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This year, members of the Friends have generously donated over £77,000 which, 
together with money recovered from Gift Aid, has enabled us to maintain our income 
at around £95000. As the school’s core funding has fallen by 8%, due in principal to 
a cut in sixth form funding, the money that the Friends is able to contribute to the 
school is of vital importance. It is incredible to think that over the last 5 years the 
Friends have been able to provide the school with nearly 1/2 a million of additional 
funding. 
 
For three years we have been supporting the Science lab refurbishment project and 
we had expected to continue to do so this year. However, with an elderly main 
school building requiring constant repairs to ensure that it is a safe and pleasant 
environment for Ranelagh’s students, the funds provided by the Friends have been 
required for essential repairs and maintenance. Whilst not quite as an exciting use of 
our funds it is, nevertheless, a very necessary one. In addition to contributing 
£44,390 for this, we have also donated £36,832 towards an ICT upgrade, £5,327 to 
upgrade the catering kitchen and £1,451 towards Maths and Geography resources. 
 
In the coming year the Friends hope to use their funds to support the repair and 
refurbishment of the gymnasium, which otherwise may have to be closed due to 
health and safety issues. 
 
It is through the amazing generosity of parents and others that the Friends is able to 
support the school in this way, so I would really like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone for their donations to the Friends. Your contributions really do make a 
difference. I would like to stress that donations of any size really do help and are 
gratefully received. Just £1 a month (that’s only £12 a year) given for each child in 
the school throughout their time at Ranelagh would generate around £84000. 

Whilst appreciating that not everyone is in a position to be able to contribute to the 
Friends, I would like to appeal to any parents who have not contributed to the 
Friends in the last year to seriously consider if this year you might  be able to make a 
donation towards the vital work of the Friends.  
 
 
This has been a difficult year for us in many ways, with several trustees retiring for 
whom we could not find replacements, as well as a number leaving due to personal 
reasons. Amongst these was our treasurer, with left us with some problems with 
regards to maintaining our financial records. Fortunately, last year we had agreed to 
utilise someone from the school office team, Dawn Pritchard, to take on some of the 
more time consuming admin tasks for us, whilst still enabling us to keep low costs. 
Dawn has kindly taken on a good deal of this extra work and enabled us to continue 
functioning. So I would like to say a huge thank you to Dawn for all her hard work 
throughout the year. I am also grateful to a former Friends’ treasurer, Richard Pelly, 
who has supported us through this difficult time. I would also like to thank the rest of 
the school admin team who have supported us in many ways, particularly Linda 
Bottom, Tricia Harrop, Heather Taank and Dawn Jeffers. 
 



I am very grateful that over the last few years, Mike Cole, has performed an 
independent examination of our accounts, a requirement of all U.K. charities. 
Unfortunately he no longer feels able to provide this service, so if you know of 
anyone who might be willing to undertake this essential task for us please let me 
know. 
 
I would like to thank Mr Williams, who as Acting Headteacher ably supported us 
during his tenure and got a somewhat lively introduction to the Friends as he was 
with us during the period when everything was starting to unravel. 
 
During the course of the year we said goodbye to 2 trustees, Rosemary O’Regan 
and Lorraine Horner, and I would like to thank them for their work for the Friends 
over the last few years. We must also say goodbye to our president Marilyn Lansley, 
who I would like to thank for her support of the Friends and for chairing our AGM 
each year. Sadly this year we must also say goodbye to a trustee of many years 
longstanding.  Peter Hulbert has been our Donations Secretary and Database 
manager for  20 years, and is largely responsible for ensuring that contributions keep 
coming in each year. Peter, we are very sad to say goodbye to you and will greatly 
miss your contribution to the Friends. I’m sure you can expect many emails from me 
over the next few months asking for explanations of how to do things.  
 
On a more pleasurable note, we have been delighted to welcome Mrs Stevens, both 
as Headteacher and as trustee of the Friends. We are certain we will enjoy working 
with her over the coming years to ensure the best possible use of our funds. 
 
As you have heard we have lost a number of trustees over the last couple of years 
and our number have been reduced for 13 to 7. We are in urgent need of some new 
trustees. Being a trustee is a great way to be involved in and show you care about 
your child's school without a big time commitment (4 x 1.5hr meetings a year plus a 
few hours a year working on your own role). Research shows that children of parents 
who are involved in their school enjoy it more and do well. As well has helping to 
make decisions about how the money donated to the Friends by you and other 
parents is spent, you get to learn about the school’s future plans and funding issues. 
Lastly being a trustee look great on your CV! So why not think about joining us? We 
would love to hear from you, especially if you have accounting, bookkeeping or 
database skills, or knowledge of charity compliance. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank you all; your support of the Friends is much appreciated. 
 
 
 


