
 

 

 

24 July 2016  

 

Dear Parent 

 

It seems fitting that, at the end of the school year the sun has at last begun to shine!  And what a busy 

year it has been.  In addition to the highlights in the pages that follow, if you have not already done 

so, I would urge you to obtain a copy of the 99th edition of the Ranelagh School Magazine and 

Chronicle.  Alongside the breathtaking art work, it contains articles which reflect the rich and varied 

range of activities in which your children have been engaged over the course of the last twelve 

months. 

 

As I am sure you will be aware, Friday was the day upon which we said farewell to a number of 

teachers and support staff.  On their behalf, I would like to thank you for the kind words and gifts you 

have sent into school as a mark of your appreciation of the work they have carried out with your 

children.  These colleagues have generated a collective total of 199 years of service to the school, a 

marvelous achievement.  Amongst the longest serving members of the team, we say goodbye to Mrs 

Harrop, our Bursar, who joined the school in 1995, Mr Paul Crowhurst, who began work here in 1991 

and Mr Colin Williams, who embarked upon his teaching career at Ranelagh in 1984.  We thank them 

for all that they have contributed to the school and to generations of young people who have passed 

through the school during their time here; we wish them a very happy retirement. 

 

For other members of the staff a move further afield has become a reality this year.  Mr Scott 

Mackenzie and Ms Deb Hall begin their Italian adventure at the end of August, Mr Max Bitterlin 

moves to a new post just outside Bristol, Mr Neil Beglin embarks upon a brand new project outside 

the classroom, Mr Mark Harris and his wife start work on their smallholding in the Welsh borders, Mrs 

Laura Miles moves to a new school in Stoke-on-Trent and Mr Dan Whittall and his family move up to 

Halifax to take up a new teaching post there.  They have made each made valuable contributions to 

the life of the school and move on with our warmest wishes for happiness and success. 

 

Having achieved promotion, Dr Lucy Andrews, Mr Ed Goodall, Ms Clare Roth and Mrs Alison 

Seabrook-Moore leave us to take up posts as Head of Year, Deputy Headteacher, Head of Key Stage 5 

English, and Head of German, respectively.  They have all given excellent service here and we trust 

that they will continue to flourish in their new roles and new schools.   

 

Finally, embracing fresh challenges more locally in September will be Mrs Jan Bailey, Mrs Sheena 

Bowley, Mrs Caroline Cahillane, Chemistry technician, Mrs Steve Coates, Mrs Alison Goodall, Ms 

Steph Mitchell and SIMS manager, Mrs Debbie Sommer.  They leave Ranelagh with our very best 

wishes and our thanks for the contributions they have made over the course of a number of years 

here at Ranelagh. 

 

In our final assembly of the academic year I shared with students and staff lines from Psalm 33, in 

which we are urged to sing to the Lord ‘a new song, play skillfully, and shout for joy.’  The temptation 

when people leave us is to feel sad, and we do.  We shall miss our friends and our work colleagues 



and we remain thankful for their commitment to making our school the best it can possibly be. But 

we also need to recognise that sometimes it is, indeed,    time for us to learn to sing a new song and we 

hope that all of our colleagues do so with joy.   

    

    

HOUSE NEWSHOUSE NEWSHOUSE NEWSHOUSE NEWS    

We are delighted to announce the overall winners of this year’s hotly contested House competition.  

The ribbon on the trophy for the next twelve months will be YELLOW!  The points accrued by each of 

the five Houses were as follows: 

BarnettBarnettBarnettBarnett    BraybrookBraybrookBraybrookBraybrook    CleaveCleaveCleaveCleave    WatersonWatersonWatersonWaterson    WinrowWinrowWinrowWinrow    

8606 8963 8764 8857 7953 

    

    

DEPARTMENT NEWSDEPARTMENT NEWSDEPARTMENT NEWSDEPARTMENT NEWS    

    

Design & TechnologyDesign & TechnologyDesign & TechnologyDesign & Technology    

STEM Challenge Day 2016 STEM Challenge Day 2016 STEM Challenge Day 2016 STEM Challenge Day 2016     

On the 4th July, 12 students from Year 8 attended Reading College for a day of activities involving the 

sciences and Technology.  From Ranelagh, Roisin Fallon and Caroline Ayres received a prize in the 

Vehicle Challenge for excellent teamwork, planning and the success of their final product.  All schools 

were separated into 4 main groups and then into even smaller groups to work with different schools 

and meet new people. The activities included: the Vehicle Challenge, Medical Challenge, Robotics 

Challenge and EFIT Challenge.  In the Vehicle Challenge groups had to build a model car that worked 

on batteries and a motor; they then had to race them on a track to see how the construction of the 

vehicles affected their speed.  The Medical Challenge involved a talk about essential first aid and how 

to respond. Robotics required the teams to use LEGO software to programme robots to complete a 

circuit on the floor, whilst using sounds and other complications.  Finally, EFIT, as you may know, is a 

software used by the police to identify suspects from witness descriptions. The groups had to 

heighten awareness skills in order to remember features such as eye colour and what clothes 

suspects wore. It was an interesting and challenging day from which the students learned a great 

deal, especially about communication and teamwork. 

    

Food Technology French tripFood Technology French tripFood Technology French tripFood Technology French trip    

On the last weekend of the school 

year, a group of year 8 students spent 

two days soaking up French food 

culture in Boulogne and Le Touquet.  

After an early start on Saturday 

morning, our first stop was a sweet 

factory where we had a rare chance 

to see scaled versions of factory 

machinery and get involved in filling 

sweet moulds.  We then went on to 

make pancakes before visiting a 

bakery.   In addition to exercising 

their culinary skills, students had to 

use their French language skills in the 

course of learning how to make croissants.  They were required to answer questions in French or 

translate instructions.  After a long day, dinner preceded a walk around Boulogne before a sound 

night’s sleep in the local Youth Hostel.  Sunday provided an opportunity to experience food culture in 

the shops of Le Touquet, before enjoying lunch on the beach.  There were 2 birthdays whilst we were 

away, so cake was a must!  Finally, we were whisked off to Calais to visit a chocolate factory and 

decorate some chocolate bars before our somewhat rocky ferry trip home.  

 



 

Drama and MusicDrama and MusicDrama and MusicDrama and Music    

Performing Arts Evening 2016Performing Arts Evening 2016Performing Arts Evening 2016Performing Arts Evening 2016    

On Thursday 14th July the Music and Drama 

departments proudly presented a student-led 

production which included musicians, singers and 

actors performing a range of pieces all influenced 

by the theme, ‘A Night at the Movies’.  

Students performed songs, speeches and scenes from 

their favourite films or devised their own scenes based 

on movies ranging from High Society and James Bond, 

to The Hobbit, War of the Worlds and Frozen. The 

audience was delighted with both the comic and serious 

pieces, beautiful singing and talented musicians all combining to create an eclectic evening of 

entertainment.  

Hats are also doffed to the super Stage Crew 

who had to manage at least 20 set changes, 

backing tracks and lighting transitions in 

support of the show. We are immensely proud 

of the creativity and flair our students exhibited 

and look forward to seeing more of this 

emerging array of talent next year.  

 

Bugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBugsy Malone at the Lyric Hammersmith    

Congratulations to Louis Doran, 9W, who has been performing in Bugsey Malone at The Lyric Theatre.  

He has already caught the eye of the local press (see below) and we are delighted that he has stepped 

into the spotlight whilst continuing to work hard in school.   

 

Bracknell boy stars in Bugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBracknell boy stars in Bugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBracknell boy stars in Bugsy Malone at the Lyric HammersmithBracknell boy stars in Bugsy Malone at the Lyric Hammersmith    

From school productions to landing a role in a major theatre in London, Bracknell’s Louis Doran is 

living the dream.  Louis – who is only 14 and still studying at Ranelagh School – has landed a role in his 

first professional show. 

If you would like to read the full article please go to the following webpage: 

http://www.getreading.co.uk/whats-on/theatre-news/bracknell-boy-stars-bugsy-malone-11506564 

 English English English English     

Tanya Landman VisitTanya Landman VisitTanya Landman VisitTanya Landman Visit    

At the end of June the students in Years 7 and 8 were very lucky to be visited by the author Tanya 

Landman. Tanya won the Carnegie Medal in 2015 for her wonderful historical novel ‘Buffalo Soldier’. 

During her presentation, Tanya entertained students and staff talking about her unusual career path 

before becoming a writer. This included her two years as a bear mascot at Bristol Zoo! From this she 

then went into acting and, after having children, started to write and publish her novels.  

After talking about her career, Tanya then went on to discuss her novels and the inspiration behind 

them. She has written a number of historical fiction novels and, most recently, has added to their 

number with a series of crime novels. Tanya stumbled into writing a murder mystery series quite by 

mistake when out for a meal with her publisher and another author. I think a lot of the students are 

glad that she did though, as they have been very popular in the library. After the event I heard some 

glowing reports from the students about Tanya and I hope she has inspired some of the writers of the 

future at Ranelagh!  

    

    



Book AmnestyBook AmnestyBook AmnestyBook Amnesty 

If you have any non-returned English books at home, please could you bring them into school and 

leave them in the English Office or drop them into School Reception with a note for the English 

Department.   This is a complete amnesty so we do not need to know who they are from - even older 

books can be returned possibly from older siblings!  If books are returned from the current Year 11, it 

would be helpful if you provided your name so that we can mark you off our list for payment. Thank 

you. 

    

HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

Year 9 have been working hard throughout the last term developing their knowledge and 

understanding of the Holocaust.  This work builds on their experience following their meeting with 

Janine Webber, a Holocaust survivor, back in March of this year.  Some students were set a project to 

create a reflection on what their study of the Holocaust has meant to them. The outcomes of their 

projects are now displayed in S25 and as can be seen, they are superb.  The sense of empathy and 

understanding that can be felt from this work is something of which all students involved should be 

proud. 

 

 
 

    

MathsMathsMathsMaths    

On Friday 24th June year 7 students Amaris Zieher (7Y), Ella Azzopardi (7X) and Morgan Pearcey (7W) 

went to Bolingbroke Academy, Wandsworth to take part in the annual Times Table Rock Wrangle.  

Amaris spoke enthusiastically about 

the event:  “The times table rock star 

wrangle was amazing! I loved that the 

organisers brought times tables and 

rock music together into something 

that everyone can enjoy as teams.” 

Ella added, “The standard was so 

high. At first I thought I had a chance 

until I saw people getting 130 a 

minute. I loved the idea and it was 

fun. I also loved working as a team.” 

Morgan also reflected on the 

experience: “The day was amazing! 

My favourite part was the Mathstock 



activities, which was similar to the World of Maths during Ranelagh’s maths week. We also got an epic 

group photo!” 

Modern Foreign LanguagesModern Foreign LanguagesModern Foreign LanguagesModern Foreign Languages    

Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité ––––Bastille DayBastille DayBastille DayBastille Day    

To help celebrate Bastille Day, 14th July, 2016, Ranelagh students took part in a range of activities 

throughout the day. Firstly, the school caterers, Wilson Jones, kindly prepared a “petit déjeuner”, with 

croissants, pain au chocolat and other delicious pastries, available for students to buy. 

 

Every French lesson for the day was in keeping with the “Bastille” spirit, with quizzes and activities to 

enhance students’ cultural understanding and awareness of the national celebration, for example, 

“What happens to the French political system at the end of the French revolution?” or learning the 

French national anthem. 

 

Additionally, to help create the correct ambiance, students were invited to bring their lunch to the 

MFL department, where we watched “Les Misérables”.  Vive la France!  

 

PEPEPEPE    

Athletics have provided most of the sporting highlights this summer, with many of the cricket and 

rounders fixtures being disrupted by the weather. 

 

Around 50 athletes from years 8 -11 competed in the Bracknell District athletics championships and a 

record fourteen Ranelagh students qualified for the County competition in June. Fifteen students 

finished in the top three in their events, and the outstanding Ranelagh athlete was Emma Morris who 

finished first in the 200m and second in the Long Jump and 100m. Emma is in year 8 and was competing 

against both year 8 & 9 athletes, so this is a great achievement. 

 

In the team competitions, the U15 Boys finished 5th out of 7 teams, but the Girls finished in an amazing 

second place out of 9 teams, behind St Mary’s school and ahead of Marist, and St Georges amongst 

others.  

 

Twenty two year 7 students went to Bracknell Athletics track to compete in their first Bracknell 

District athletics championships since joining Ranelagh and a number of students were competing in 

events that were relatively new to them. They all applied themselves very well, coping admirably with 

the demands of competing at an athletics competition and a number of students achieved personal 

best performances. 

 

Seven students finished in the top 6 in their events: 

Jasmine Young 1st in the 1000m, Madi Aumonier 2nd in the discus, Josh Vasallo 3rd javelin and Evie 

Barrows finished 6th in the hurdles, high jump and 600m.  However, the outstanding athlete of the day 

was Joel Bradford who finished 4th in the shot putt, 3rd in the 75m, 1st in the hurdles and 1st in the 

150m. 

  

Joel Bradford, Jasmine Young, Evie Barrows and Madi Aumonier were selected to represent Bracknell 

Forest in the County event in July and Jasmine finished first in her event to become county champion. 

In the team competition the boys finished 6th out of 8 teams and the girls finished 6th out of 10 teams.

  

Congratulations to all who took part in the district athletics competitions, it was really good that there 

were so many Ranelagh athletes representing the school achieving good times, distances and 

supporting each other.  

 

Fourteen Year 8 -11 students who had qualified to be members of the Bracknell Forest team attended 

the county events and for some it was the first time that they had competed at this level. It was good 

to see these students doing their best against very strong competition and clearly learning from the 

experience, with many of them achieving personal best performances. It was also gratifying to see the 



progress that those students who are training regularly at clubs outside of school have made in the 

last twelve months. Congratulations to all who competed. 

 

Top 6  performances were achieved by the following:    

Jackson Lewis 5th  in the U17 Boys High Jump, Toby Illingworth 6th  in the U17 Boys Long Jump,  Eloise 

Simmons 6th in the U17 Girls 100m,  Yasmin Bryan 4th in the U17 Girls Shot,  Amy Young 4th  in the U15 

Girls 1500m,  Jasmine Nightingale 4th in the U15 Girls 800m and  Elin Griffiths 5th in the U17 Girls Long 

Jump   

The following students were County championship medalists: 

Emma Morris 2nd in the U15 Girls 200m, Matt Collins 2nd in the U17 boys 400m and Susie Mair 3rd in 

the U15 Girls 1500m. 

 

The outstanding performance of the day, however, came from Elena Carey who won the U17 girls 

1500m steeple chase in a championship record time. Her time was so good that she achieved the 

National standard and qualified for the English Schools Championships in Gateshead on the 8th and 9th 

of July. This is particularly impressive as Elena has had to fit her training around revising for her GCSE 

exams, and was in the middle of these exams when she competed at the county event.   

    

Ski teamSki teamSki teamSki team    

Following on from their success at the Berkshire school championships.  The team will be entering the 

South of England School Championships in September. 

 

If any students wish to join the team, they train every Friday night at the John Nike centre under the 

umbrella of the Berkshire Race Squad. 

    

WILDERNESS EXPEDITIONWILDERNESS EXPEDITIONWILDERNESS EXPEDITIONWILDERNESS EXPEDITION    

    

On Saturday 9th July, two teams with 15 students in each, departed for La Paz, Bolivia for a month long 

expedition.  During this expedition, the groups will be involved in three phases of the 

expedition.  Team 1, by now, will have completed their community based project in La Paz.  They will 

have worked with young children from the local community, helping to teach them English and 

engaging in sporting activities with them.  There was also the opportunity for them to support the 

local zoo for a day too! The main bulk of the project will be focused on working with the community 

to create a mural that will help teach the people of Bolivia about the culture of England.  Team 2 will 

continue this project at the mid-point of their expedition.  Both teams will undertake challenging 

treks, where altitude will be a notable test for all team members.  With both teams aiming to climb 

higher than 5000m, the importance of teamwork and support will need to be at their best during this 

phase! The trek and the project form important parts of the expedition, but there is also the chance 

for them to enjoy the culture that is all around them.  At different points, both teams will explore the 

salar de Uyuni; the Bolivian Salt Flats, as well as do some much needed souvenir shopping in Sucre 

and Potisi.  Team 2 start, and Team 1 end, with an exploration of Copacabana and Lake Titicaca. 

 

The expedition symbolises the high point of 18 months’ planning, 

fundraising and research for the Bolivia expedition.  The teams are 

very grateful for the support that many people have shown them 

when raising funds.  The teams would particularly like to thank 

Carl Lister who has kindly donated £500 towards the team.  He 

offered 50 ‘no hands massages’ at the reduced cost of £10, with 

all proceeds being donated to the team.  We were delighted that 

he could deliver this cheque to us on the 21st June.  There are still 

some £10 massages available for those who would like to treat 

themselves to a relaxing massage! Please visit Carl’s website 

www.carllister.co.uk if you would like to take advantage of this 

offer.  

 



 

GGGGOVERNORSOVERNORSOVERNORSOVERNORS    

Please see the attached letter from the Chair, Mrs Amanda McLean ((((Appendix 1Appendix 1Appendix 1Appendix 1))))....    

    

    

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOLSUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL    

    

PTA PTA PTA PTA     

Please find the PTA newsletter and information sheet attached ((((AppeAppeAppeAppendix 2ndix 2ndix 2ndix 2).).).).    

    

    

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT INFORMATIONINDIVIDUAL STUDENT INFORMATIONINDIVIDUAL STUDENT INFORMATIONINDIVIDUAL STUDENT INFORMATION    

    

Congratulations to the following students in Year 11, Charlotte Bateman, Ellie Day, Anna Hall and 

Jacob Kilby for 100% attendance at school since joining Year 7 at Ranelagh.  Well done! 

 

    

ROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATIONROUTINE INFORMATION    

 

Holiday CoverHoliday CoverHoliday CoverHoliday Cover    

The School Office will be open during the holiday between 9.00am – 4.00pm, excluding 1st to 5th August. 

 

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details    

In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed of any change of 

address, telephone number or email address. 

 

        Equipment for lessonsEquipment for lessonsEquipment for lessonsEquipment for lessons    

In preparation for the new school year please take time to ensure that your child is fully equipped for 

all lessons.  Students learn best when they are ready to learn and benefit enormously from taking 

responsibility for preparing themselves well for school. 

 

New staffNew staffNew staffNew staff    

In September we look forward to welcoming the following new colleagues to Ranelagh: 

 

Mr G Ames  Curriculum Leader in Economics & Business 

Miss P Evans  Teacher of Geography 

Mr S Johnson  Assistant Headteacher 

Miss E Johnson  Teacher of RE 

Mr D Kuczynski  Teacher of Science (Biology) 

Miss S Mills  Teacher of Drama 

Mrs C Moir  Head of Finance & Resources  

Mr D Morriss  Head of Year 8 - PE & Mathematics 

Mrs A O’Brien-White Teacher of English 

Mr S Poulton  Teacher of PE 

Mr M Reskalla  Teacher of Design & Technology 

Mrs S Richardson SIMS Development Manager and Data Analyst 

Ms R Sarret  Science Technician (Chemistry) 

Mrs D Saunders  Assistant Curriculum Leader in English 

Mr D Savage  Teacher of Design & Technology 

Miss S Scanu  Teacher of MFL 

Ms J Tidmarsh  SENDCO 

Mrs P Wells  Teacher of Mathematics 

Mrs R White  Teacher of Geography 

Mr N Wiggett  Teacher of Science (Physics) 

Mrs E Wigley  Teacher of Design & Technology 

Mr L Witts  Site Controller 



FORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTS    

    

A Level results A Level results A Level results A Level results                                      

Year 13 A level results will be available from 9am9am9am9am on Thursday 18Thursday 18Thursday 18Thursday 18thththth    August.August.August.August.        All students are 

encouraged to come into school to collect their results.  

 

AS AS AS AS resultsresultsresultsresults 

Year 12 AS results will be available from 11.30 am 11.30 am 11.30 am 11.30 am on Thursday 18Thursday 18Thursday 18Thursday 18thththth    August.August.August.August.        Students are advised to 

come into school to collect their results if possible; alternatively, they can telephone the school after 

11.30 am.  The sixth-form team will be available on this day to support and celebrate with the 

students.  Miss Combes will be in school on 18, 19, 24, 25 and 26 August and can be contacted by 

telephone or via e-mail during this period.  Any students in Year 12 who do not attain the three D 

grades required to continue into Year 13 should ensure that they seek support at this time. 

 

GCSE resultsGCSE resultsGCSE resultsGCSE results    

Students should arrive at 9.309.309.309.30amamamam    on Thursday 25on Thursday 25on Thursday 25on Thursday 25thththth    AugustAugustAugustAugust to collect their results from the main hall. 

 

 Diary DatesDiary DatesDiary DatesDiary Dates    ––––    Autumn TermAutumn TermAutumn TermAutumn Term                    

Thursday 1 SeptemberThursday 1 SeptemberThursday 1 SeptemberThursday 1 September    

Friday 2 SeptemberFriday 2 SeptemberFriday 2 SeptemberFriday 2 September    

Professional Training dProfessional Training dProfessional Training dProfessional Training dayayayayssss    

Monday 5 Monday 5 Monday 5 Monday 5 SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    Start of StudentStart of StudentStart of StudentStart of Student    TermTermTermTerm    

Friday 9 September School Photographs – Year 7, 10, 12 

Tuesday 13 September Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Monday 19 September WINTER UNIFORM 

Wednesday 21 September Year 12/13 Art to London 

Thursday 22 September Open Day (2-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30pm-8.00pm) 

Monday 26 September Open Day (2-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30pm-8.00pm) 

Thursday 29 September 

 

Year 8 HPV1 and MMR 

Year 12 Parents’ Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Monday 3 October Year 7 – Oakwood visit 

Tuesday 4 October Year 7 – Oakwood visit 

Wednesday 5 October Year 7 – Oakwood visit 

Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Thursday 6 October Year 10 Maths Information Evening 

Monday 10 October Year 7 Holy Communion – 2.00pm 

Year 8 Fruit farm visit (half day) 

Tuesday 11 October Year 9 Geography to Kew Gardens 

Wednesday 12 October Year 13 Business/Economics – Reading University 

Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Thursday 13 October Year 9 Geography Kew Gardens 

Year 7 Puzzle evening 

Wednesday 19 October Holy Communion – 8.30am–9.45am 

Year 9 STEM – (pm) 

Year 10 Marseille depart 

Thursday 20 October  Year 8 Parents’ Information Evening – 6.30pm 

Monday 24 Monday 24 Monday 24 Monday 24 ––––        

Friday 28 OctoberFriday 28 OctoberFriday 28 OctoberFriday 28 October    

Half TermHalf TermHalf TermHalf Term    

Year 10 Marseille returnYear 10 Marseille returnYear 10 Marseille returnYear 10 Marseille return    

Monday 31 OctoberMonday 31 OctoberMonday 31 OctoberMonday 31 October    PrPrPrProfessional Training Day ofessional Training Day ofessional Training Day ofessional Training Day     

Wednesday 9 November Year 7 History Tower of London all day 

Thursday 10 November Year 7 History Tower of London all day 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 5.00pm – 8.00pm 

Friday 11 November Remembrance Service 

Wednesday 16 November Prize Giving 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Monday 21 November – Friday 25 

November 

Year 11 Work Experience 



Tuesday 22 November Year 12 and 13 History study day in London  

Thursday 24 November Year 13 Economics Target 2.0 competition 

Post 16 Information Evening 

Friday 2 December Christmas Ball 

Tuesday 6 December Year 9 STEM (pm) 

Wednesday 7 December Christmas Concert – 7pm 

Tuesday 13 December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 15 December Carol Service – 7pm 

Tuesday 20 DecemberTuesday 20 DecemberTuesday 20 DecemberTuesday 20 December    End of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn TermEnd of Autumn Term    

Wednesday 21 December toWednesday 21 December toWednesday 21 December toWednesday 21 December to    

Tuesday 3 JanuaryTuesday 3 JanuaryTuesday 3 JanuaryTuesday 3 January    

Christmas HolidayChristmas HolidayChristmas HolidayChristmas Holiday    

Wednesday 4 JanuaryWednesday 4 JanuaryWednesday 4 JanuaryWednesday 4 January    Professional Training Day Professional Training Day Professional Training Day Professional Training Day     

Thursday 5 JanuaryThursday 5 JanuaryThursday 5 JanuaryThursday 5 January    Start of Spring TStart of Spring TStart of Spring TStart of Spring Termermermerm    

 

ADVANCED NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING DAYS (INSET)ADVANCED NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING DAYS (INSET)ADVANCED NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING DAYS (INSET)ADVANCED NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING DAYS (INSET)    ––––    ACADEMIC YEAR 2017ACADEMIC YEAR 2017ACADEMIC YEAR 2017ACADEMIC YEAR 2017----2018201820182018    

Monday 4 September  2017 Professional Training Day 

Tuesday 5 September  Start of student term Start of student term Start of student term Start of student term ––––    Years 7 and 12 onlyYears 7 and 12 onlyYears 7 and 12 onlyYears 7 and 12 only    

Wednesday 6 September  Start of student term Start of student term Start of student term Start of student term ––––    All yearsAll yearsAll yearsAll years    

Friday 20 October Professional Training Day  

Monday 23 – Friday 27 October Half Term 

Wednesday 20 December –  

Tuesday 2 January - 2018 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 12 to Friday 16 February Half Term 

Friday 30 March Bank Holiday  

Monday 2 April Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 3 to Friday 13 April Easter Holidays 

Monday 16 April Professional Training Day  

Monday 7 May  Bank Holiday  

Monday 28 May Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 29 May to Friday 1 June Half Term 

Monday 23 July Professional Training Day 

Tuesday 24 July Professional Training Day  

Wednesday 25 July – 31 August Summer Holidays 

 

And finally…And finally…And finally…And finally…    

    

Of course we could not do what we do in school without the support of parents and families, so my 

final task is to thank you all and acknowledge the great work you do in partnership with us.  Next year 

I intend to launch a termly parent forum to help us to develop that partnership.  Ranelagh is a very 

special place, but we remain restless to improve yet further and obtaining your views is an invaluable 

part of that process. 

 

In the meantime, whatever you are doing and wherever you may be, I wish you a happy summer 

holiday with your children.  

  

Yours sincerely 

 
B StevensB StevensB StevensB Stevens        

HeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacherHeadteacher 
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Dear Parents 

 

It hardly seems possible that I am writing to mark the end of another school year, my first as Chair of the 

Governing Board. 

 

As always, we have enjoyed a wonderfully busy and challenging term to end the year.  The last few weeks 

have seen celebrations of achievement in art, PE and performing arts as well as our Founder’s Festival which 

always seems to mark the count down to the summer holidays. 

 

Meanwhile, the Governing Board have spent much time this term finalising the budget for next year, an 

increasing challenge in the current climate, and reviewing our policies and procedures.  We also considering 

our governance structure and this work will continue over the summer and into the next academic year. 

 

Given the increasing pressures on our budget, we are especially grateful to the practical and financial 

supported given to the school by the PTA and the Friends of Ranelagh.  We rely on their help more than ever 

and I would encourage you, if you can, to continuing supporting us through them.  The School Office can put 

you in touch with the right person if you want to get involved or even set up a regular gift to the Friends.   

 

Over the last couple of months, many students have sat exams for which they have prepared long and hard.  

Some have reached the end of their Ranelagh journey and others will be returning in September.  We wish 

them all well for whatever lies ahead and, for those moving on to pastures new, hope that they will carry a 

bit of Ranelagh with them. 

 

The end of term also sees us bid goodbye (for now at least) to some members of staff.  Several are leaving to 

take up promotions in other schools and we are delighted for them and proud to have played a part in their 

professional development.  A few others are moving out of the area and, again, we wish them happiness in 

their new homes. Three members of staff are retiring: Mr Paul Crowhurst, Mrs Tricia Harrop and Mr Colin 

Williams.  Between them, they have amassed 68 years of service to Ranelagh and we thank them profusely 

for all they have contributed to the life of the school.  On behalf of the Governing Board, I thank them all for 

their contribution to Ranelagh and wish them well for the future. 

 

Saying farewell to staff also means we get to welcome new people to the Ranelagh family.  We are very 

excited by our new appointments and look forward to getting to know them next year; I will introduce some 

of them in my next newsletter.  

 

Cont. 
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Finally, in this vein, the governors want to place on record our thanks to ALL the staff at Ranelagh for their 

commitment, dedication and professionalism.  They work incredibly hard for our students and we want to 

acknowledge that and express our appreciation.    

 

I wish you and your young people a happy and relaxing summer. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Amanda McLean 

Chair of the Governing Board 
 

 



  Appendix 2 

Ranelagh PTA 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As the school year draws to a close, we would like to express our thanks to you all for supporting 

the PTA’s events throughout the year.  We would love to hear from you if you have any ideas for 

next year! ☺ We would also like to wish everyone who is leaving Ranelagh School the very best, and 

thank you for your support over the years, it has made a huge difference. 

 

Founders Day Festival was our last event of the year, and the sun came out. We had a super day, 

seeing old friends, and many new students who will be starting Ranelagh in September. We raised 

approximately £4700 and would especially like to thank Microsoft for match funding our raffle 

this year. Our committee, parents, teachers and governors did a fantastic job, and the new 

activities laid on through out the day were welcomed. It was indeed a Festival of Ranelagh School, 

and we thank you all for supporting us!! ☺ 

 

It is RARE to have a PTA in secondary schools these days; where as at primary it is generally the 

norm. A little help goes a long way at Ranelagh. 

Funding and fun are all part of the PTA’s role in the school. We hope that you have enjoyed all of 

the events, and our children will benefit from the funds raised. Budget cuts always seem to be on 

the horizon, which makes what we do even more important. Please do get in touch if you can match 

fund or help in any way. 

 

One easy way to fundraise is to sign up to www.easyfundraising.org.uk then go to SUPPORT YOUR 

GOOD CAUSE, and then type in Ranelagh School PTA Berkshire. Every time you spend on-line 

it will automatically donate to our School ☺☺☺☺. We have approximately 750 families, if we all spend 

£1000 on-line, the return could be as much as £15, 000 per year, so please sign up. – it’s so easy. 

 

Our first PTA event next term will be the Autumn Buffet in October, a lovely way to start the 

social year. An opportunity to relax, meet and mingle with friends, parents and teachers, with lovely 

food and wine. Details will follow when we return to school. 

 

Our AGM will follow soon after, if you would like to join our committee you would be most welcome. 

We only meet once or twice a term, and our meetings usually only last about 45 minutes. If you 

would like information please email Jeanette Smith – smithdonald3@aol.com 

  

We hope that you all have a wonderful summer, and look forward to welcoming you back in the 

Autumn Term and seeing you at our next events! 

 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 


