
 

 

 

29th March 2018 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I am struck as I read this term’s newsletter, by the range of creative activities in which our students 

have been engaged over the course of the past two months.  At the recent Artsconnects Festival of 

Creativity in London, Geoff Barton, former Headteacher and General Secretary of the Association 

of School and College Lecturers, spoke about the importance of protecting Arts based subjects and 

promoting creativity in the curriculum.  According to a survey conducted by ASCL and the BBC in 

December, 9/10 of the 5000 headteachers who responded, had cut one or more of the arts 

subjects from the curriculum in their schools over the last two years.  Interestingly enough, this 

pattern is not mirrored in independent schools, where arts education is regarded as an important 

part of students’ entitlement. 

 

In spite of pressures upon funding, there is no doubt that education in the arts in its broadest 

possible sense remains a priority.  That we are able to offer young people so much exciting 

enrichment is due, in no small part, to the fact that the subjects associated with these activities 

have an equal value on the Ranelagh curriculum. 

 

On 6th March, I was lucky enough to attend the Orchestras Live Sound Around concert in Reading.  

This is an innovate, large-scale touring programme which creates opportunities for young people to 

engage in live orchestral music.  Over the course of the preceding two months, students from 

Ranelagh, worked as Young Producers with musicians from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.  The 

students planned and produced every aspect of the show, which was performed, with the 

orchestra, on three occasions at the Hexigon in Reading.  I was enormously proud of the students 

who were brilliantly creative ambassadors for the school.  During the performance, I sat next to a 

member of Arts Council England who, together with Berkshire Maestros, sponsor the programme.  

Unsurprisingly, she spoke passionately about the value of Arts subjects and activities in schools, 

and what we saw on stage was testament to the value of the school’s commitment to this element 

of young people’s education.   

 

This was just one example of the way in which the attributes of the RSLP – confidence, creativity, 

empathy, resilience, curiosity and independence – are being developed through the work students 

are doing both in and out of the classroom.  As you read on, you will find more. 

 

 

 

 

 



DDDDEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWS    

    

BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology    

Year 13 Year 13 Year 13 Year 13 ----    Stem cell and gene therapy conference, Oxford University, March 15Stem cell and gene therapy conference, Oxford University, March 15Stem cell and gene therapy conference, Oxford University, March 15Stem cell and gene therapy conference, Oxford University, March 15thththth    2018201820182018    

This interactive event provided an opportunity to discuss and debate new developments in stem 

cell therapies and gene editing, as well as the ethical implications of these novel discoveries.  

The speakers were all leading scientists in their field. Included in the conference were talks about 

research into developing new drugs in the fight against cancer; autoimmune conditions such as 

Diabetes type 1; infectious diseases; gene editing for Cystic Fibrosis; gene therapy for Haemophilia 

and severe genetic diseases of childhood such as Duchene Muscular Dystrophy. 

The most inspirational talk was from a man with severe Haemophilia B who has lived through 

disasters and developments in the treatment and care of people living with this life-long genetic 

illness. The current treatment is called prophylaxis; this requires sufferers to inject themselves 

every other day, the aim being to maintain enough clotting factor in the bloodstream to prevent 

bleeds and to avoid life-threatening complications. There is a real hope that gene therapy can 

actually cure this condition in the near future. 

Animal roadshow visit: March 16Animal roadshow visit: March 16Animal roadshow visit: March 16Animal roadshow visit: March 16thththth    2018201820182018    

Our students were able to see and touch a range of 

invertebrates and vertebrates at close quarters including: 

a Burmese python, a tree frog, a giant millipede, whose 

feet felt like you were being stroked with a toothbrush, a 

chameleon, whose skin colour changed depending on his 

mood, and an African spurred tortoise, called Austin. The 

star of the show was Wiltsy, the chicken who 

demonstrated ‘chicken head tracking’. Many birds have 

this ability to keep their heads stationary while their 

bodies move around. The adaptation is to keep the bird’s 

perception of the environment constant despite other 

gyrations of the body. 

 

The ranger informed students how the animals are classified into different groups, how they are 

looked after and the adaptations that make each animal successful. This unique animal handling 

experience was enthusiastically received by all.    

    

Business and EconomicsBusiness and EconomicsBusiness and EconomicsBusiness and Economics    

Congratulations to Team Framed, our Young Enterprise team, made up of Laurence Dadd (12A), 

Adriana Tubb (12D), Harry Dickinson (12C), Oliver Ede (12E), Molly McLean (12C), William Hoggin 

(12A), Christopher Norman (12E), Morgan Sabine (12C) and Romessa Azariah (12D), won the best 

trade stand competition at the Bracknell Trade Fair on Saturday 10th March 2018.  In addition to 

receiving this award, the team made over £100 in sales of their unique scrabble tile pictures.  Don’t 

forget to ask in school if you would like to learn more about their products. 

 

Well done! 

    

    

    



English English English English     

It has been a busy term for key stage 3 students in English, with a whole range of activities taking 

place to suit all pupils! 

    

The Globe Players perform ‘Macbeth’ to Year 8.The Globe Players perform ‘Macbeth’ to Year 8.The Globe Players perform ‘Macbeth’ to Year 8.The Globe Players perform ‘Macbeth’ to Year 8.    

In February, the theatre company The Globe Players came once again to Ranelagh to perform 

‘Macbeth’ to Year 8 pupils who have been studying the play throughout the spring term. Students 

listened and watched intently as the most famous scenes were re-enacted, students and the cast 

provided context and interpretation of the more complex ideas and themes of the play.  The pupils 

agreed that they had a better understanding of Shakespeare’s tragedy after watching the 

performance live. 

    

Year 7 and 8 entries to thYear 7 and 8 entries to thYear 7 and 8 entries to thYear 7 and 8 entries to the BBC 500 Word creative writing competitione BBC 500 Word creative writing competitione BBC 500 Word creative writing competitione BBC 500 Word creative writing competition    

In February, year 7 and 8 pupils were invited to take part in the BBC 500 Word creative writing 

competition linked also with Ranelagh’s House Competition.  Over 60 pupils sent in their entries, 

which were uploaded onto the BBC website to be judged.  Winners will be notified directly. 

The English Department also judged the stories for its own in-house creative writing competition 

and had the challenge of choosing from so many creative and imaginative 500-word stories.  In the 

end, the winning entries were: 

1st place:     Katy Kirkham (7Y)            - Winrow House 

2nd place:   Charlie Woodford (7Y)    - Waterstone House 

3rd place:    Harriet Pennington (8X)  - Braybrooke House 

 

Well done to the winners, but also to all those who took part.  It is great to see so many creative 

pupils in key stage 3. 

 

BBC School ReportBBC School ReportBBC School ReportBBC School Report    

On 15th March 2018, ten Year 8 pupils, Lydia Burch (8U), 

Lauren Spooner (8Y), Charlie Herd (8Y), Rebecca Crowe 

(8V), Tapi Rwarasika (8V), Ellie Cousins (8Y), Charlie 

Dewson (8V), Arthur Narborough-Hall (8V) and Yasmine 

Naji (9V) took part in the first Ranelagh BBC School 

Report, learning first-hand what it was like to be real-life 

journalists, reporting on stories and working to deadlines. 

 

Having spent one lunchtime per week learning how to be ‘BBC journalists’, each group had a brief 

for the day and worked hard writing news stories, interviewing pupils and members of staff and 

editing broadcasts in order to meet strict BBC deadlines, which included uploading their work to 

the Ranelagh website by the end of the school day. 

The day was a whirlwind of activity, during the course 

of which BBC Radio Berkshire contacted the school to 

find out what types of stories pupils were working on.  

 

Pupils involved were all able to develop key Ranelagh 

Learner Profile skills, including creativity, 

independence, resilience, empathy and curiosity, while 

at the same time creating some lasting memories.   

 

For examples of the pupils’ BBC reporting skills, please visit the Ranelagh website and take a look at 

News and Events/BBC School Report. 

    

    



Final Update on Year 7 Read For GoodFinal Update on Year 7 Read For GoodFinal Update on Year 7 Read For GoodFinal Update on Year 7 Read For Good    

Year 7 have raised an amazing £1,793.00 this academic to find reading books and activities in 

hospitals in the UK. 

 

The English Department would like to extend a huge thank you to all year 7 students, parents and 

carers who gave generously to the sponsored ‘Read For Good’ in November 2017. 

 

The winner of this year’s ‘Read For Good’ book voucher for the most money raised for this charity 

was Tilly Thring (7W).  Well done! 

 

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

Berlin Trip 8th-11th February 2018 

 

Year 10 and 11 had a busy but exciting few days in Berlin in February. The trip focused on the Nazi 

Germany and Cold War aspects of the GCSE syllabus.  Students were able to experience a whole 

range of activities relating to these including visiting the Checkpoint Charlie Museum, a Cold War 

walking tour including sections of the Berlin Wall and a visit to the East Side Gallery. Amongst the 

many other visits, students studied Nazi Germany through an excursion to a WWII air raid shelter, 

the Topography of Terror and Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. For the majority of students 

this was their first visit to a concentration camp, a difficult but worthwhile experience.  

 

Year 10 student Hannah Eriksson summed up her experience of this day: 

 

“Before going there, I was expecting it to be tough and thought-provoking, and it definitely was, but 

it was more than that. The visit gave me a perspective I couldn’t have seen by just reading a 

textbook, because I was seeing – with my own eyes – one of the places people were sent to if they 

were in opposition or a threat to Hitler or the Nazis. In the textbooks it’s very matter-of-fact and you 

read the number printed stating how many people were sent to concentration camps, and although 

it does make you think, standing in one for myself, surrounded by the walls that confined the 

prisoners themselves, made me reflect in a different, much deeper and thoughtful way.   

 

When I was there, I learnt about how the concentration camps functioned, not just that they 

existed, and I learnt so much about the terror and control the Nazis had. It was there where I 

realised just how much power and control the Nazis had, but also how seemingly ordinary and 

indifferent some of the people who went along with (and even supported) the Nazis ways were.  

Guards who worked there actually volunteered to be there, but, they also had their own families to 

feed as well. It highlighted to me that it wasn’t just Hitler and high-ranking Nazis involved in the 

persecution of minorities during Nazi rule; people considered normal and ordinary were also 

involved and part of it too. It was also a moment on the trip where I realised how truly horrific the 

conditions at concentration camps were. It made me truly grateful for what I have now, today, and 

what I have to look forward to, in the future.” 

 

Mock trial team successMock trial team successMock trial team successMock trial team success    

Congratulations to the Mock Trial team members who won the Area Round of the competition held 

at Reading Crown Court on Saturday 10th March 2018.  The team came first, and were singled out 

for particular praise by senior judges.  They will now go on to the Regional Final in May.  Thanks go 

to Miss Coventry and Miss Mills who have been training the team since last term ably assisted by 

legal advisers, Mr Chris Juden and Mr Jason Whitten. 

    

Well done to the following team members: 

Magistrates: Charlotte Menon (8W), Harriet Taylor (9X) and Joe Fuller (9X) 



Legal Advisor: James Riley (9V) 

Lawyers: Caitlin Elliot (9X), Alison Patton (9U), Lauren Spooner (8Y) and Phoebe Turner (9Y)  

Witnesses: Sophie Edwards (8U), Eve Lester (8X), Freya Martinez (9W) and Tom Monaghan (9X) 

Usher: Lara Gell (8W) 

Court reporters/reserves: Lydia Burch (8U) and Rachel Hounsell-Roberts (9X) 

Artists: Olivia Davis (9X) and Joel Williams (8Y) 

 

The court artists and reporters participate in an additional event, running alongside the main 

competition.  Students either write a newspaper report or sketch a drawing in the style of a court 

artist. These students were fab too!    

    

PEPEPEPE    

    

Sporting highlights of the term include: 

SwimmingSwimmingSwimmingSwimming    

For the first time in many years, in January, Ranelagh competed at the Ascot Schools Swimming 

Gala. The girls were excited about competing and somewhat nervous. Members of both of our 

teams swam really well and managed to narrowly win the team age group events, beating Marist, 

St George’s, Charters and Heathfield. They also, impressively won all four relay races at the end of 

the meeting. Congratulations to all involved.  

 

NetballNetballNetballNetball    

This season year 7 students represented Bracknell in the Berkshire School Games, achieving victory 

against all of the other district champions, to become 2018 Berkshire School Games Champions.  

Their hard work, commitment and determination paid off.  Huge congratulation to all those who 

took part and thanks to Miss Pearson for her enthusiastic coaching of the team this season.  

 

The year 8 netball team ventured to St George's to compete in the Ascot Schools Tournament 

against challenging opposition.  They won against Charters, LVS and St George’s but lost out to 

Marist.  A special mention has to go to Ella Benson, for being the team’s “pocket rocket,” scoring a 

number of excellent goals. The girls came away with a 2nd place finish and well-earned silver 

medals.   

 

The year 11 netball team played their last netball match as a squad in February, all of the girls 

performed well, winning 37-17 against St Cripsin’s School, a score reflecting the team’s great 

record over the course of their five years at Ranelagh.  We now look forward to seeing many of 

them play in the sixth form super league next season. 

 

In the Super 8 sixth form netball league, the U18 A team, having won all of their games, apart from 

one, which they drew to the eventual overall winners, Holyport.  They finished runners-up in the 

league on goal difference, a great achievement. 

 

The U18 B team have also enjoyed a very positive season and the PE department have been really 

impressed with the enthusiasm and determination displayed by the girls.  They played incredibly 

well, and were rewarded with their best win of the season against Leighton Park.   

    

    



FootballFootballFootballFootball    

This year, Ranelagh’s 1st XI (11) sought to regain the Super 8 Football title.  Their season started 

slowly, as the team recorded a 1-1 draw with Reddam in the opener, before going on to win the 

next two games comfortably against LVS and Halliford.  As luck would have it, Ranelagh’s title 

charge fell short this time around, but Mr Drummond has been incredibly impressed by the 

character of the side. When things were not going their way the Ranelagh side stuck to the task 

and battled to the end of each and every game.  

 

In the last week of term, the Year 11 team played in the final of the Berkshire Plate competition 

against Holyport it was a close game and we won on penalties in the final match to be crowned 

champions. Congratulations! 

 

Cross CountryCross CountryCross CountryCross Country    

In January at the County Cross Country Championships, all runners represented the school really 

well, in typical wet and cold cross-country conditions. 

 

George Thomas (7Z) had a very impressive run.  He fought right to the finish line to become county 

U13 cross-country champion.  Jasmine Young (9V) also won her age group competition.  For the 

first time our U15 girls team of Charlotte Price (8X), Mia Benneyworth (8X), Kitty Mair (8U), Ella 

Benson (8W) and Jasmine Young (9V) beat Charters to win the team event.  

 

On 17th March, four Ranelagh students participated in the English Schools Cross Country 

Championships in Leeds, representing Berkshire.  This is a top level race with the best runners in 

the country competing against one another, having made their way through two tough preliminary 

rounds.  With over 300 runners in each race, we are extremely proud of our girls. Elena Carey (13D) 

finished 19th in the Senior girls race (2nd fastest in Berkshire).  Amy Young (10Z) came 78th in the 

Intermediate Girls (3rd fastest in Berkshire).  Jasmine Young (9V) came 60th and Kitty Mair  (8U) 

160th in the Junior Girls (2nd and 5th fastest in Berkshire). 

 

Indoor AthleticsIndoor AthleticsIndoor AthleticsIndoor Athletics    

In March, year 7 and 8 students represented Bracknell in the Berkshire School Games.  Having 

finished 1st in the girls event and 2nd in the boys’ district round in January.  We had high 

expectations and were certainly not disappointed.  Both teams performed consistently well in the 

track and field:  Charlotte Price (8X), Oscar Roucka-Brown (8W), Kitty Mair (8U), Emmanuel Sadiku 

(7Z), Oliver Gofford (7Z) and Mia Benneyworth (8X) all won their track events.  Their determination 

to win should be applauded; the girls finished way ahead of second place earning themselves gold 

medals and the title of Berkshire Champions, runners from 15 other teams from across the county!  

Congratulations to Charlotte Price (8X), Lili Jones (8X), Kitty Mair (8U), Olivia Gill (8Y), Leila Shaw 

(8Y), Ella Benson (8W), Mia Benneyworth (8X) and Lauren Munday (8V).  The boys finished a very 

respectable 7th out of 15, and they should be equally proud of their performances.   

 

 

Boccia & New Age KurlingBoccia & New Age KurlingBoccia & New Age KurlingBoccia & New Age Kurling    

Well done to students from the Multi Skills Club who took part in the Senior Boccia and New Age 

Kurling competitions at Ranelagh.  They competed against teams from Garth and Edgbarrow.  We 

entered 5 teams, who all played extremely well.  Hazel Owen (9X), Annie Spink (9Z) and Raees 

Hussain (8V) were the most successful team finishing in 2nd place in the Boccia competition.  Thank 

you to Ranelagh Young Ambassadors, Suzie Mair (10Y), Justin Stanger (10V), Daniels Tolkacevs 

(10Z) and Freya Johnson (11Z) who did an incredible job officiating at the event.   

 

 

 



Young AmbassadorsYoung AmbassadorsYoung AmbassadorsYoung Ambassadors    

Congratulations to to our three Young Ambassadors from last year Chris Emes (11V), Chris Garrett 

(11X) and Freya Johnson (11Z), for successfully completing their Level 1 in Sports Leadership.  A 

special mention should also go to Freya Johnson for reaching her 50 hours of volunteering in the PE 

department.  Freya is a valued and committed leader at multi skills club and is always on hand to 

offer support at various matches and tournaments.   

 

 

SERVISERVISERVISERVICE IN THE COMMUNITYCE IN THE COMMUNITYCE IN THE COMMUNITYCE IN THE COMMUNITY    

    

‘Jamie’s Concert‘Jamie’s Concert‘Jamie’s Concert‘Jamie’s Concert    

    

Parents, grandparents and carers of children on Parents, grandparents and carers of children on Parents, grandparents and carers of children on Parents, grandparents and carers of children on the autism spectrum are welcomethe autism spectrum are welcomethe autism spectrum are welcomethe autism spectrum are welcome     

a free piano recital being held at the Winchfield festival ata free piano recital being held at the Winchfield festival ata free piano recital being held at the Winchfield festival ata free piano recital being held at the Winchfield festival at    11am 11am 11am 11am     on Friday on Friday on Friday on Friday 22nd June 2018, at St 22nd June 2018, at St 22nd June 2018, at St 22nd June 2018, at St 

Mary's, Winchfield RG27 8DBMary's, Winchfield RG27 8DBMary's, Winchfield RG27 8DBMary's, Winchfield RG27 8DB 

 

As part of the festival’s outreach programme, the acclaimed pianist, Noriko Ogawa, will be giving a 

piano recital specifically for parents and carers of children and young people on the autism 

spectrum.  The recital is timed to take place in the morning, when children are at school. 

 

Noriko has a special interest in autism. When she first moved to London she lived with the family of 

a child with severe autism - Jamie.  Noriko felt that by helping parents of autistic children to relax in 

a musical setting with other families in similar circumstances, she would be indirectly helping their 

children.  And so the successful 'Jamie's Concerts' were born.  For more details 

see   http://uk.jamiesconcerts.com/ 

After the concert, Noriko will serve tea and biscuits and the audience will have time to chat in an 

informal setting. 

 

To reserve your free ticket, contact Kirsty Cary at   kirstycary@gmail.com  or on 07891 193805. 

 

NSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number DayNSPCC Number Day  

Thank you for your generosity in supporting this cause the students raised a total of £1,276.43.   

 

    

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIES    

 

A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available during the spring term: 

 

Department Activity Year Group Day / Time Location 

English Creative writing club Years 7, 8, 9 Wednesday  

12.50pm-

1.20pm  

S44 

MFL French GCSE revision Year 11 Tuesday 

12.30pm-1pm 

S39 

Spanish A Level speaking clinic Year 12 & 13 Monday 

12.30pm-

1.20pm 

S38 

Spanish GCSE revision Year 11 Wednesday – wk 

1 

& Tuesday wk 2 

S36 & 

S38 



12.30pm-

1.20pm 

Spanish & French – Spelling Bee 

practice 

Year 7 

Invitation 

only 

Friday 

12.30pm-

1.00pm 

S37  

SEN Photography club Invitation 

only 

Thursday  

12.35 – 13.20pm 

O1 

 

 

ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

    

School opening times School opening times School opening times School opening times     

The School Office will be open on Tuesday 3rd April until Friday 6th April 2018 over the Easter holidays. 

 

 

News from the finance officeNews from the finance officeNews from the finance officeNews from the finance office––––    new onew onew onew onnnn----line payment systemline payment systemline payment systemline payment system    

 

We are going completely cashless!   

 

After Easter, work will be going on behind the scenes to 

change to a new on-line payment system.  From 4th June 

2018, the canteen will have new tills, supplied by Biostore, 

and online payments will be going through a company called 

sQuid.  The revaluer machine that students and staff 

currently used to add cash to their accounts will be removed,  

therefore, all payments will need to be made online.  Only in 

extreme circumstances will the finance office accept cash to 

top up catering accounts. 

 

All parents, guardians and staff will receive more information 

in due course.  This will include details of the mobile app that 

can be downloaded to access your sQuid account and all the 

necessary information to create accounts and link students to 

them. 

 

Any monies on Scopay accounts will be automatically carried across to sQuid.  All emails from 

school will be sent via sQuid. 

 

STAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFINGSTAFFING    

As is customary at the end of term we say goodbye to staff who are moving on to pastures new.  

We would like to thank Mr Drummond for all that he has contributed to the PE department and his 

year group here at Ranelagh.  We wish him well as he leaves us to take up his new role as Deputy 

Headteacher at Heathermount School.  

 

New StaffNew StaffNew StaffNew Staff    

In March, we also welcomed back a familiar face, Mr Paul Crowhurst as our new Science Technician 

for Physics. In April, we also welcome a new member to the English department, Ms Elisa Girle.  We 

wish both colleagues a happy and successful time on the team here at Ranelagh.  

 

 

 

 



SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

PTAPTAPTAPTA    ––––    Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1). 

 

Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh Friends of Ranelagh ––––    News and updates (Appendix 2).  

 

 

STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL    

    

Our congratulations to Elliott Kemp (13E) on his team win at the Schools Head on the Tideway 

rowing event held on 12th March 2018.  The team broke the record by 27 seconds and went on to 

win the Sculling Head, the following day at Dorney. 

  

    

Elliott third from the front 

    

NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTSNEWS OF FORMER STUDENTSNEWS OF FORMER STUDENTSNEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS    

 

Uganda 2018Uganda 2018Uganda 2018Uganda 2018----TEAMS ExpeditionTEAMS ExpeditionTEAMS ExpeditionTEAMS Expedition    ----    Matthew and Mrs Matthew and Mrs Matthew and Mrs Matthew and Mrs DickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinson    ----    UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate    

Thanks to the generous donations received from 

Ranelagh students, parents and staff, Matthew and 

Mrs Dickinson have returned this term from a highly 

successful three-week trip to Gulu in Uganda. Their 

group was able to take a total of eight suitcases of 

donated items. They packed and repacked 650 

toothbrushes and 10kg of bras along with pants, baby 

grows and children’s hats. After two flights and a six 

hour drive from Kampala to Gulu they were 

overwhelmed by the genuine warmth and generosity 

of the Ugandan staff at the TEAMS centre in Layibi.  

 



Mrs Dickinson quickly put her teaching skills to good use, visiting several local primary and 

secondary schools to observe lessons and see how the 

students learn.  She was able to do Saturday morning 

tutoring sessions with the Agape Orphans, sponsored 

by TEAMS. Biology was at the forefront of the lessons, 

with the students learning about enzymes and 

osmosis; “working scientifically” became an important 

aspect of their time together. The schools in Uganda 

have very large class sizes, averaging 100 students, and 

very few resources. The students relished the 

opportunity to create spinners and time their fall, as 

they learnt about data collection methods and graph 

work.  

Towards the end of their trip, Mrs Dickinson provided two 

INSET sessions for the local teachers with a focus on 

supporting them to deliver “working scientifically” effectively 

within their own classrooms.  She was even permitted to 

teach the Agape students some Maths and Physics, working 

on significant figures and performing a thermometer 

experiment with only a straw and a mug. Creativity was 

incredibly important.  The students loved the opportunity to 

actually “do an experiment”. 

While Mrs Dickinson was teaching in local schools, Matthew was able to run several successful ICT 

training sessions for the staff at the TEAMS centre, working on a range of skills from how to turn on 

a computer, to more advanced functions like spreadsheets. 

He also worked in the plant nursery, moving seedlings to a 

new site near the road and water borehole so that TEAMS 

could make some revenue from selling young plants. With 

temperatures above 35 degrees, volunteers worked hard to 

mark out and dig the foundations for a new pastor’s house 

and other residential units as well as decorating an existing 

office. 

Other members of the group ran incredible sewing sessions 

for students. They were faced with the impossible task of managing a classroom of eager students, 

a thousand sharp needles and sewing machines alongside the constant hazard of several mobile 

babies/toddlers. The successful outcome of the sessions was an amazing achievement! 

The group went on several non-teaching visits around Gulu to 

distribute the items donated by Ranelagh. In a remote farming 

village children received pens for school, woolly hats and 

footballs. A visit to the maternity and surgical wards of the 

hospital gave the opportunity to donate toothbrushes, woolly 

hats and babygrows to the infants there. In an interesting three 

hour fitting session, the ladies at the prison were left with bras 

and pants for both the inmates and guards. Bras were fitted for 

size over the top of their prison uniforms! Fun Day activities and 

Sunday school sessions were run for the local children, which not 

only provided them with hours of laughter, but also hats, pants, 

toothbrushes and bananas that came with a mandatory lesson 

on the function of “waste bins”.  



 

Overall the trip was an amazing success, so many thanks to everyone at Ranelagh for your support. 

The donations were all received with tremendous gratitude.  Matthew and Mrs Dickinson were 

truly humbled by their experiences in Uganda. If you would like to continue to support TEAMS, 

please visit their website: www.teamsonline.org 

Matthew and Mrs Dickinson 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

Easter HolidayEaster HolidayEaster HolidayEaster Holiday    Friday 30Friday 30Friday 30Friday 30thththth    March to Friday 13March to Friday 13March to Friday 13March to Friday 13thththth    April April April April     

Saturday 31Saturday 31Saturday 31Saturday 31stststst    March to Sunday 8March to Sunday 8March to Sunday 8March to Sunday 8thththth    April April April April ––––    Ski Trip Ski Trip Ski Trip Ski Trip ––––    Invitation Invitation Invitation Invitation 

onlyonlyonlyonly    

Monday 16Monday 16Monday 16Monday 16    AprilAprilAprilApril    Professional Training DayProfessional Training DayProfessional Training DayProfessional Training Day    

Tuesday 17Tuesday 17Tuesday 17Tuesday 17    AprilAprilAprilApril    Start of Summer TermStart of Summer TermStart of Summer TermStart of Summer Term    

Summer UniformSummer UniformSummer UniformSummer Uniform    

 

Wednesday 25 April Yr 9 Food - Westminster Kingsway College (by invitation only) 

Thursday 26 April  Shakespeare Festival – all years 

Monday 30  April Year 7 Geography – Bracknell (this week) 

Tuesday  1  May Year 10 Art visit to Tate Britain, London (by invitation only) 

Wednesday 2 May – Tuesday 8 May Spanish exchange students at Ranelagh 

Monday 7 MayMonday 7 MayMonday 7 MayMonday 7 May    Bank Holiday Bank Holiday Bank Holiday Bank Holiday     

Wednesday 9 May Year 7 theatre trip to London – Lion King (by invitation only) 

Thursday 10 May Holy Communion 

Friday 18 May Year 11 independent study begins 

Saturday 19 May Big Tidy 

Thursday 24 May Year 12 Geography physical fieldwork 

Friday 25 May  Year 13 independent study begins 

Monday 28 May (Bank Holiday) Monday 28 May (Bank Holiday) Monday 28 May (Bank Holiday) Monday 28 May (Bank Holiday) ––––    

Friday 1 Friday 1 Friday 1 Friday 1 JuneJuneJuneJune    

Half Term Half Term Half Term Half Term     

Monday 4 JuneMonday 4 JuneMonday 4 JuneMonday 4 June    Start of termStart of termStart of termStart of term    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Ranelagh Student Learning ProfileThe Ranelagh Student Learning ProfileThe Ranelagh Student Learning ProfileThe Ranelagh Student Learning Profile    

Students in our care need not only the knowledge and skills for 

academic achievement, but also the traits that will help them 

prepare for the future.  We continue in our efforts to ensure that  

the Ranelagh Student Learner Profile (RSLP) qualities underpin 

everything that we do and form an integral part of our learning 

climate: 

• Students who are self-assured and confidentconfidentconfidentconfident are more likely to 

take risks, see mistakes as learning opportunities and be open to 

new learning experiences. 

• Students who are creativecreativecreativecreative use inventive, resourceful and original 

ways to learn. They produce learning outcomes that 

demonstrate their ingenuity and imagination. 

• Students who are resilientresilientresilientresilient are able to keep learning even when they find work difficult.  They 

show flexibility and stamina.  

• Students who are empatheticempatheticempatheticempathetic can listen, understand and learn from others.  They are well 

placed to work as part of a team and they show warmth, humour and positivity. 

• Students who are curiouscuriouscuriouscurious are keen to enquire and will ask questions, with a genuine interest to 

learn more. 

• Students who are independentindependentindependentindependent are self-motivated and have self-belief; they understand how 

they learn and can manage themselves.  

If you have not already done so, please have a look at the new RSLP section of our website over the 

Easter break. There you can read about how students are being encouraged in school, to be 

confident, creative, resilient, empathetic, curious and independent learners.  You will also find 

helful strategies that can be used at home to help children further develop these important traits.  

 

And finally…And finally…And finally…And finally…    

    

I would like to close with a note of thanks to members of our PTA committee, who, once again 

orchestrated another very successful quiz night last Friday.  They give generously of their time in 

order to raise valuable funds for the school and they do it with good cheer.  I would also like to 

acknowledge the work of Lucy and Simon Hutson, who design and deliver our quizzes each year.  A 

great deal of thought goes into these and, yet again, our quiz master did an excellent job of 

enthusing, inspiring and perplexing us all. 

 

Wish you and your families peace and joy this Easter. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

   
Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher    



Appendix 1 

Ranelagh PTA 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

Firstly, a quick thank you to all the parents who help and support our events.  Without your 

dedication, these events would not be possible, so a BIG thank you. 

Quiz Night 

This was my first Ranelagh Quiz night and it won’t be my last.  It was an amazing evening arranged 

by  Lucy and Simon Hutson who did a great job of organising the teams and running the night raising 

£2000, which we are hopeful that Microsoft are able to match fund. They have promised to arrange 

another one next year so if you missed out on ticket this time round, get in early as they are always a 

sell-out. 

Look out for details after the Easter Holidays for the following events and how to get tickets 

Upcoming events 

Year 7 Disco Thursday 22 May 

Ranelagh Night with Elvis Shmelvis  Friday 29 June 

 “I thought I heard Elvis singing, then I walked around the corner and it was Elvis Shmelvis” – Chris 

Tarrant, “An outstanding voice” – Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber  

 Founders Day Saturday 7 July 

 

Easyfundraising.org.uk 

This is a great way to raise money for the school so sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk and make 

'Ranelagh School PTA Berkshire' your chosen cause to support.  

By doing this, whenever you buy anything online, the retailer will make a donation to the school to 

say thank you for shopping with them. It costs you absolutely nothing and means the school receives 

a welcome donation as a reward. Once you've signed up you just carry on shopping online as normal 

and either visit the easyfundraising.org.uk website and search for your retailer, or set a little 

reminder on your browser, which can prompt you to click it, so that anything you buy will be 

registered to your chosen cause.  

Alternatively, you can download the app so you won’t forget to use it when shopping. 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful and restful Easter break and look forward to seeing you at 

some of our future events. 

 

Many thanks 

Ranelagh PTA 
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Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does Ranelagh need the support of the Friends? 

Over the past few years school income has fallen, as shown in the graph below. The school has done its best to 

reduce costs to manage this drop in income, but does not want to take money from the teaching and learning 

budget. Unfortunately, in the current funding climate, the money provided by the Friends cannot be used to 

support new expenditure as it has in the past, since the donations made to the Friends are vital in preventing the 

need for the school to make cuts in key areas and to enable it to maintain a pleasant learning environment 

School income 

 

At the last meeting of the Friends’ trustees, Mrs Stevens thanked our donors for their generosity as their 

contributions really make a difference and are much appreciated. Sadly, the level of contributions to the Friends 

has fallen sharply recently and it is unlikely that we will be able to provide the current level of support for much 

longer if this downward trend continues. The school are reliant on the money from the Friends and will suffer if 

the contributions continue to fall. 

New Donations to Friends of Ranelagh
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Getting in touch with the Friends of Ranelagh? 

If you would like to get in touch with the Friends, you can contact us through the Friends of Ranelagh section of 

the school website or by emailing fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. You can find out more about 

the Friends by looking on the Charity Commission website www.charity-commission.gov.uk 

 

BT MyDonate 

We apologise if you have unsuccessfully tried to make a donation to us via the BT Mydonate link on the website as 

this was not working for a few weeks. We have now remedied the situation and you are welcome to use the link 

below. 

 

New Projects 

The Friends has recently given the school £24,800 to fund 2 projects. The first project is a 2 part IT project. It 

involves a redesign and refit of C57, including the provision of 20 new PCs. This will enable this room to 

accommodate a technology group, as more space is needed to allow students to work on their coursework. The 

sixth form are also benefitting from additional PCs in their study area. The second project is a catering project, 

designed to modernise the tills and payment system in the dining area. Not only will this improve the cashless 

catering system, but it is also expected to create an annual saving of £2,400. Look out for more details of these 

projects next term. 

                                    


