
 

 

 

 

 

10th February 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 

The time between January and the spring half term break seems to have flown by, and much as I know 

we should not wish our time away, I am sure that I am not the only person to welcome the signs that 

winter is on the wane.  Whilst it has been short, the first half of term has certainly been very full.  It 

began with year 11 mock examinations, and has featured parents’ evenings for students in year 13, 

12,10 and 7, our Dance Show, the visit from our Spanish and French exchange partners and a year 12 

and 13 residential visit to Poland, which departed yesterday morning.  The pages that follow contain 

highlights of these events and news of a range of other activities; I hope you enjoy reading about the 

things that have been keeping us all so busy. 

  

This term’s assembly theme is Leadership and so far we have enjoyed the reflections of staff and 

students on this fascinating subject.  The message for everyone is that leadership is not merely about 

status, wealth or influence.  We have encouraged young people to think about leadership in terms of 

being the simple power we possess to influence the lives of others in extraordinarily simple ways. Next 

half term’s Lent projects will be an excellent opportunity to do just that and we look forward to seeing 

students enter into the spirit of this Ranelagh tradition. 

 

 

DDDDEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWSEPARTMENT NEWS    

    

BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology    

Animal roadshow visit: January 27th 2017 

Students in year 7 enjoyed seeing a range of 

invertebrates and vertebrates at close quarters, 

including a scorpion called Spike that glowed a 

fluorescent blue colour under an ultraviolet light, a 

tarantula called Big Mama, a python called Mia, a tree 

frog, a giant millipede whose feet felt like being 

stroked with a tooth brush, a giant continental rabbit 

called Peter and a 17-year-old tortoise called Austin. 

Students were also allowed to touch the animals if 

they wanted to, with the exception of the scorpion and 

the tarantula! 

This unique animal-handling experience was enthusiastically received by our students.  They learned 

from the ranger about how the animals were classified into different groups, how they were looked 

after and the adaptations that made each animal successful.  

 

 

 



EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    

A term of Shakespeare! 

This term so far has been jam-packed with Shakespeare throughout Years 8, 9 and 10.  Year 8 classes 

have been studying The Scottish Play (otherwise known as Macbeth) with a performance of the play by 

The Globe Players on 10th February 2017. The Year 9 classes have been studying the comedy, Much Ado 

About Nothing and Year 10 students have been getting to grips with Romeo and Juliet as part of the KS4 

GCSE syllabus. 

 

Students in these years have been approaching Shakespeare in a range of ways, from studying the 

language and structure, taking part in group work to explore the texts to finding out about the historical 

and social context of the time. 

“For never was a story of more woe than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”  

― William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 

The Year 7 Reading Club - a trip to the cinema 

In the first week of the spring term Miss Castle, Mrs Saunders and students from the Year 7 Reading 

Club braved the weather to take a trip to the cinema to see the newly-released ‘A Monster Calls’, based 

on the novel of the same name by Patrick Ness. 

 

A Monster Calls is currently taught in Year 8, but the Year 7 Reading Club students were eager to 

sample this adaptation, starring the Actor Liam Neeson (as the monster) and Sigourney Weaver. 

Students gave the film a huge thumbs-up, but recommend that everyone who wants to see it take a big 

box of tissues! 

 

Update on Year 7 Readathon 

The English Department would like to extend a huge thank you to all Year 7 students, parents and 

carers who gave generously to the sponsored Readathon in November 2016. 

 

All monies have now been collected and early indications show that we have raised over £1,900 to 

provide reading books and activities in hospitals in the UK.  We are waiting for confirmation of 

sponsorship paid online and will let you know the full total in due course. 

    

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

On Friday 3rd February, 47 Year 11 students attended ‘The Medicine Show’ at the Corn Exchange in 

Newbury.  Students were whisked through 3500 years of medical history with the help of a real life 

medicine man.  They were able to see how medicine progressed and regressed over this period of time 

and consider how factors such as chance, war, individual genius and government all had a significant 

impact on the development of treatments, surgery and public health.  There was also the opportunity 

for the students to be ‘examiners’ for their exam papers.  This study workshop enabled them to tackle 

the mark schemes and identify where they could pick up valuable marks in their exams this summer. 

 

The sixth form students are currently in Krakow, developing their understanding of the Holocaust 

through a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau, the Galicia Museum and Schindler’s Factory.  We are sure that 

the students will have many experiences to share following this visit. 

 

Mock Trial Mock Trial Mock Trial Mock Trial     

On the 24th January, 13 students from Year 8 and 9 visited Reading Magistrate's Court to prepare for 

the Mock Trial Competition. They were taken through security and got a clear sense of standard court 

procedure before being led into the court room and shown the positions of everyone involved in 

hearing the case. It was startling to imagine a real case taking place and how daunting it must be. The 

students were then given a chance to run through the mock case useful for us to practise in situ. Once 

finished, they received feedback from real magistrates on how to improve further.  

 

It was an exciting, intriguing and extremely useful trip that all those involved enjoyed. (Phoebe Turner 

8Y, Defence Lawyer) 



 

MFLMFLMFLMFL    

The first leg of the Spanish exchange took place this half term with twenty-four of our Year 10 students 

each hosting a student from Valencia. They spent a lovely week visiting the local attractions, despite the 

freezing weather, and thoroughly enjoyed their stay, with several not wanting to return to Spain.   

 

We wish to take this opportunity to thank all of the host families who welcomed a student into their 

home and made the week such a positive experience; it would not have been so successful without your 

support. We are now working on organising our return trip to Valencia and know that the Year 10 

students are very much looking forward to the visit. 

 

PEPEPEPE    

Dance Show 

On the 25th and 26th January Ranelagh once again showcased the incredible dancing talent that we have 

in the annual Dance Show, entitled Dancing Around the World.  Students from each year group worked 

exceptionally hard to choreograph and produce performances which reflected the diversity of dance 

and culture across the globe.  The audience was not disappointed as they experienced performances 

influenced by dance from countries including India, Africa, Ireland, Egypt and the USA.   

   

Congratulations to all the dancers for their hard work and effort.  Our senior dancers Aniela Nahajski 

and Jodie MacDonald finished the evening with a beautiful performance. It was great to see so many 

year 7 dancers performing with such confidence and poise. Thank you, too, to the friends and family 

who supported either by attending the performances or helping in the run up to the show by hosting 

rehearsals, listening to the same song on repeat and providing costumes. For those yet to buy DVDs of 

this year’s showcase, these are still available from the PE office for £10.  And remember, Keep Dancing!  

 

The U16 netballers made history by competing for the first time in the regional netball competition, 

having qualified as County Champions. They won 2 of their 5 matches, but this was not enough to reach 

the semi-finals of the competition.  They have worked hard, and done brilliantly to reach this stage of 

the national competition. They were competitive and a real credit to the school.   

 

The sixth form Super 8/9 Football and Netball competitions are in full swing.  All teams have recorded 

some excellent victories.  The Netball A team remain unbeaten so far in the competition with some 

challenging matches still to play.  

The Key stage 3 Girls badminton qualified as Bracknell Forest Champions for the county competition. 

They reached the semi-finals but were knocked out by Kendrick school after some really close matches. 

In Cross Country a good number of runners competed in the county event with notable performances 

from the Key stage 3 girls’ team who took the bronze medal in the team event. Kitty Mair, Amy Young 

and Jasmine Young were awarded individual medals and Susie Mair, Elena Carey and Amelia Wilks who 

qualified for the next round of this national qualifying competition. 

In Year 7 & 8 the indoor athletics team finished second overall with the girls qualifying in first place for 

the county competition later in the term.  Good luck to them all. 

Individual success 

We have been delighted to learn this week that Freya Johnson in 10Z has been selected to Captain the 

Berkshire under 15 girls’ cricket team.  In addition, she has been nominated to join the Elite Players 

Programme.  These are very significant achievements and we wish Freya every success as she prepares 

for the forthcoming season.    



SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITYSERVICE IN THE COMMUNITYSERVICE IN THE COMMUNITYSERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY    

Mr Clifford is taking part in the skiing Gatineau Loppit in Canada during half-term this year to raise 

money for Macmillan Care.  If you would like to sponsor him please click on the link 

attached.  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Johns-ski2017  

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIESCLUBS AND ACTIVITIES    

 

A reminder of some of the enrichment activities available from the start of the spring term: 

 

Department Activity Year Group Day / Time Location 

Computing Coding Club Year 7/8 & 9 Tuesday 

12.45-1.20pm 

019 

Computing PC on a Wall Club Year 7/8 & 9 Thursday 12.45-

1.20pm 

C61 

English Creative Writing Club Year 7/8 & 9 Wednesday  

12.50-1.20pm 

S44 

History Mock Trail rehearsals Year 8/9 Thursday 

12:45 -1:20pm 

S27 

LRC and English Book Club Year 7 Friday (week 2s) 

11.10am 

LRC 

MFL Spelling Bee practice 

for invited students 

Year 7  Thursday 

12.30 – 1.20pm 

S37 

PE Netball Year 7 
Monday 12.45-

1.15pm 
Sport Hall/Courts 

PE Netball All 
Wednesday 3.35-

4.45pm 
Sports Hall/Courts  

PE Badminton All Tuesday 3.35-

4.45pm 

Sports hall 

PE Netball Years 8 & 9  

A squads 

Monday 3.35-

4.45pm 

Sports Hall/Courts 

PE Fitness/Running Club All Monday 3.35-

4.45pm 

Gym/Field 

PE Badminton All Friday 12.40-

1.15pm 

Sports Hall 

PE Table Tennis 

(Payment required  

for external coach – 

forms available from 

the PE office) 

All Thursday 3.35-

4.45pm 

Sports Hall 

PE 

(Mr Cameron / 

Mr Wiggett) 

Flag Amercian 

Football 

Year 10 Monday 

3.45pm-4/45pm 

Field 

 

 

ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

    

School opening times  

The School will be closed over the February half term break. 

 

Finance Office 

The Finance Office would like to remind students that all monies should be added to the revaluer 

machine and not brought up to the Finance Office.  The only exceptions are the new £5 polymer notes 

and where students are unable to use the scanner.  No change will be given.  The revaluer will be 

updated in due course to accept the new £5, £1 and £10. 



 

School Uniform 

In response to queries from parents, the school now stocks and sells a new range of good quality grey tights  

in a variety of sizes. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

Sixth form Garden 

In order for us to create a garden behind the sixth form centre, we would appreciate any donations of 

tools, furniture, plants and fencing panels from you, the parents.  If you are so able and willing to give 

some time to support the venture then please contact Mrs Pethiyagoda at 

jpethiyagoda@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

    

PTA    ––––    Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 1) 

 

Sainsbury’s Vouchers 

The Sainsbury's School Sport Vouchers campaign has just been launched.  If you have any vouchers, 

please send them into school and put them in the collection box in Reception. 

 

Wanted - Second Hand Unform Co-ordinator 

The second hand uniform sales provide the school, via the PTA, with an average of £2,500 income per 

academic year, therefore, it is a vital part of fundraising and a great resource for kitting out our children 

at very reasonable prices. 

 

At present we have a small team of volunteers that helps with the sales.  There are usually two sales per 

term arranged to coincide with another event happening in school.  The accounts are completed after 

each sale with any payments handed to parents via the school reception and profit to the PTA treasurer. 

 

If you would you like to take on the role of coordinator or are interested in finding out more, please get 

in touch with Mrs C Brombley, via the school office. 

    

    

DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

Mon 13Mon 13Mon 13Mon 13––––    FriFriFriFri    17171717    February February February February     Half TermHalf TermHalf TermHalf Term    

Sat 18 February Year 12 and 13 Art trip to Amsterdam 

Weds 22 February Year 7 & 8 Teens evening (girls)   

Art Trip Amsterdam return  

Mon 27 February Geography fieldtrip depart 

Wed 1Wed 1Wed 1Wed 1    MarchMarchMarchMarch    Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday ––––    Holy CommunionHoly CommunionHoly CommunionHoly Communion 

Year 12 Geography Fieldwork trip returns 

Tues 7 March Year 13 Geography to Studland 

Weds 8 March School Musical “Into The Woods” 

Year7 & 8 Boys Teens evening.  

Thurs 9 March  School Musical “Into The Woods” 

Fri 10 March School Musical “Into The Woods” 

Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition Henley 

Sat 11 March Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition Henley 

Tues 14 March Year 9 Parents’ Evening 5-8pm 

Fri 17 March Year 9 Drama – theatre visit Woman in Black 

Year 13 Biology – Stem Cell Research and Gene Therapy 

Conference, Oxford University 

Tues 21 March  Year 10 and 12 visit to Valencia departs  

Weds 22 March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 5-8pm 

Second hand uniform sale – 5.30-7.30pm 



Sun 26 March Year 10 and 12 Valencia visit returns  

Mon 27 March Year 9 Tentanus, Diphtheria, Polio and Meningitis C 

Tues 28 March Year 10 Marseille trip departs 

Thurs 30 March Year 8 HPV2 

Sat 1 April Ski trip to Italy departs 

Sun 2 April Year 10 Marseille visit returns 

Mon 3 to MonMon 3 to MonMon 3 to MonMon 3 to Mon    17171717    AprilAprilAprilApril    Easter HolidaysEaster HolidaysEaster HolidaysEaster Holidays    

Sun 9th April Ski trip returns 

TuesTuesTuesTues    18 April 18 April 18 April 18 April     Professional Training Day Professional Training Day Professional Training Day Professional Training Day     

Weds 19 April Weds 19 April Weds 19 April Weds 19 April     Start of Summer Term Start of Summer Term Start of Summer Term Start of Summer Term     

Summer Uniform    

Year 13 Business/Economics Conference, Portsmouth 

    

 

Yours sincerely 

 

And finally…And finally…And finally…And finally…    

    

We look forward to welcoming you all next term to the performances of Into the Woods.  Students and 

staff have been working enormously hard in rehearsals and it will be wonderful to see the results of 

their collaboration, teamwork and talent! 

 

Best wishes for a peaceful half term break. 

 

   
Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher    



  Appendix 1 

 

Ranelagh P.T.A. 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Spring Term     

 

It never seems long before we write with an update from the PTA, and goodness we are half 

way through another academic year, who would believe it! We would like to thank everyone 

who has supported us through the year so far. The Christmas Fayre raised lots of money, 

with match funding from Microsoft and Mars, we are so grateful as budgets are forever 

being cut. The PTA has helped the school to buy lots of new books due the changes in the 

curriculum, funds also go to ICT and other areas that need support. 

 

The year 7 disco has been put back to the Summer Term, due to parent’s evenings, and this 

term is also very short. The new date is 4th May, details will follow in the new term. 

 

Please put the following date in your diary – Friday 17th March 2017  – Ranelagh Quiz Night. 

It’s a very popular event, which always sells out quickly. Details have already been sent so 

gather your friends and family and return your forms quickly with your Team name. If you 

have any questions please feel free to email Jeanette smithdonald3@aol.com  

 

Summer Term   

 

As yet, we are undecided what event to do in the Summer Term; we would love to hear 

from you if you have any good ideas. We wondered about and ‘Cheese and Wine evening’, a 

Bingo evening, a ‘Band Night’ or even doing nothing at all? These events are a great way to 

get together, support each other, and bring us as together as a community.  So please do 

get in touch with your ideas! 

 

The Big Tidy – As with every year, we are planning a Big Tidy event for parents, carers and 

students themselves to give up some time in order to help maintain the wonderful site that 

we have in Ranelagh. A date is soon to be posted, so please keep your eye on it. 

Founder’s Day – Our last get together before we all break up for the summer or indeed for 

some say goodbye to Ranelagh, so save the date - 8th July 12 – 3pm. 

We hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable February break, and look forward to seeing you 

at the Quiz evening! 

Thank You 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

 (pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk) 



 

 

 

 

 

10th February 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 

We are pleased to inform you that, following a meeting of the appropriate awarding body of the 

Department of Education, this week we have received confirmation that Ranelagh School’s 

proposal to form a multi-academy trust has been approved.  The name of the trust which we will 

now work to establish is The Bonitas Academy Trust. 

 

Our vision for Bonitas Academy Trust is to form a teaching and learning community which works 

collaboratively to establish an effective hub of schools in relatively close proximity to one another. 

In keeping with our long tradition as a Church of England school, the Bonitas Academy Trust will be 

founded on Christian values.  We are committed to preserving and developing our religious 

character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in partnership at parish, 

deanery and diocesan levels.   

 

The aim of the staff and governors is to establish the trust as a place in which there is 

uncompromising commitment to high expectations and an unwavering focus upon the continuous 

improvement of teaching and learning.  We want all pupils and staff in the trust to have the 

opportunity to excel.  

   

As a sponsor academy, in the first instance we are seeking to share these ambitious aims with the 

staff, pupils and parents of Jennett’s Park Church of England Primary School.   Immediately after 

half term the Bonitas trustees will begin work on establishing the necessary legal framework for the 

trust’s efficient operation.  In the meantime, the staff and governors of Ranelagh School will 

continue to operate much as they have done to date.  Whilst we become members of the newly 

formed trust, we do not anticipate that students and parents will experience any material change 

to the way in which education is provided at the school. 

 

May we take this opportunity to thank those of you who provided valuable feedback during the 

consultation process undertaken last term.  The Latin meaning of bonitas is "goodness; integrity; 

moral excellence; kindness; benevolence and tenderness".  This seems to sum up the values and 

ethos that we want to engender and promote rather well and we look forward to working with all 

members of our community in our continued efforts to do so.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

      
 

Mrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B StevensMrs B Stevens                        Mrs A McLeanMrs A McLeanMrs A McLeanMrs A McLean    

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher                        Chair of GovernorsChair of GovernorsChair of GovernorsChair of Governors    

 


