
 

 

 

20th October 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

It is difficult to believe that half term is already upon us.  Students and staff have been 

enormously busy since September, both in the classroom and through their involvement in a host 

of other opportunities, which make up the wider curriculum. 

 

Students in year 7 have settled extremely well and have thrown themselves into secondary 

school life with gusto, something which was illustrated particularly well at the recent series of 

visits to Oakwood activity centre.  Other year groups have also been out and about.  In 

September, sixth form Art students visited the Royal Academy and National Gallery in London; 

GCSE A level Drama students have been to Oxford and, as part of their Geography curriculum, 

those in year 9 have enjoyed a very successful day at Kew Gardens.  In the pages that follow you 

will find a lively write-up of a visit to Coppid Beach Hotel from a group of students in year 8, 

whilst those studying Food for GCSE spent a day at Jimmy’s Farm. 

 

In addition to enjoying seeing students embrace these enrichment activities, which form such an 

important part of their learning, I have also been pleased to see how well they have settled to 

their various programmes of study in lessons.  Reforms to the A level and GCSE qualifications are 

making themselves felt across all year groups and students are stepping up to the challenge. 

 

In the evenings, Ranelagh has also been a busy place.  We welcomed the majority of you to one 

or more of our parent briefings at the start of term and there was a wonderful response to the 

first of our Parent Prayer Group meetings led by Beth Quainton on Monday 9th October.  The PE 

department held their annual Sports Award evening in the Main Hall.  Staff, students and their 

families enjoyed a look back at last year’s fixtures and events and, amongst a plethora of 

certificates and awards, Toby Illingworth (Y11 2016-2017), Amy Young (Y10), Darcy Young (Y11) 

and Matthew Quainton (Y8) were presented with the coveted Sports Personality of the Year 

awards. 

 

The second half of the term promises to be just as busy as the first, so I hope that students all 

enjoy the much-needed opportunity to re-charge their batteries before our return on 30th 

October 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

DDDDEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWS    

    

ArtArtArtArt    

On Monday 16th October, Florence Brockman and Isabelle Davis 

attended the unveiling of their “speech mark” artwork created to 

mark the opening of the Lexicon.  Their superb artwork is hanging 

with other examples from schools across Bracknell Forest.    

 
    

    

DramaDramaDramaDrama    

Whole School Show - By Michael (Max Booth 10V) 

The Peter Pan cast is off to a flying start (pun intended). The Lost Boys have hugged, sung, cried, 

protected their patch and had a snooze on the stage. Wendy has fought, snuck, flown, told 

stories, kissed, given out buttons to Peter, and mothered the Lost Boys. Michael and John have 

made friends, fought battles real and pretend, and have fitted right in with the Lost Boys.  

 

It goes without saying cast members are having fun, and are doing our best to put on an amazing 

show. As part of the preparations, we would like to extend an invitation to parents who would 

like to get involved, or know of someone who could help. For example, are you a keen 

seamstress? Do you enjoy woodwork or construction?  Do you know someone who is good with 

sound systems? We would welcome your contribution to any area of production: lighting, sound, 

costume, props or set. 

 

If you feel you would like to join us in Neverland with your expertise, we would be very pleased to 

hear from you. Please email Mrs Bamford with an indication of your interest on 

hbamford@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 

I would love to bring this progress report to a tidy conclusion, but a hoard of angry pirates are 

calling my name. Some pirates just never learn. AAAARRRGH! 

 

 

EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    

An Introduction to English this term 

The autumn term looks to be very busy for our pupils in both key stage 3 and key stage 4 classes. 

 

Welcome to Year 7 

Pupils in Year 7 have settled in well, having completed their first unit of work entitled ‘This is Me’ 

as an introduction to Ranelagh life.  After half term they will be taking part in the popular 

sponsored annual ReadathonReadathonReadathonReadathon, which will take place in the week beginning Monday 20th 

November 2017.  Students will be given the chance to read for pleasure during all English lessons, 

in order to raise money for children in hospital.   Look out for the sponsorship forms for this 

worthwhile charity, which will be given out after half term in English lessons. 

 



 

Years 10 and 11 

Years 10 and 11 have spent the term honing their reading and writing skills for English language 

and literature GCSE components.  The level of motivation students are already showing this year 

indicates a clear commitment to do well. 

 

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

Reading Crown Court Open Day – Saturday 9th September 2017 

On Saturday 9th September 2017, four of our students took part in his annual Open Day.  Allan 

Brownridge JP,  described them as having “acted brilliantly in character and performed their roles 

in the cases in front of the High Court Judges with impeccable accuracy.”  Congratulations go to 

Alison Patton (9U), Jess Clayton-Rowley (10Z), Emily Walters (9U) and Phoebe Walker (10X).  

Thanks also goes to, Mrs Coventry who organised their participation. 

    

MFLMFLMFLMFL    

This year, to commemorate the European Day of Languages, and to celebrate the different 

cultures of the world, the MFL Department hosted a series of events throughout the week 

commencing 25th September.  

    

The week started with a bang, or rather a song, when several KS5 students, along with teachers, 

hijacked the whole school assembly on Monday morning with a flash mob of “Despacito”.  

Tuesday saw the school community taking part in the “Speak a foreign language” challenge 

where students had to the task of identifying the teacher who the spoke most in a foreign 

language. Congratulations to Mr Johnson for winning the competition by speaking 8 different 

languages! 

To round off the week,we joined Food Technology for a “World food cooking challenge” on 

Thursday and Friday, with lots of students coming together to cook a variety of dishes from 

around the world. These ranged from crepes and lasagnas to tortillas and salads. Well done to all 

involved. The standard was superb, and congratulations to the winning teams who cooked lamb 

koftas, flatbreads and a Greek salad on Thursday and Thai fusion dishes on 

Friday.  

An enjoyable week was had by all, and the MFL Department would like to 

thank everyone for their involvement and for joining us in celebrating the 

fantastic and diverse world we live in.  

    

    

MusicMusicMusicMusic    

Chamber Concert 

Students of all ages and abilities joined the Music Department for an informal chamber concert 

to celebrate the hard work, dedication and creativity of our musicians. Performances ranged 

from a bassoon sarabande, to My Fair Lady and an original composition by Year 9 students. Our 

students did Ranelagh and the Music Department proud with performances of maturity and 

sensitivity. Congratulations to all involved! 

 



 

Steer Bursary 

Ten gifted musicians auditioned this half term for the Steer Bursary. The auditions were of an 

incredibly high standard and ranged from piano solos, violin solos, and even two bagpipe 

performances! All of the students were impeccably prepared for their audition and really did 

themselves justice. The winners of the bursary will be announced in the next newsletter and you 

can expect to see the recipients performing in the Christmas Concert. 

 

Extra-curricular Music 

The Music Department has been buzzing this half term with many extra-curricular ensembles 

taking place. Members of the Junior Choir have been preparing a song from ‘School of Rock’, 

whilst the Senior Choir has been rehearsing ‘Rhythm of Life’ and ‘Panis Angelicus’. The Senior 

Orchestra has been rehearsing a medley from James Bond, which is sounding fantastic already 

whilst the Junior Wind band has been playing ‘Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy’. Alongside this we 

also have String Group, Guitar Federation and Brass group making fantastic music every week! It 

has been impressive to see so many of our musicians making music and showing commitment 

and determination every week. We look forward to hearing them perform in the Christmas 

Concert! 

 

If any students would like to join an extra-curricular group, it is not too late! They should visit the 

Music Department at any time where staff will be happy to tell them more. 

 

Mr Coventry and the Music Department 

    

PE PE PE PE     

Sports Report October 2017 

We are working hard this year to try to make things easier for you to locate information for 

fixtures, clubs and after school activities.  We hope that you have been able to use the google 

calendar to check details of fixtures.  It is accessed via the school website under sports clubs and 

fixtures.  Do have a look if you have not seen it already. We are certainly finding it very useful as 

we are able to readily update it and share information with you.  We would welcome any 

feedback you might have; in the meantime, thank you to Mr Drummond who spent a long time 

over the summer getting this set up.  

 

One thing we are not able to share via the on-line calendar due to safeguarding issues is team 

sheets.  Please encourage your son/daughter to indicate their availability for matches on the 

yellow sheets in the folders outside the PE office or on the sheets on the notice board following 

which they should continue to check the team sheets regularly to see whether they have been 

selected.  Once a pupil has indicated that they are available to play in a fixture we do expect them Once a pupil has indicated that they are available to play in a fixture we do expect them Once a pupil has indicated that they are available to play in a fixture we do expect them Once a pupil has indicated that they are available to play in a fixture we do expect them 

to fulfil that commitmentto fulfil that commitmentto fulfil that commitmentto fulfil that commitment.  We need to know if an emergency has arisen that means they are no 

longer able to play, so that we can find a replacement.  The sporting reputation of Ranelagh is 

very important to us and part of that means making sure that if we have made a commitment to 

play, then we always turn up with a full team.  Please make sure that you all help us to achieve 

this.     

 

Netball 

In their first matches representing Ranelagh the U12 A team fought back from being 5 - 1 down in 

the first quarter to finish 14 – 13.  The B team fought hard but unfortunately lost.  The girls 

showed great determination and all had a fighting spirit which was displayed in their 

play.   Players of the match were Grace Monaghan for the A team and Alex Gulliver for the B 

team.   



 

In the U13 match against Edgbarrow the A team lost 2-0 whilst the B team drew.  Players of the 

match were Ella Benson and Dalia Fraga, who kindly stepped in from Yr 7 and played fantastically 

well.  Special mention goes to Grace Monaghan who is also from Yr 7; she scored all 4 goals for 

the year 8 team! 

 

In the U18 South East Berkshire Netball tournament a mixed team from year 12 and 13 who had 

not had any opportunity to train together quickly gelled and surprised themselves to finish in a 

creditable 5th place out of 12 teams having beaten Charters, Marist, two teams from St Mary’s, 

Maiden Erlegh, Luckley House and St George’s. Congratulations to all who played. We look 

forward to a successful super league season next term. 

 

Yr 10 House Netball results  

1st Waterson 

2nd Braybrooke 

3rd Cleave 

4th Winrow 

 

Years 7-11 House Hockey 

Some exciting matches were played during the tournament with particularly influential attacking 

skills from Hope Boraman and Susie Mair and solid defensive play by Katie Satchell.  Cleave 

finished first winning both of their matches 2-0.  

 

Rugby 

The U15s travelled to Reddam House for their first game of the season.  Spirits were high and 

enthusiasm was shown on the pitch. Josh Ede went over for a score early on before a second 

chance a little later with Bradley Herrington being denied by a dogged defence. Josh also added a 

conversion. Final score Ranelagh 17 – Reddam 5.  

  

In the U16 match against Garth the game started with a break away try from George Castle after 

he smashed through two tackles. There was then a quiet period, where defence was the key with 

big hits happening from both teams. Harvey Ray sneaked over to touch down just before half 

time and TJ Wells got one of the two conversions. The second half was then a hit back from Garth 

after Ranelagh started to ring the changes for a final score of 12 all. 

 

In the U13 match against Edgbarrow, Ranelagh won 20-10. There was a great first try by James 

Gillard in the starting minutes followed by three victorious runs by Jonty Curtis.  

 

The U13s also participated in a tournament against Sandhurst, Garth, Brakenhale and Edgbarrow. 

The team played well throughout, winning 3 out of the 4 games and losing only one game in the 

last 10 seconds against Sandhurst. 

    

The U12 side in their first competitive fixture for the school faced a tough battle against 

Trevelyan school. Led by Freddie Bruce, the team performed exceptionally well in defence in 

limiting the opposition to only 2 tries before registering 4 themselves by Noah Gregory-Morelli, 

Bradley Manyika and Oli Gofford, in order to win 20-10. 

 

Yr 8 & 9 House Rugby results 

1.       Braybrooke 

2.       Cleave 

3.       Waterson 

4.       Winrow 

 



 

Football 

A combined group of Year 8 & 9 pupils played Luckley House Year 9s. With a blend of neat 

passing patterns and quick feet, Ranelagh managed to overpower the Luckley House side, 

outscoring them 5 goals to 2. Man of the match goes to Harris Doran for showing great skills in 

moving the ball out from defence. 

     

Cross Country 

In the recent county round of the ESAA cross country cup the Junior girls finished second behind 

Charters school.  The Inter girls finished second behind Downe House and the Junior boys 

finished fifth. Both of the girl’s teams have now qualified for the regional round of this National 

competition which takes place in November. 

 

Sports Council 

Sports Council had their first meeting on Friday at which new reps were welcomed and 

introduced to their roles.  Key dates were outlined and fresh initiatives and ideas discussed.  As 

well as building on last year’s success to increase the participation and profile of house 

competitions, representatives considered how a Sport England campaign could be utilised within 

school to engage even more students in sport. 

    

Information regarding Sport Clubs and fixtures can be found on the School website – School 

Information/Sports Clubs and fixtures or clicking on the following link; 

http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/ 

 

 

TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology    (Food)(Food)(Food)(Food)    

Coppid Beech Hotel Visit 

On Friday 13th October a group of Year 8s were invited to visit the Coppid Beech Hotel in 

Bracknell for some afternoon tea and to meet and talk to the head chef.   

 

When we arrived, we bundled out of the mini bus and headed to the front of the hotel, which 

looked very smart, with large triangular shapes and a lovely glass atrium. The receptionists met us 

and they escorted us to a long table at the back of one of the large downstairs rooms. We all sat 

down and the waitresses brought out fantastic looking tiered cake stands full of some amazing 

food. 

 

On the bottom plate were a selection of sandwiches in stacks of four in brown and white bread. 

There was egg mayonnaise, salmon, cucumber and ham, which were all delicious! The second tier 

had some amazing fluffy, soft scones that everyone adored. We all wondered how they had 

managed to make them so soft. On the last tier were some gorgeous cakes including brownies 

and passion fruit cheesecakes. That one was one of my favourites!  We also were served tea, 

which the waitresses kept topping up – I don’t think I’ve ever drunk so much tea! 

 

After we had eaten, the Head Chef came out from the kitchen and talked to us about his cooking 

career, all the impressive places where he had worked and some of his favourite recipes.  We 

asked him how he made his scones so soft and he said that he baked them wrapped in silver foil – 

I will try this with my next batch of scones! 

 

Before we left, we had a quick look around the ground floor of the hotel and admired the 

impressive fish tanks that they have in the ceiling.  We returned to school feeling very full and 

inspired to try some cooking of our own. 

 

Amy Adams 8W 

    



 

STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOLSTUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL        

On Friday 29th September, Mrs Stevens attended the Figure Skating Gala at Bracknell Ice Skating 

Club. There she saw: Jane Nelhams and Jessica Mackie perform free skating solos.  Later in the 

programme, Keziah Sugden, Jane and Jessica skated in the National Team Challenge.  All were 

very impressive in their individual and team performances and won the admiration of various 

dignitaries present, including the Lady Mayor. 

    

CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES    

This term we have an extensive range of enrichment activities on offer.  Please encourage your 

child to get involved in some of the activities below: 

    

Department Activity Year Group Time Location 

Drama Drama Club Year 9  Monday 

12.45 – 1.25pm 

Studio 

Drama Club Year 8  Monday 

12.45 – 1.25pm 

C56 

Drama Club Year 7 Wednesday 

12.45 – 1.25pm 

Studio 

Production 

meeting 

Years 7-12 Thursday 

12.45 – 1.25pm 

S52 

English Creative 

Writing Club 

Years 7, 8 and 9 Wednesday 

12.50 – 1.20pm 

S44 

MFL French GCSE 

revision 

Year 11 Tuesday 12.30 – 

1.00pm (Week 1) 

S39 

Spanish GCSE 

revision 

Year 11 Wednesday  

12.30 – 1.00pm 

S36 

Spanish Year 11 Tuesday  

12.30 – 1.00pm 

S36 

PE Badminton 

Squad 

Years 7-11 Monday 

12.45 – 1.15pm 

Sports Hall 

Basketball Years 7-9 Friday 

12.45 – 1.15pm 

Sports Hall 

Multi Skills Years 7-11 Wednesday 

12.45 – 1.15pm 

Sports Hall 

Netball Year 7 Tuesday 

12.45 – 1.15pm 

Sports Hall 

Table Tennis 

(Coach) 

All Alternative Thursdays 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Sports Hall 

Handball 

(Coach) 

Years 8-11 Friday 

3.45 – 5.15pm 

Sports Hall 

Fitness Years 10-13 Every Lunchtime 

12.45 -  1.15pm 

Fitness 

Room 

Dance All Wednesday & 

Thursday 

12.45 – 1.15pm 

Gym 

Netball U16/U14 County 

Tournament Squads 

Monday 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Sports Hall 

Netball Years 7-9 Wednesday 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Sports Hall 



Netball Years 9-11 Thursday  

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Sports Hall 

alternate 

Thursdays 

Badminton Years 7-11 Tuesday 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Sports Hall 

Dance Group All Wednesday 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Gym 

Hockey Club Years 7-11 Friday 

3.35 – 4.45pm 

Dates TBC 

when astro 

booking is 

confirmed 

Football/ 

Rugby 

Various Various 

3.35 – 4.45pm (please 

check) 

Bracknell 

Town FC 

Science Physics – 

Examination 

Workshops 

Year 13 Thursday  

3.40 – 4.30pm 

O9 

Chemistry – 

Examination 

Workshops 

Year 13 Tuesday 

3.40 – 4.30pm 

O9 

Chemistry – 

Examination 

Workshops 

Year 13 Thursday 

3.40 – 4.30pm 

O9 

    

SCHOOL COUNCILSCHOOL COUNCILSCHOOL COUNCILSCHOOL COUNCIL    

On Wednesday 18th October 2017, the School Council had its first meeting of the new academic 

year.  Items on the agenda included: Ranelagh School Council Constitution, Election of roles, 

Charlites 2017-2018, Link Groups (Youth Council) and Year Group matters.  The Year Teams and 

Link Groups were represented as follows: 

School CouncilSchool CouncilSchool CouncilSchool Council    RepresentativesRepresentativesRepresentativesRepresentatives    

Chairman Jacob Kilby (Y13) 

Vice Chair Edward Barnard (Y12) 

Secretary Cordelia Tubb (Y13) 

Year 7 Oliver Anamoah / Dalia Fraga 

Year 8 Charlie Herd / Lauren Spooner 

Year 9 Indy Roper / Anne Spink 

Year 10 Warwick Saywell/Jennifer Bygrave 

Year 11 Georgia Bell /Ollie Warren 

Year 12 Edward Barnard / Holly Hains 

Year 13 Ben Brown / Abbie Charman 

Captains (Year 13)Captains (Year 13)Captains (Year 13)Captains (Year 13)    Jack Dickinson / Hannah Elliot 

Vice Captains (Year 13) Anna Hall / Richard Mellor / Cordelia Tubb 

Sports CouncilSports CouncilSports CouncilSports Council    Marie Bogaert (Year 13)  

Chris Garrett (Year 11) 

Christian UnionChristian UnionChristian UnionChristian Union    Kieran Evans (Year 12) 

Youth CouncilYouth CouncilYouth CouncilYouth Council    Ellis Johnson (Y10) 

Canteen Link PersonCanteen Link PersonCanteen Link PersonCanteen Link Person    Marie Bogaert (Y13) 

PR Person (SC)PR Person (SC)PR Person (SC)PR Person (SC)    Holly Hains (Y12) 

    

    



ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

 

Uniform Uniform Uniform Uniform     

All students are now wearing winter uniform.  However, we would be grateful if you would work 

with the school to ensure uniform always looks smart by reminding your son/daughter of the 

following points: 

 

Please remember that: 

- Shirts/blouses must must must must be tucked in 

- Skirts must not be rolled up 

- No jewellery, except as stated in prospectus 

- Long hair must be tied back off the face; no extreme hairstyles 

- Black shoes only – no boots or trainers – heels below 5cms for safety reasons 

- Socks/tights as stated in prospectus 

- All PE equipment/clothing should have a name label or initials 

 

The school office continues to sell Ranelagh school tights and ties. We would also like to reiterate 

that boys are not permitted to wear skin-tight trousers.  If these have been purchased in error, it 

is possible to buy appropriate replacements at a reasonable cost from the second-hand uniform 

supply in school. 

 

Free school mealsFree school mealsFree school mealsFree school meals    

Free school meals are available to children whose parents/carers are in receipt of a qualifying 

benefit. More information is available from your Local Authority at either www.bracknell-

forest.gov.uk/ freeschoolmeals or www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools/schoolmeals/, or please 

telephone the school and speak to Mrs Moir, Head of Finance & Resources. 

 

Pupil PremiumPupil PremiumPupil PremiumPupil Premium    

The school receives additional funding, called the Pupil Premium, for each student in receipt of 

free school meals, for each looked-after child and children from families with parents in the 

Armed Forces. This additional funding is used to help children in this group make the best 

progress possible. 

 

If you would like more information, please contact Miss Starr, Assistant Headteacher. 

 

Holy Communion Service CollectionsHoly Communion Service CollectionsHoly Communion Service CollectionsHoly Communion Service Collections    

The collection from the Year 7 Holy Communion Service held on 6th October 2017 raised a total of 

£74.07. The school has donated this money to Christian Aid. 

    

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details    

In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed  

immediately of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

 

Notification of Absence formNotification of Absence formNotification of Absence formNotification of Absence form    

Please ensure you complete a Notification of Absence form when your child returns to school 

following illness. This can be found on the school’s parent portal. 

 

SUPSUPSUPSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLPORT FOR THE SCHOOLPORT FOR THE SCHOOLPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

PTAPTAPTAPTA    ––––    Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet – Appendix 1 

 

Friends of RanelaghFriends of RanelaghFriends of RanelaghFriends of Ranelagh    ––––    News and updates Appendix 2 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

    

Monday 23 October Monday 23 October Monday 23 October Monday 23 October ––––    Fri 27Fri 27Fri 27Fri 27    OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    Half TermHalf TermHalf TermHalf Term    

    

Wednesday 1Wednesday 1Wednesday 1Wednesday 1    NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion    ––––    report to school for 8.15amreport to school for 8.15amreport to school for 8.15amreport to school for 8.15am    

Thursday 2 & Friday 3 November Year 12 Revue – 7.00pm 

Tuesday 7 November Year 7 History to Warwick Castle 

Wednesday 8 November Year 7 History to Warwick Castle 

Thursday 9 November Year 11 Parents’ Evening 5.00-8.00pm 

Friday 10 November Remembrance service in school hall 

Tuesday 14 November Post 16 information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 23 November Prize giving - 7pm–9pm 

Friday 24 November Year 12 and 13 History study day London 

Saturday 25 November Christmas Fair (including second hand uniform sale) 

12.00-3.00pm 

Friday 1 December 6th Form Christmas Ball 

Wednesday 6 December Christmas concert – 7.00pm 

Monday 11 December Year 13 parents’ evening 5.00-8.00pm 

Tuesday 12 December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 14 December Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell  7.00pm 

Tuesday 19 Tuesday 19 Tuesday 19 Tuesday 19 DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    End of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn Term    

Wednesday 20Wednesday 20Wednesday 20Wednesday 20    December December December December ----        

Tuesday 2Tuesday 2Tuesday 2Tuesday 2    January January January January     

Christmas HolidaysChristmas HolidaysChristmas HolidaysChristmas Holidays    

Wednesday 3 January 2018Wednesday 3 January 2018Wednesday 3 January 2018Wednesday 3 January 2018    Start of Student TermStart of Student TermStart of Student TermStart of Student Term    

 

And finally… 

 

As we break up for the half-term holiday, we bid farewell to Jane Clark, who has worked at 

Ranelagh as a member of the Learning Support Team for the past fourteen years.  I know that she 

is looking forward to spending more time with her family, including her grandchildren; we wish 

her health and happiness in her retirement. 

 

Yours sincerely 

   
Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher        

 



  Appendix 1

  

   

Ranelagh P.T.A. 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope that you have settled back into school life and have 

enjoyed a good first half term. 

 

We had our AGM on Monday 18th September and are delighted to 

welcome some new members on to the committee. The post holders 

for this school year are as follows: - 

 

President  - Mrs Beverly Stevens (Head Teacher) 

Chairperson - Mrs Nicola Daniel 

Treasurer  - Mr Graham Bell 

Secretary  - Mrs Heather Bradbury 

Social Secretaries - Mrs Janet Downham, Mrs Helen Connolly, Mrs 

Tina Bell, Mrs April Truscott and Mrs Natasha Oliver-Smith. 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to Jeanette Smith who has 

stepped down as Chair and to Charlotte Monaghan who has stepped 

down as Secretary, for their commitment to the PTA. The PTA 

raised 20K for 2016/17. 

 

We look forward to your support and look forward to seeing you at 

our events throughout the year. If you wish to get in touch then 

please do so through our link on the Ranelagh website, or 

pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 

We don’t like to mention the ‘C’ word too soon, but Christmas is 

coming and with that in mind we will be having a MUFTI day on 

Thursday 19th October, the last day of half term.  Children can 

either bring in a prize for the Tombola or £1.00. We always greatly 

appreciate all the fabulous prizes that you donate each year and that 

is what helps make the Christmas Fair such a success. Also, if anyone 



  Appendix 1

  

   

works for a company that does charity-matching then we would love 

to hear from you, it makes a huge difference to the funds raised for 

our school. 

 

Details about ‘The Christmas Fair’ will come out as soon as we return 

from half term.  

 

Christmas Pudding order forms will also come out after half term. 

As you start your Christmas shopping don’t forget to sign up 

to easyfundraising.org.uk, just follow the link and register stating 

that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to 

receive any commission. You can shop at all major retailers through it 

and we would be very grateful for the proceeds that come to the 

school. It costs you nothing to do this and as you shop, each store 

donates money to the school as a thank you for shopping with them. 

You can even add a helpful donation reminder to your browser to 

remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. Please 

remember to use this as you embark on your Christmas shopping - 

it really does add up! 

Please like our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta where we will 

post notices and reminders throughout the term. 

We hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable October half term break 

and don’t forget to put your clocks back. 

Thank You, Your Ranelagh PTA 



Appendix  2   

 

 

 
 

 

Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 70 years of the supporting Ranelagh 

70 years ago a group of volunteers set up a charitable association known as the Friends of Ranelagh with the aim 

of providing financial support to Ranelagh School by helping to fund major capital projects. For 70 years, thanks 

to the generosity of people like YOU, the Friends have made a huge financial impact on the school lives of 

Ranelagh’s students. With all schools facing increasing economic pressures, and some of Ranelagh’s buildings 

getting very elderly, the Friends need your continuing support as much now as 70 years ago. We are very grateful 

to everyone who has donated to us over the last 70 years and to the many of you who continue to do so. We 

would particularly like to thank our donors who are new to the school. Your support is much appreciated. 

Whilst the Friends appreciate that not everyone is in a position to contribute and that economic times are 

increasingly hard for us all, we hope that this year people will really consider if they can make a small 

contribution to the Friends or increase the amount they already contribute. We would love to boost our income 

to be able to support even more essential projects. We hope to celebrate 70 years by getting 70 new donors this 

year – perhaps you could be one of them?   If you are already one of our amazing donors then maybe you could 

help us celebrate by increasing your donation by 70p a month.  

 

Not so much cause for celebration 

For many years, the generosity of our donors has enabled the Friends to provide annually around £90,000 of 

funding for the benefit of Ranelagh’s students. We are extremely grateful to all our donors who have made this 

possible. Sadly, we face the very real prospect that this will no longer be able to continue.  Contributions have 

fallen by 13% in the past year and the number of donors is also declining. We recently set up a new online 

donation system at the request of many parents, but there has been a disappointing response to this so far. You 

can donate via the link below or by searching for the Friends of Ranelagh via the ‘donate to a charity’ search on 

BT mydonate.  

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofranelagh 

Alternatively you can continue to donate via standing order or cheque using the attached donations form which 

can also be downloaded from the website. If you would like to donate in any other way, e.g. via Stewardship or 

CAF, then please get in touch by emailing us at fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

A modest monthly standing order, or a one-off payment, can make a really significant difference in terms of 

ensuring that school income is not spread too thinly and enabling a degree of flexibility that is not available from 

some other funding sources which are ring-fenced. Below are some of the fantastic projects we have supported 

in the last 10 years alone. Help us to make the next 10 years just as amazing. 
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Getting in touch with the Friends of Ranelagh? 

If you would like to get in touch with the Friends, then please contact us via the school office or by emailing 

fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. You can also contact us through the Friends of Ranelagh section 

on the school website where you will find an online enquiry form. You can find out more about the Friends by 

looking on the Charity Commission website www.charity-commission.gov.uk 

Would you like to become a trustee? 

Pledging your time as well as your money can be valuable to the Friends.  As several trustees’ children are nearing 

the end of their time at Ranelagh, we would love to hear from anyone who might be interested in becoming a 

trustee. If you feel you have a few hours a term to spare and would like to consider joining us then please get in 

touch.  

10 successful years of support 

As a trustee of the Friends of Ranelagh for the past 10 years it has been a pleasure to see the many projects that 

our amazing donors have made possible. As we celebrate 70 years I would like to share some of the projects that 

we have been able to contribute towards or fully fund thanks to generosity of people like you. (Please note some 

figures have been rounded.) 

Sports hall - £69,000 

Sports and fitness equipment - £30,000 

Scott building refurbishment - £90,000 

Specialist ICT for music - £10,000 

Specialist Schools - £20,000 

ICT - £30,000 

Centenary building - £100,000 

School Hall – £123,000 

Science Labs - £292,000 

Resources for geography and mathematics - £1,400 

Central courtyard including table tennis tables, basketball hoops and seating- £60,000 

Gymnasium floor - £5,500 

ICT - £36,000 

Kitchen - £5,000 

General repairs - £44,000 

Site security and fencing - £26,000 

IT upgrade - £79,000 

IT infrastructure - £80,000 

 

TOTAL - £1,100,900 

 



 

Friends of Ranelagh Appeal FOR Ref (leave blank for allocation by donations secretary) 

Please complete and sign all relevant sections of this form and return to the Donations Secretary at:   
Ranelagh School, Ranelagh Drive, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 9DL 

For all queries please email: fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
 
Full Name   Student Form 
 
Address and 
Post code   
 

 

Please provide an email address and phone number (in case we need to contact you about your donation): 

email                                                                                               phone number 

 I have completed the Standing Order Form below. 

 I have enclosed a donation by Cheque          CAF     for 

  I am unable/do not wish to make a contribution at this time  
 
I am already donating for ………………………………………………... (student’s name) and: 

wish to increase my contribution. I have completed the Standing Order form below. (Please ensure  
the amount shown is the new total amount as all previous standing orders will be cancelled.) 

               am unable/do not wish to change my contribution at this time 
   

Gift Aid Declaration 
• I ask that all donations I have made to the Friends of Ranelagh during the last four years and will make 

henceforth be treated as Gift Aid donations. 

• I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer.  I understand that for these donations to qualify I must pay an amount of 
income or capital gains tax equal to the tax Friends of Ranelagh will reclaim on my donation. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. 

• I shall advise if I cease to be a taxpayer, change my name or home address, or cancel this declaration 
 
Signature Date 
 
 

STANDING ORDER FORM 
 
Account Name 

Bank Name 

Bank Address 
including 
Post Code 
 
 
Sort Code Account Number 

Please make payments as detailed below from the above account to: 
The Friends of Ranelagh School, Bracknell, Co-operative bank plc, Salford, Central Corporate Branch,  
Sort Code: 08-92-90, Account Number: 50079971 
 
Amount (words) 

Amount                                          First payment date and on the same day  
                                                         each month until further notice 

 
Signature Date  
 

Friends of Ranelagh reference (to be quoted by Bankers on all bank payments): 

BANKERS PLEASE CANCEL ANY PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS TO THIS PAYEE. 

£ 

£ 


