 
and support. We will need lots of helpers, so if you can give up and hour or more on the day 
then please go to our online Sign Up page at http://signup.com/go/ndgisjU – it really is 
good fun! 
 
If you work for a company that does a charity matching scheme we would be very grateful 
if you would get in touch to help us out. All that is required is helping on a stall for a short  

It will be a fun and festive day out for the whole family, and is being opened in style by 
our Choir who will be singing a selection of Christmas carols at midday. 

 
Come and enjoy lunch at the Christmas café or just pop in for a glass of  

mulled wine and a mince pie. 

Visit Father Christmas, try your luck at our games, start your Christmas shopping at the 
many varied stalls and place a bid to secure a great gift at the Silent Auction. 

The draw for our Grand Christmas Raffle will be at 2.45pm, and don’t forget to return 
your tickets in an envelope via your child’s form before the fair. 

1st prize is a Luxury Hamper – ‘Christmas in a Box’,  
plus lots more exciting prizes to be won. 
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while to qualify. Please get in touch with pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk if you can 
do this, it really does make a huge difference.   
 
Easyfundraising and Facebook 
Do you shop online? Do it through easyfundraising.org.uk and raise a free donation for 
Ranelagh School PTA - Berkshire every time you shop! No Cost. No catch. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ranelaghpta/  

Once you signed up, it's possible to add a little reminder to your browser so if you forget to 
visit the easyfundraising site first to find a retailer, then it will prompt you - and automatically 
redirect you if you accept - to buy things via their site. It really couldn't be simpler. 

Like our Facebook page to keep up to date with news and announcements at 
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/ 

We hope you all have a great half term break and we look forward to seeing you on the 24th 
November so that we can make it the biggest and best Ranelagh Christmas Fair yet. 
 
Your  Ranelagh PTA 
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[A Parent 
Local house 

Berkshire 
RGX XXX] 

 
[My Employer 
A Big Responsible Local Company 
Berkshire] 

October 2018 
Dear [Employer], 
 
I am writing to ask if our company has a corporate social responsibility (CSR) scheme that might 
be available to support the local community? 
 
I am very pleased that my child/children attend Ranelagh school in Bracknell and hope that in this 
environment they will flourish and reach their full potential. When my child/children started at 
Ranelagh I signed a home/school agreement that identified that I would work with and support 
the school to get the best outcomes, not only for my children, but for all children within the 
school. Part of that agreement is to support the social and fundraising activities of the school, 
showing the young people just how important it is to contribute and put back into society. 
 
Ranelagh not only has great academic standards and Ofsted ratings, it also has a long history  
dating back more than 300 years, with over 100 years on the current site. Unfortunately, this 
means that the school is not only managing the cuts in funding and rising costs that you will have 
heard about in the media, it also has to cope with the amplified costs of  buildings that, in areas, 
date back over 100 years. 
 
The combination of these cuts and the cost of retaining staff and maintaining buildings is putting 
a large burden on the school. 
 
We are very lucky at Ranelagh to have an active PTA who, through a series of events each year, 
raise funds to supplement the school's income and help ensure that the school is the best 
environment for learning. 
 
I would like to ask if [Company Name] would consider allocating some/all of our CSR funding 
allocation to Ranelagh School to help me ensure that my children can get the best from their 
education. 
 
Some companies choose to make a one-off donation every year, others prefer to offer matched 
funding for key events i.e. for every £ 1 we take at a PTA fundraising event you will match or 
double this with a donation to the school. We have found matched funding to be a great tool as it 
encourages our parents to engage with events, which have social and financial benefits for the 
school, knowing that for every £1 they give/spend a local company will multiply this for the 
benefit of the school. 
 
There may also be other ways in which our company can support the school and Ranelagh is 
always keen to talk to local companies if it will benefit the current students who will become the 
workforce of the future. 
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I would like to think that as an employee of [Company Name] you will seriously consider this 
application for funding and would ask that you contact [XXXXXXXX]** at the school, or 
[XXXXXXXX]** of the PTA to discuss how we can all benefit. 
 
Finally I would like to share with you the words of Anne Mulcahy, the CEO of Xerox: 
 
“Employees who believe that management is concerned about them as a whole person – not just 
an employee – are more productive, more satisfied, more fulfilled. Satisfied employees mean 
satisfied customers, which leads to profitability.” 
 
Many thanks 
 
 
 
Mr/Mrs valued Parent 
 
School: https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ 
PTA: https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/ 
Ranelagh Parent Teacher Assoctiation Registered Charity Number 1125897 
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Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 

 

Friends of Ranelagh School – autumn report 

The purpose of the Friends of Ranelagh is "to advance the education of the pupils at Ranelagh School 
through the provision of facilities and equipment, which are not normally state-funded." 

The Friends is able to do this through the generosity of parents and the trustees are most grateful 
for this financial support. 

Most parents commit to make monthly payments by standing order and usually do so when their 
child joints the school in Year 7. 

Ordinarily, the Friends ask new Year 7 parents to complete a standing order form and this has 
worked well in the past.  However, more recently, we have seen fewer Year 7 parents completing 
these forms, which means the Friends is receiving a lower level of donations and this will impact how 
much we are able to help the school. 

If you are the parent and have not yet committed to make a monthly donation to the Friends, I 
would urge you to do so, so we can continue to help your child get the most out of their time at 
Ranelagh. 

If you don't currently make a donation and would like to do so, please e-mail 
me: robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 

Over the last seventy years' the Friends have made significant and substantial donations to the 
school and I very much hope to continue this; there are number of projects the trustees are 
considering supporting financially but can only do this through the generosity of parents. 

The other way that parents can help is by giving their time.  We are keen to recruit new trustees 
with fresh ideas and if you would like to know more about this important role, do contact me; my e-
mail address is above. 

More details about the Friends and the work of the trustees is available on the school website; the 
Friends has its own page. 

Following the last trustees’ meeting, Laura Myers agreed to become Treasurer of the Friends and I 
accepted the role of chairman having first become a trustee in 2012; I am grateful to my fellow 
trustees for their support. 

I should like to thank Louise Hodkinson, who lately chaired the Friends until our AGM and to Joanne 
Clow, who filled this role until my appointment. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this update and I look forward to meeting as many parents as 
possible in my new role. 

Robert McLean 
Chairman 
Friends of Ranelagh School 
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Wednesday 24th October 2018, 
Bracknell fire Station   

from 10.00am to 4.pm. 
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