
Chair’s report – July 2014 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank Dr Lansley, our president, for chairing this AGM and to 
thank you all for your attendance.  
 
This year, members of the Friends have donated over £77,000, an incredible display 
of generosity and support for Ranelagh School. These donations, together with 
money recovered from Gift Aid, have enabled us to maintain our income this year at 
just over £95000. With the school budget being so tight and little funding being 
available for capital projects, the money that the Friends is able to contribute to the 
school is absolutely invaluable. 
 
Our donation in the last financial year of £90,000 enabled the school to complete 
phase 2 of the Science block refurbishment in which a 3rd laboratory was 
refurbished.  Further donations towards the science lab project this year mean that 
the refurbishment of another lab will be completed over the summer. 
 
With funding to Specialist School activities being removed, the Friends also donated 
£10,000 to help some of these activities to continue. This included enabling students 
to take part in business and enterprise activities as well as providing art materials 
and robots for computing. 
 
Whilst appreciating that not everyone is in a position to be able to contribute to the 
Friends, I would like to stress that donations of any size really do help and are 
gratefully received. The Friends is fairly unique in its ability to support the school in 
this way and none of this be possible without your amazing generosity, so I would 
really like to say a huge thank you to everyone for their donations to the Friends. I 
would also like to appeal to any parents who have not contributed to the Friends in 
the last year to seriously consider if this year you may be in a position to be able to 
make a donation towards the vital work of the Friends.  
 
The administration costs of the Friends have always been very low as all trustees 
are volunteers. However, due to increasing workloads the trustees made the 
decision last year to utilise someone from the school office team to take on some of 
the more time consuming admin tasks for us, whilst still enabling us to keep low 
costs. We are very grateful to Dawn Pritchard for her hard work throughout the year 
which has made our job much easier. I would also like to thank the rest of the school 
team who have supported us in many ways, particularly Linda Bottom, Tricia Harrop, 
Heather Taank and Melanie Duarte. 
 
Last year we welcomed two new trustees, Gordon Halliday-Vargus and Terry 
French. I would like to thank them and all my fellow trustees for their invaluable work 
on behalf of the Friends, their willingness to dedicate their time to the Friends and for 
supporting me so well.  Each member is essential to the team.  
 
Unfortunately Gordon who joined us last year found new work commitments make 
him unable to continue as a trustee. Sadly this year we must also say goodbye to 
several trustees of many years longstanding.  Firstly, Richard Pelly who been a 
trustee for 12 years and has so competently managed our funds as treasurer of the 
Friends for 11 years. Secondly we say goodbye to Keith Hunt who has been a 



trustee so long that our records don’t go back far enough to confirm when he first 
joined, but we think it was 1980. In those 34 years he has performed many roles 
including not 1 but 2 periods as Chair in the 90s. He’s tried to leave before but this 
time we think we really are going to lose him. Richard and Keith we are very sad to 
say goodbye to you both and will greatly miss your contribution to the Friends. 
 
Also this year we say goodbye to Mrs Winrow who has played such an active role in 
our charity and who has been a tireless advocate for the Friends. Thank you for all 
you have done to make Ranelagh such a fantastic place which the Friends have 
been delighted to be able to support.  We are sure life is going to be different without 
you here at the helm, but be assured that the Friends will continue to do all they can 
to support Ranelagh and make sure it continues to be a place of which you would be 
proud.  The trustees would like to present you with a token to remember us by and 
wish you all the best for the future. 
 
 


